Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 4, 2022

HAPPY LABOR DAY
I would like to offer a reflection on Labor Day, and why we celebrate this day? It is
more than the unofficial end to summer, although this is one aspect of this holiday. For
over a century, Americans have celebrated Labor Day on the first Monday in
September. This national holiday was established in the 1880s for two reasons: to mark
the irreplaceable role of the American worker in making this country prosperous and
strong; and to have time to attend speeches and events on the spiritual and educational
aspects of work, the worker and the good that comes from work. From this we see that
although it is a secular holiday, instituted into our culture through the work of labor
unions, as Christians we are called to sanctify all things, including culture. We do this by honoring the dignity of
human labor, and so we honor the work that is done by all men and women throughout history. In this light we can
compare Labor Day with the May Day celebrations that are held in many countries. The May Day celebrations are
a communist, godless celebration that recognizes the worker as a worker, an instrument or a cog in the wheel of
industry.
In the first command in the Bible, the Lord gave the human person the mission to co-operate (work together)
with him in bringing His work of creation to fulfillment: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and
have dominion over the fish … the birds … and every living thing that moves on the earth” (Gen 1:28). God, who
worked for the “six days” of creation and whom Jesus says “is still working” (Jn 5:17), made man and woman in his
own image and likeness and called them to share in this work.
Christ himself was a carpenters son, St. Peter, St. James and St. John were fishermen, St Paul was a tent maker;
again and again we find saints who were laborers during their time on earth. It is through our work and toil that we
attain dominion over creation, as instructed in Genesis. This call to work has roots to the beginning of time, and
continues to this day. Although the work is different- agricultural workers, day laborers, factory workers, nurses,
doctors, stay at home moms and dads, construction workers, students and scientists to name a few; we all know
some type of work. And that is a good thing.
In fact, St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that work itself is good for mankind. It is good in that it allows us to
purchase things for life, but it is not principally about earning a paycheck, but about serving God and others. More
importantly work corresponds to our human dignity, and even increases it. St. Pope John Paul II writes: through
work, we transform nature, adapt it to our needs, and achieve fulfillment as a human being; in a sense becoming ‘more
a human being’ (Laborem Exercens). Without this conception of work, it can be simply tedious and a struggle; or
work can be used to punish or oppress other humans through such things as forced labor, concentration camps and
exploitation of workers solely for the profit of others etc. So as Christians we come to celebrate Labor Day, not as
a day off from our toil, but as a day to celebrate work itself, and to reflect how our work, no matter what it may
be, is a way to grow in holiness and imitation of our Creator, the first worker. In this light, we see that it is more
than just a day, but it becomes how we view human labor throughout the year and how we participate in building
the kingdom.
God bless,
Fr Jim
FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY
Beginning in September, we will offer Adoration following the First Friday Mass each month at St Elizabeth
Ann Seton parish. We will begin with an hour of Adoration followed by Benediction. Confessions will be available
during this hour as well. On the First Saturday of each month there will be a Mass at St Elizabeth’s at 8:00 AM, with
confessions following.
Today’s readings make very clear the demands that will be made of those wanting to be called disciples of Christ. We must
be prepared to give our all to Him. But in the end, the life of discipleship — the stewardship way of life — is the only life
that can truly satisfy. In the Gospel passage from Luke, Christ says, “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” Our Lord is speaking here
not of emotions but rather of priorities. He must come first in all aspects of our lives. Period.
Jesus goes on. “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” In other words, it’s all or
nothing. Compromise is simply not possible. Christ wants us to give all of ourselves, all aspects of our individual lives, our
family life, our parish over to Him and to the pursuit of His kingdom. We are made to be His disciples, to seek after Him and
His Kingdom. Embracing stewardship as a way life allows us to count the cost, and then run after Him with all our might.
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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New school year, new staff!
As of August we welcomed Summer
Maricle part- time to fulfill the
Coordinator role for 6-9th grade
Faith Formation. She has jumped in
gracefully and we are on track and
gearing up for our program which
starts Wednesday evening Sept. 7
at 6:30 pm. The email contact for
her is the same familiar one for upper grades:
youth@seasholmen.org. If you get emails that come
through as Pat Brueggen, they are really from Summer.
Be sure to welcome her when you see her.
Important Faith Formation Dates
Sept 2-6 -Classroom assignments will be emailed to
registered families. Please register before then.

