
Third Sunday o f Lent 

March 15, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 
During Lent we ask the Lord to give us the grace to 
see ourselves as he sees us.  That means letting go 
of our excuses for sins and casting aside all our  
notions about the good we do.  Lent means seeing 
the Cross and knowing that the man in agony has 
died because of me.  When I see myself as I truly 
am, I know that I would have shouted to release 
Barabbas rather than Jesus.  When with his dying 
breath the weak and wretched Jesus prays, “Father 
forgive them,” I must recognize that he is praying 
for me. 
 
In the Lenten preface at Mass the church calls Lent 
“this joyful season.”  It is the joy that comes by  
recognizing our hearts deepest longing for Christ.  
In Christ, in his dying and rising, we find our true 
joy. But it comes only with recognizing our true sin.   
 
At the end of the novel Brighton Rock, Graham 
Greene says “You can’t conceive, my child, nor can 
I or anyone, the appalling strangeness of the mercy 
of God.”   
 
The mercy of God is how what God’s love looks 
like for sinners.  May we know the joy of it. 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Father John Parr 

 



STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

KC 40 DAYS OF GIVING 

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a 
“40 Days of Giving” for Lent to assist our 
Food Pantry guests. The theme is 
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” and in this 
drive, we are collecting hygiene products 

such as hand soap, laundry soap, toothpaste,  
deodorant, and toilet paper.  We are asking people to 
donate one item for each of the 40 days of Lent.  You 
can drop your items off weekly or at the end of Lent.  
Thank you to those who have dropped off items so far. 
We have received many much needed products for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP CARDS 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 
Judy Bockenhauer 
Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 
The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 
DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 
June Kukovec 

Michele Lindemann 

Jerome Malin 
Ernie Modjeski 

Ken Proctor 
Bailey Rohrer 
Mary Roerkohl 
Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 
Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Thank you to everyone who has 
turned in their Stewardship  
response forms. It is most important 
this year that EVERYONE turn one 
in because we have cleared out all 
names from the ministry schedules. 
We will only be inputting and  
using names for upcoming 
schedules that we receive from this 

year’s responses. Our lists were outdated and needed 
to be updated. Therefore, if you wish to continue with 
your ministries, you must turn in your cards. They are 
due on March 23rd. Thank you for placing your gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure at the service of God and 
God’s people. 

Parishioners are invited to pray  
Stations of the Cross at 6 PM on  
Tuesdays during Lent. Thank you again 
to all those involved in making our  
Stations “new” and beautiful.  
 
 
The Sacrament of Penance is also  
celebrated following the Stations on 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm, every Saturday 
beginning at 4 PM and communal  
celebrations of Penance with several priests available 
at 6:30 PM on the following Wednesdays: 18 and 25. 
Please contact Father Parr if you wish to arrange a 
more convenient time to celebrate the Sacrament.  

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL PLEA 

 Marriage Enrichment 
 Lay Formation 
 Televised Masses 
 Disaster Recovery 
 Adoption Services 

Please prayerfully consider helping us wrap up our Diocesan Annual Appeal for the year. Our goal this year was 
$83, 735, and we are currently still in need of $10,743.96. Some notable facts and figures: 
 
 If we don’t meet our goal, we have to take the money out of our general fund, which we already have  
      budgeted for our own parish needs. 
 If we exceed our goal, we get the extra money back to be used for our own projects.  
 We have around 866 families in our parish. Right now, we have only received donations from 214 families. If 

every family would give even a small amount, we could easily make our goal. Even $10 or $20 is VERY 
      helpful. 
 Of course, large donations are VERY helpful as well, and we remain very grateful to those of you whose  
      circumstances allow you to be so very generous.  

 The money donated to the Diocesan Annual Appeal supports many worthwhile causes such as: 

 Disability Services 
 Seminary Education 
 Catholic Schools 
 Operation and Maintenance of the Diocesan Center 



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 
Envelopes/Plate……………………….$18,525           $11,792   $6,733            $613,190  
 
Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$415,532          $424,512 -$8,980 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/19-6/30/20) 

