Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2020

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED
Two times I have walked the Freedom Trail in
Boston. I don’t know how I missed it, but indeed I
did. Somewhere on the trail is the New England
Holocaust Memorial. I just read about someone’s
visit to the six glass towers of the memorial. Each of
the towers is open to the sky, symbolizing a chimney
of the Nazi extermination camps. The visitor
indicates that quotes from Holocaust survivors are
etched on the glass.

One etching is from Gerda Weissman Klein. She
writes: “Ilse, a childhood friend of mine, once found
a raspberry in the camp and carried it in her
pocket all day to present that night to me on a leaf.
Imagine a world in which your entire possession is
one raspberry and you give it to your friend.”
Imagining such a world demands great effort on
our part because most of us can’t fathom such
poverty, such need.
And most of us cannot imagine the abundance of
heart that Ilse displays. I can’t imagine in a death
camp securing a raspberry for the sole purpose of
giving it away.
Scripture tells us that Jesus “emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and
found in human appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross,” (Philippians 2:6-8) Imagine such poverty. Imagine such
abundance. Just imagine.
The Lord be with you.
Father John Parr

SEAS STEWARDSHIP

PRAYER REQUESTS

Today’s readings on this fourth Sunday of Easter
offer us a glimpse into the heart of our loving
Savior. He is the Good Shepherd and we can
confidently place our trust in Him as we live the
stewardship way of life. In both the first and second
readings, we find Peter embracing his role as leader
of the newborn Church. In our first reading from Acts,
he exhorts the crowd, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” We then read that the ones
who accepted his message were baptized that day.
Peter simply proposed the Good News to them and
then left them free to accept or reject the call to
repentance and belief in Christ, which is ultimately a
call from God.
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NEED ASSISTANCE?

We can find many parallels in this passage to the
call to a stewardship way of life. We, too, are free
to accept or reject God’s call to discipleship. We
can keep our time, talents, and treasure for ourselves, purely to serve our own interest. We are free
to make that choice. Or, we can embrace the call to
discipleship through the stewardship way of life. If
we do so, we will find a path to freedom just as
those first disciples found in the early days of the
Church. This Easter season, let us resolve to freely
give all of ourselves and our lives gratefully to
Christ, our Risen Lord and Savior.

Parishioners, if you are homebound or ill and in need
of someone to do some shopping or other types of
errand, please call the parish office. As a parish
family, we want to help everyone with their physical
needs as well as their spiritual needs during this very
trying time. You can reach us at 608-526-4424 or
email Carol at carol@seasholmen.org.

ATTENTION 50TH ANNIVERSARIES
Attention all parishioners celebrating your 50th
anniversary this year– You should have received an
invite from the Bishop for a special Mass this summer.
Unfortunately that Mass has been cancelled at this time
due to Covid 19. We will keep you updated on any
further changes. Blessings and Congrats on 50 years!

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Upcoming events with Knights of
Columbus on Zoom
All you need is your phone or computer for a
zoom meeting. To get the zoom link
information or if you have any questions contact Brian
Clements at jnc3daddy@gmail.com.

RELEVANT RADIO
Fellow parishioners enjoy listening to the Catholic radio
station Relevant Radio. The programs are enjoyable to
listen to and invite continued growth in the Catholic
faith. Perhaps you may wish to “give a listen” on 1570
AM or checkout the website at: www.relevantradio.com.
There is a daily video mass at 12 Noon, the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy at 3:00 PM, and Father Rocky hosts
video “Rosary across America” every night at 7:00 PM.

Band of Brothers- May 5th 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Want to dive deeper into the Sunday readings and
get to know other men at SEAS? All men are welcome
to join us as we read and discuss the Sunday readings
for May 10th. See you then!!

RUMMAGE SALE

Knights on Tap - May 20th 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Grab your beverage of choice and hang out with men
from SEAS and our Knights of Columbus Council. We'll
discuss a short video about Brotherhood. Man was not
meant to "go it alone," but to be in communion with
others. Master Sergeant Sompaul Vorapanich shares
lessons on the importance of brotherhood.
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The annual PCCW rummage sale has been postponed
to the fall. We will keep you updated as to any
further changes due to Covid -19 and will let you know
a date as soon as we can. Please hang on to any of
your donations at this time. Keep watching our
Facebook page as well.
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4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER READINGS
Reading 1 Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that
God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are we to do,
my brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your children
and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand persons were added that day.
Responsorial Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b4, 5, 6
R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads me; he
refreshes my soul.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.
With your rod and your staff that give me courage.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Reading 2 1 Pt 2:20b-25
Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. He committed
no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, he did not
threaten; instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross,
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you had gone astray like
sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Alleluia Jn 10:14
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel Jn 10:1-10
Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a
thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and
the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his
own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a
stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.”
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them.
So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it
more abundantly.”

Online giving can be done through the Myparish app,
our website (seasholmen.org) or call Sandy in the
parish office to have a sign-up form mailed to you. If
you have any questions on setting these up, please do
not hesitate to contact us. Thank you and God bless!

Collections from 4/15– 4/28
Envelopes/Online/ACH….$17,938
Budget Difference
Fiscal Year-to-Date…$465,954 $507,056 -$41,102
Thank you for your continued support!
4th Sunday of Easter
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MAGNIFIKID!

PARISH INFORMATION

We have May’s issues of Magnifikid! available for
families to pick up in the front entrance of the church.
Take one plastic bundle per child for the month. They
are a great tool in helping your children stay
connected to their faith during this most unusual time.