MARCH FOR LIFE WISCONSIN
PRO LIFE WISCONSIN IS HOSTING A MARCH FOR
LIFE WISCONSIN TO COMMEMORATE THE
OVERTURNING OF ROE AND THE 30TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PRO-LIFE WISCONSIN.
DATE: SATURDAY, SEPT 24
WHERE: WISCONSIN STATE CAPITOL
TIME: 1:30 - 3:30 PM
SEE ProLifeWI.org/marchforlife for more details
St. Peter Claver
Born in Catalonia Spain in 1580, Saint
Peter Claver studied at first at the
University of Barcelona and then
joined the Jesuits. He became friends
with fellow brother Saint Alphonsus
Rodriguez who encouraged him to be
a missionary in the New World.
Accordingly, Saint Peter went to
Cartagena, a city in present-day
Columbia where he was ordained in in
1615.
Cartagena was a center for the slave
trade, and the young missionary knew where he could
best serve God. He proclaimed himself, “the slave of
the Negroes forever.” As ships would arrive with their
human cargo, Saint Peter and a group of interpreters
would rush into the hold with food and medicines.
When the slaves were moved to pens to await sale, the
saint continued to work among them, communicating
God’s love with acts of generosity and teaching the
Catholic faith.
He also led missions in the interior, refusing the
hospitality of plantation owners and preferring to stay
in the slave quarters. He organized charitable societies
and is said to have baptized and catechized more than
300,000 enslaved persons.
Saint Peter Claver died on September 8, 1654. He
was canonized with his friend Saint Alphonsus
Rodriguez in 1888, by Pope Leo XIII. He is the
worldwide patron saint of African Americans and of
enslaved peoples.

Wed., Sept. 7 - 6:10 pm Faith Formation late
registration table opens in Holmen Middle School
cafeteria
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation classes begin
Wed., Sept. 14 - All Grade Faith Formation Mass;
Meet in HMS classrooms at 6:30pm. Pick up will be
from church at 7:30pm
Coulee Region Hunger Walk 2022

Last year, St. Elizabeth’s had the largest team and the
greatest presence at the Coulee Region Hunger walk.
Please join our team this year “Sr. Bridget’s Brigade”
for the 4th Annual Coulee Region Hunger Walk/Run 5K (you can bike virtually!) at Myrick Park Main
Shelter, La Crosse, WI on October 9, 2022, at 1:30p.m.
We will once again be selling T-shirts in a couple
weeks and will have sign-up sheets available then. You
can contribute, buy a T-shirt, gather with us, and then
walk or not! More details will be available soon. Help
us to raise money to feed our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Thank you!

For Your Marriage
For a marriage to work, spouses must Spend Time
Together. It sounds very easy, and it can be.
However, if you are not intentional about spending
time with your spouse, it will not happen. Make it a
priority for your marriage to spend time together.
Don’t drift apart until you’re living separate lives. Eat
together. Pray together. Worship together. Have fun
together. Be together. If you do, your marriage will
become all the stronger.

Interested in becoming a
registered member of
St. Elizabeth’s? Contact Sandy
in the parish office for the
registration form. We
welcome all to our parish
family.
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PARISH INFORMATION

CALENDAR
Sunday, Sept. 4
8:00 am
Mass
10:15am Mass

Monday, Sept. 5
Memorial Day-Parish Office Closed
8:30 am
Mass
†

Weekday

Tuesday, Sept. 6
No Food Pantry Today
5:15 pm
Mass
†
5:45 pm
Finance Council meeting

Weekday

Wednesday, Sept. 7
8:30 am
Mass

Weekday
Special Intention
of Sue Bialecki

6:30 pm

Director of Music, Vacant…………....
Secretary, Sandy Jerue……………………office@seasholmen.org
Pastor Emeritus, Msgr. Delbert J. Malin
MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am
Weekday: 8:30am
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. .
SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are
to attend a preparation session.
Marriage: Arrangements for a wedding date are to be made at
least six months before the anticipated date.
Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request.
Please call the office when family members are hospitalized.

Bill Heinz

Tom Soller

Faith Formation classes

Thursday, Sept. 8
8:30 am

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE
Phone/526-4424 Fax/526-3177 Email: office@seasholmen.org
STAFF
Pastor, Fr. Jim Weighner…………….….jweighner@diolclergy.org
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider……………..carol@seasholmen.org
C.R.E. (3 yrs-gr. 5), Mary Luebke…………..reled@seasholmen.org

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
†
Andrea Jessessky
Special Intention for
Siena Linskey

The Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Living members of
the Bob Snortheim family

Mass

Friday, Sept. 9
8:30 am
Mass

†

PASTORAL VISITATION
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the
parish office.
CATECHUMENATE
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited
to visit the parish office.