SEAS SIMPLE LIVING GROUP 

In his “On Care for Our 
Common Home”  
Encyclical Letter, Pope 
Francis asks us to be aware 
of things that prevent us 
from cherishing all that we 
have and experience: “A 
constant flood of new  
consumer goods can baffle 
the heart and prevent us 
from cherishing each thing 
and each moment.”  
 Paragraph 222 
In our everyday lives we 
are constantly bombarded 
by advertisements for  

every new product that comes along. Whether it be 
television, social media, newspapers, magazines, or 
radio, advertisers and influencers are tempting us with 
“better, bigger, fancier, hipper,” and on and on. But in 
your heart, are you really happier after you get that 
newest thing? 
Matthew 6: 20-21 reminds us: “Lay not up for  
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal:  for where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” 

Preschool and Kindergarten for 3, 4 and 5 year-olds 
At Aquinas Catholic Schools, your child will be ready to 
succeed in literacy, faith development, social skills, and 
preparing them for the future. We provide our students 
with an excellent education, but we also help them 
grow in spirit and embrace virtues that will stay with 
them throughout their life. All three of our elementary 
schools offer a variety of programs from early drop 
off times to morning and afternoon surround care for 
grades 3P-6th. Check out all of our programs online at 
aquinascatholicschools.org. 
 
Enrollment is open for the 2020-2021 school year!  
To learn more or to start your enrollment process visit 
us at www.aquinascatholicschools.org or contact Nancy 
Pederson at (608) 784-8585. 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Holy Wokeness (summarized) by Kelsey Dassance of 
the Lifeteen Blog.  
Social media has given each of us a substantial plat-
form for our unique opinions and hot takes which has 
led us to a culture where being “woke” — or culturally 
aware — is awarded, and failing to be woke  
according to the culture’s standards has been deemed 
morally evil (by the culture). 
 
As Christians, the desire to speak into our culture,  
especially regarding causes and subjects that we are 
passionate about, is inherently good and virtuous as we 
are called to speak justice and truth within our lives 
(CCC 1807). However, it’s tempting to turn this call into 
an excuse to use our platforms online to express  
opinions that may or may not be rooted in truth but 
have the potential to launch us into relevancy.  
However, when we place our desire to be relevant to 
culture over our desire to be holy, we are going to fall 
short in our pursuit of this call and, ultimately, our  
pursuit of holiness. 
 
The truth is, God has equipped each one of us with a 
unique perspective of the world and He pairs that with 
a foundation of truth given to us through Scripture and 
the teachings of the Church. We have more than just a 
desire to be informed; we have a duty to always seek 
the truth and point others in the same direction.  
 

Important Faith Formation Dates 
Wed., March 18-Grds. 4-6 Penance Service 6:30 pm 
Wed., March 25-Grds. 7-10 Penance Service 6:30 pm 
Wed., April 1-No Faith Formation Catechist  
appreciation party at Features 6:30 

PLEASE READ 

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, Bishop Callahan has 
written a letter to all parishes reminding the faithful 
that if they are sick or experiencing symptoms of  
illness, they are NOT obliged to attend Mass, and out 
of charity, they ought not attend Mass. In addition, the 
Sign of Peace should be exchanged without physical 
contact. We will also refrain from joining hands during 
the Lord’s Prayer. Please continue to pray for all those 
affected by this virus.  
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 
Email: office@seasholmen.org 
STAFF 
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          
                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 
youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 
                                                 music@seasholmen.org 
Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 
                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 
sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 
arrangements. 
SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 
to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 
made at least six months before the anticipated date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 
family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 
parish office. 
CATECHUMENATE 
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 
to visit the parish office.  

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Parish Council Members 
Alyson Haugen 
Jennifer Fisk 
Brian Clements 
Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 
Kathy Nicklaus 
Bill Heinz 
Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 
Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 
Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 
Pat Stephens 

As announced at a quarterly update provided by the 
Finance Council at weekend Masses,  our parish  
assessment to the Aquinas Schools has increased  
monthly from $6862.49 to $9321.42. The increase is 
based upon a formula approved by the diocese and 
agreed upon by the parishes in the deanery.   
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is now the third largest parish in 
the deanery after St. Patrick in Onalaska and Mary, 
Mother of the Church in La Crosse. Presently we have 
slightly more than 40 students enrolled in Aquinas 
Schools. The number of students enrolled is not a factor 
in the formula and thus an increase or decrease does 
not determine the subsidy amount.  Family life of 
course, and celebration of Sunday Eucharist and other 
sacraments, are most important in handing on the faith 
to our children. But after recognizing that, our Catholic 
schools remain the most important youth ministry. Thank 
you for your generous efforts in this regard and  so 
many others to hand on the Catholic faith to future  
generations.    