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177
Email: office@seasholmen.org
STAFF
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424
pastor@seasholmen.org
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908
djm133@charter.net

FAITH FORMATION
St. Elizabeth’s Faith Formation year has
come to a close. It has been a pleasure
working with your children and we look
forward to seeing all of you again
soon. Please return your child’s Faith
Formation text books the week of
Monday April 27. Drop them into the tote outside to
the right of the church’s front entry and make sure to
secure the lid. We will be emptying the tote daily.
Please don’t hold on to books until the Fall, as it causes us to place unnecessary orders for replacements.
Activity books don’t need to be returned.
Please stay tuned for First Communion and
Confirmation celebration information.
God Bless and be well.
Mary Luebke and Pat Brueggen

sbridget@seasholmen.org
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424
carol@seasholmen.org
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424
reled@seasholmen.org
...... 526-4424
youth@seasholmen.org
Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424
music@seasholmen.org
Secretary, Sandy Jerue................................................. 526-4424
office@seasholmen.org
Sister Jean....................................................................... 526-4908
sjean@seasholmen.org
MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available.
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary
arrangements.
SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are
to attend a session early in the pregnancy.
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be
made at least six months before the anticipated date.
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring.
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when
family members are hospitalized.

TV/ONLINE STREAMING MASS OPTIONS
La Crosse, Channel 19, at 9:30 a.m. Sunday.
Mass is also available any time of day, throughout the
week, on the Diocesan Facebook page or Diocesan
youtube channel. Special Masses will be broadcast live
at diolc.org/live.
Making a Spiritual Communion
Just as we are fed physically from the gifts of our
loving God, we are fed spiritually when we receive the
Eucharist. Though we find ourselves at a time when it is
not possible to receive the Eucharist, we are still able to
make a spiritual communion. We can make a spiritual
communion using our own words or we can use one of
the beautiful traditional spiritual communion prayers,
including this one by St. Alphonsus Liguori.

PASTORAL VISITATION
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the
parish office.
CATECHUMENATE
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited
to visit the parish office.

Parish Council Members
Alyson Haugen
Jennifer Fisk
Brian Clements
Christine Olson

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were
already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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Finance Council Members
Larry Warzynski
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Pat Stephens
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PLANTING A MARY GARDEN

CALENDAR
Sunday, May 3
Mass Intention

4th Sunday of Easter
†

“Let everything in creation
draw you to God. Refresh your
mind with some innocent
recreation and needful rest.”
- St. Paul of the Cross

Grace Henderson and Mark Phillips

Monday, May 4

Easter Weekday

Mass Intention

†

Agnes Mikesh

Tuesday, May 5

Easter Weekday

Mass Intention

†

Wednesday, May 6
Mass Intention

May is the month of Mary, and now might be a good
time to plant a Mary Garden that can be enjoyed all
throughout spring, summer, and fall. Mary Gardens
have their roots in a spiritual imagination that
recognizes the divine throughout creation. During the
medieval Age of Faith, Christians bestowed names
upon flowers and plants to symbolically represent
Mary, the Mother of God, as well as the life of Christ,
the saints, and the liturgical year. The Mary Garden
movement in the twentieth century resurrected the
tradition of using flowers and their historic religious
names to create spaces of prayer dedicated to the
intercession of Our Lady. As St. Louis de Montfort
wrote, “Through her, Jesus came to us; through her we
should go to him.” Here are some popular flowers and
their religious names: Baby's Breath - Our Lady's Veil;
Black-eyed Susan - Golden Jerusalem; Columbine Our Lady's Shoes; Dahlia - Church Flower; Daisy Mary-Love; Dandelion - Mary's Bitter Sorrows; Forgetme-nots - Eyes of Mary; Pansy - Our Lady's Delight
Peony - Pentecost Rose; and Sunflower - Mary's Gold.

Bernie Allen

Easter Weekday
†

Lorraine Novy

Thursday, May 7

Easter Weekday

Mass Intention

†

Bernie Allen

Friday, May 8

Easter Weekday

Mass Intention

†

Saturday, May 9

Randy Kies

Easter Weekday

4:00 pm
Sacrament of Penance
Mass Intention
†
Susan Schafer

Sunday, May 10

5th Sunday of Easter

Mass Intention

†

Mark Phillips and Grace Henderson

UPDATE
Sister Bridget would like to thank all those
who have reached out to her recently with
cards, phone calls, emails, and prayers.
She would like you to know that chemo has
been stopped due to the affect to her
good lung. She asks that you hold her in
your prayers and she will continue to hold
you in hers. God Bless!

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

PARISH INFO
Our church building remains open Monday - Thursday
from 9am – 4 pm, Fridays from 9am – noon, Saturdays
from 8am-4:30pm or end of confessions and Sundays
from 10am-4pm. Come spend a few minutes with the
Lord in quiet prayer. We simply ask that no more than
9 people are in the Church at one time and you
maintain “social distancing.”
Confessions –
Saturdays at 4pm or by
appointment.

Generous God, You show us the way that leads to
everlasting life.
Through baptism you have called us to proclaim the
Good News.
Bless and strengthen those who have made a
commitment to service in the Church.
Guide and give wisdom to those discerning their
vocation.
Enrich our Church with dedicated married and single
people, with deacons, priests, and religious.
Filled with joy and your Holy Spirit
may we follow Jesus, our Good Shepherd, now and
always.
Amen

The parish office itself may be
open with limited hours to keep our
staff healthy as well. It is best to
call first if you need access into the
office. Thank you!
4th Sunday of Easter

~National Religious Vocation Conference
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