St. Peter Claver
Carol Sirko

Saturday, Sept. 10
Weekday
4:00 pm
Sacrament of Penance
Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00 PM
Mass
†
Lynn Schultz

Finance Council Members
Larry Warzynski
Shawn Handland
Janice Dvoracek
Barry Ploessl
Pat Stephens

Sunday, Sept. 11
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am
Mass
People of SEAS
9:15 am
Wee Believe Sunday School
10:15am Mass
Special Intention for
Members of the Knights of Columbus

Sue Bialecki
John DeMairis
Leo and Marie Dummer
Joe and Donna Gittens
Betty Harebo
Bonnie Horman
Bev Lesnar
Mike Niles
Cindy Halvorson Ritteman

Parish Office Closed
Mon., Sept. 5th in
observance of Labor Day
STEWARDSHIP FOR (July. 1-July 31)
Adult / Youth / Plate /ACH $ 35,567
Designated or Special collections / Donations: (if any)
$1,401
Total $ 37,058

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized,
military members, homebound and anyone
needing of our prayers.
May they experience the healing power of God.

Thank you for your financial support of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish
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Bailey Rohrer
Ken Proctor
Aubrey Scott
Kenneth Shoemake
Sascha Stephens
Phyllis Thaldorf
Heather Yang
Addison Quinn Usitalo
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We welcome
Hazel Grace,
daughter of Drake and Bridget Kulmaczewski,
and

Colton John,
son of Tyler and Claudia Hyde,
to our faith community in the
celebration of Baptism.
It is now our privilege to help these
children grow in faith.
We have a great gift of faith to share.

PCCW Rummage Sale
Thurs., Sept. 15, 1:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 16, 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
EVERYTHING will be half price on Friday
Bring your donated items to TOWN OF HOLLAND
HALL, McHugh Rd.
Please DO NOT bring your donations to the Church!
Volunteers will be at the Town of Holland Hall to assist
you in unloading your donations on: Mon., Sept 12th
from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 13th from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Sign up sheets are available in the gathering place for
help with this event. Even a couple of hours a day is
helpful. This is a great fundraiser for our parish, as well
as a way to meet new parishioners, and an even better
way to recycle things we no longer use or need.
We cannot accept:
VHS and cassette tapes
computer equipment
electronics
TV’s
large appliances
large furniture
exercise equipment
baby equipment
Thank you & God Bless!
Rummage Sale Committee
Upcoming Council Meetings
Finance Council - Sept. 6 at 5:45pm
Pastoral Council - Sept. 13 at 5:45pm

As the sun rises to bring in the
new day:
We remember those who
descend into the earth, their work
begins in darkness, pulling from
the earth, the resources we
steward.
We remember those who work
inside a building away from the
light and brightness of the day.
We remember those who work
outside in the harsh elements of our world, the bitter
cold and sweltering heat of extremes.
We remember those who do not have a job to go to,
who are struggling to meet the needs of their daily
living expenses, for whom the day becomes long and
arduous.
As the sun sets to bring in the evening of rest:
We remember those who work in the night.
We remember those who are trying to recover from
their labor and toils of the day.
We remember those who participate in unsafe and
dangerous work.
We pray for a renewed sense of dignity in their lives
and in their work.
God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the
worker. Make a place in our hearts for compassion to
the men and women who labor tirelessly for basic
necessities. Ensure a place for the men and women who
are struggling to find work. Grant us your wisdom to
greet and care for those who are unable to work due
to illness or circumstances that prevent their
participation. Be with the children who are not able to
run and play, but instead must put in a hard day’s work
to help their family afford to eat, to live. Be with us all,
Christ Jesus, as we go about the busyness of our work.
Hold us accountable not only for our actions, but most
importantly to each of our neighbors. May we continue
to work together to bring about your reign! We ask this
in your holy name, through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

An exciting new opportunity to help all men
and women grow in their faith by diving into
the upcoming Sunday readings. We have a
few questions to get discussion going. It's a
fun evening with other parishioners, ask
questions, develop friendships, and have a good
time. These groups will meet once a month on the
following evenings from 7:30 - 8:30 pm starting in
September at 701 S Cherry Ln, Holmen, WI 54636.
Band of Brothers: Men meet 1st Tuesday
Soul Sisters: Women meet 2nd Tuesday