EASTER FLOWERS 

Honor our faithful, living and  
deceased, by making a donation for 
Easter flowers and writing their names 
on the envelope provided in your 
monthly envelopes. If you do not  
receive monthly envelopes, you may 
also write the info on a plain envelope 

and place it in the collection basket. Names will be 
printed in a future bulletin. Thank you!  

You are invited to watch the powerfully prolife film 
“Unplanned”. This film is based off the true story of 
Abby Johnson, a woman who formerly was advancing 
her career rapidly at Planned Parenthood and is now 
one of the country’s leading prolife activists. The film 
will be shown on Saturday, March 28th, at 5:30pm at 
St. Leo’s Parish Hall, 210 West Hamlin Street, West 
Salem. Free will donations will be given to prolife  
Wisconsin. The film is rated R. Any questions, please 
contact Brook White, 799-3424. 

“UNPLANNED” 

REMINDER 

There are 2 more opportunities to check out our Lenten 
Bible Study- A Walk With Peter- on Tuesday, 
March 17th and 24th at 6:30pm. Contact Pat 
Brueggen at the parish office with any  
questions. We hope you can join us. 



BREASTPLATE OF ST. PATRICK  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, March 15            3rd Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am Mass                         People of SEAS 
10:15am     Mass      †       Don Houlihan   
 
 

Monday, March 16   Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Kathy Hawes 

 
Tuesday, March 17    St. Patrick, Bishop 
7:00 am      Mass     †   Alan Melby and Family 
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
6:30 pm Sacrament of Penance 
6:30 pm Adult Lenten Bible Study 

 
Wednesday, March 18   Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Angeline Haug 
6:30 pm Faith Formation classes 
6:30 pm Sacrament of Penance Grds 4-6      
 

Thursday, March 19    St. Joseph, Spouse of 
           the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 am       Mass           †   Marian McKenzie 
5:45 pm Mass                         People of SEAS 
6:30 pm Choir practice  

 
Friday, March 20   Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass     †   Irma and LaVern VonRuden 
      
 

Saturday, March 21     Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am      Pray the Rosary  
4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:   4th Sunday of Lent 
5:00 PM Mass                †        Mel Loftus 
6:00 pm Dad’s Night sponsored by KCs    
 

 

Sunday, March 22    4th Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am Mass                †         Rod Clark         
10:15am     Mass     People of SEAS 
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Christ be near at either hand, 
Christ behind, before me stand; 
Christ with me where're I go, 
Christ around, above, below. 
 
Christ be in my heart and mind, 
Christ within my soul enshrined; 
Christ control my wayward heart; 
Christ abide and ne’er depart. 
 
Christ my life and only way, 
Christ my lantern night and day; 
Christ be my unchanging friend, 
Guide and shepherd to the end. 
-Traditional Irish hymn 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Faith 

Seekers group invites you to a 

Soup Supper after the 5:45 pm 

Mass on Thursday, March 26th.  

Come learn more about the  

history of how our parish began 

from the man who has been 

here since the beginning – Monsignor Malin.  Please 

join us for Mass and a meal provided by the Faith 

Seekers. No need to bring anything and no RSVP 

needed. Just come to Mass, enjoy a meal, and learn 

more about how our St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish 

family was started. We will see you on March 26th.   

ALL ARE WELCOME – PARISH EVENTS 

FAITH SEEKERS SOUP SUPPER 

 Dad's Night - Minute-to-win-it -  
Sat., March 21st after the 5pm Mass– 6-8pm 
Calling all Dads! Bring your sons and daughters for a 
fun dinner with you! Food, beverages, and dessert will 
be provided.  
Cost: Free (donations accepted)/Please RSVP Emil 
Meindl at 952-204-5146 or emilmeindl@gmail.com.  

PARISH NEWS 

With the approval of the bishop, and the  
recommendation of the Pastoral Council, the parish has 
accepted the offer to purchase back from the Town of 
Holland the parcel of land sold with the intention of it 
being used to build the community center. Since the 
land is no longer needed for that purpose, the parish 
will buy it back at the same price for which it was sold. 
The contract work is underway. We are grateful to the 
members of the Town of Holland board and also our 
diocesan attorney for making the purchase possible. 

The Father John Rossiter Council 9385 


