
First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2019 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How often do you find yourself thinking, “Right now, this moment, is precisely where I want to be. I don’t want to be 
anyplace else, with any other people, other than where I am right now.” Not many of us experience those moments 
often. Most of us, myself included, live looking over our shoulders at yesterday or anticipating what tomorrow may 
bring. So often life is living us. We are in this situation with this person at this time, but waiting for something else to 
happen, someone else to appear. Two days until the weekend, the phone call should come any minute, soon the 
movie will begin. We are always waiting. 
 
We are always living in advent, a Latin word meaning “coming.”  Always we are waiting for something or someone 
to satisfy our hungry heart and restless spirit.  “It is the hour for you to wake from sleep,” St. Paul tells us in today’s 
second reading. 
 
This is the time to get in touch with our longing, our aching, our frustrations. This is the time to make the last words of 
the Bible our own: “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Father John Parr 

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Susan Amundsen 
Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 
Richard Brandau 

Trudy Brieske 
Corey Cantu 

Karen Corcoran 
Will Davis 
Ethan Doe 

The Donaldson Family 
Joe Dooley 

Irmgard White-Drier 
Bill Druliner 

Brenda Faber 
DeEtte Gillmeister 

Joe Gittens 
Sharon Grabar 
Sandra Hanson 
Sherry Hanson 
June Kukovec 

Kent Limberg (military) 
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Sue Lund 
Jerome Malin 
Joe McCabe 

Kevin McIntyre 
Marion McKenzie 
Judith Niedfeldt 

Joe Neitzel 
Leona “Pat” Ostrander 

Poppy Grace Poole 
Ken Proctor 

Robert C. Ristow 
Bailey Rohrer 

Tom Ryan 
Celia Scholze 
Stella Shuda 
Betty Smith 

Sascha Stephens 
Phyllis Thaldorf 

Pam Tischer 
Colleen Tisil 

STEWARDSHIP 

Send your prayer intention to Bishop Callahan this  
Advent. Bishop Callahan will be collecting your prayer 
intentions throughout this Advent season. You can either 
call 608-352-9565 or go to diolc.org/pray to submit 
your request. All intentions received will be presented 
and prayed for at his Christmas Masses. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton can serve for us as 
a role model for marriage. She is an  
example of a person who lived out two 
vocations. When she died in 1821, it was 
as a religious and the founder of a  

religious community. But she had also been a wife and 
mother.  She and her husband, William, were married 
nine years and had five children before he died,  
leaving her a widow at age twenty-nine. The two had 
a close and loving marriage. In one of her letters to 
him, she addresses him as “My William, my husband, 
my All.”  Her commitment to Christ, and the many and 
varied ways she found to serve him – both in marriage 
and outside of it – brought forth a vast harvest of good 
fruit which endures to this day. Elizabeth Seton 
possessed qualities which we want to bring to our 
marriage, as well as to our own personal walk with 
God.  

Having a hard time finding that perfect Christmas gift 
for someone special? We now have donation cards 
available in the office so that you can make a cash  
donation in someone’s name to our Food Pantry. The 
certificates read, “In the spirit of joy this Christmas 
season, a donation to the Holman Food Pantry at  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was made in your name.” See 
Sister Bridget or Carol Reider for a donation card for 
your gift recipient. Thank you and God Bless! 

If you would like to make a donation toward Christmas 
flowers to decorate the church, please use the Flower  
Offering Envelope in your December contribution  
packet. If you do not receive contribution envelopes, 
due to ACH contributions, please place in a plain 
envelope and mark “Christmas Flowers”. Include your 
name and names of those you would like honored or 
remembered. Thank you.  

DONATION CARDS 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

By now all Caring and Sharing Food Boxes should have been 
returned. Thank you to all those who donated for our 

upcoming event this week. It is much appreciated. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Although Christians know that Christ has 
already brought salvation, Advent  
reminds us that he continues to come 
daily, offering salvation, healing, and 
wholeness…and will one day return in 
glory, bringing God’s work to final  

completion. We must keep watch for God’s many ways 
of coming into our lives and we must respond by living 
lives of gratitude and service. We must be people of 
light. Let us use this Advent to recommit ourselves to 
allow the light of God to shine in our lives. “Let us then 
throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light.” (Romans 13: 12) 

Join The True Meaning of Christmas  
Poster Contest 

All students grades 1-4 who attend 
public, private, or homeschool are 
eligible. Entry forms and posters are due 

Dec 15th. Drop off entry form and completed poster at 
faith formation class or the SEAS office. 
Check out our website and FB page for entry form. 
https://www.seasholmen.org/knights-of-columbus.html    

http://diolc.org/pray
https://www.seasholmen.org/knights-of-columbus.html


FAITH FORMATION 

1st Sunday Of Advent 3 December 1, 2019 

BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS – NO FINANCIAL INFO AVIALABLE 

SIMPLE LIVING 

Please support the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests need your help. All of us, in some way or  
another, have benefitted from their many years of  
service in Catholic schools, hospitals, and parishes. Your 
gift to the national Retirement Fund for Religious  
provides funding for medication, nursing care, and 
more. Envelopes were provided in your monthly 
packets. Thank you for your support! Roughly 94  
percent of donations to the fund directly aid senior 
religious and their communities. 

REITREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 

Another great resource for Advent in the Advent  
Button on the Myparish app. You may need to refresh 
the app to include this special feature. If you haven’t 
loaded the app onto your Android or Apple device, 
you are missing out on very useful resources, such as 
Mass times, important messages, daily readings,  
prayers and videos. It’s free. Download today! 

 

ADVENT RESOURCES 

A great Christmas begins with a great Advent. In fact, 
a great rest-of-your-life begins with a great Advent. It 
begins with THIS Advent. Right now. Join us for BEST 
ADVENT EVER—a free daily email program featuring 
short and inspiring videos designed to make you 
 happier, to help your life work better, and to get you 
see the amazing possibilities God has in store for you 
and your loved ones! Take the first step toward  
discovering your amazing future—sign up today at: 
dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever.  

Approach Nature with 
Wonder and Awe 
In his encyclical, Laudato Si, 
Pope Francis gives us ways 
that we can implement our 
God-given task of earthly 
stewardship. During the 
season of Advent - a season of wonder and awe - we 
will explore four (one each week) ways we can build 
discipleship habits that will last beyond the Christmas 
season.  
 
This week, let us approach nature with “wonder and 
awe.” If we can, like Saint Francis of Assisi, call the  
elements and creatures of nature by the name Brother 
Sun, Sister Water, or Brother Rabbit, we open 
ourselves to wonder and awe, to a feeling of intimacy 
with all of creation. Struck by its beauty, we will strive 
to care for creation rather than exploit it. 
 
Pope Francis, in Laudato Si, quoted a pastoral letter by 
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops: “From 
panoramic vistas to the tiniest living form, nature is a 
constant source of wonder and awe. It is also a  
continuing revelation of the divine.” This Advent as we 
approach with wonder and awe, the babe born in a 
manger who grew into the One who redeemed us all, 
let us also see nature for the amazing gift that it is. 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class is 
Monday, January 20th at 6:30 pm. This 
session is an opportunity for you to enrich, 
deepen, and strengthen your Catholic Faith – 

the Faith you are asking to have your child brought 
into at the celebration of their baptism. Unless there is 
an emergency, parents are required to attend our 
Baptism session before each child is presented for 
baptism. Therefore, if you are pregnant, now is the 
time for you to register for class. Contact Sr. Bridget 
at the parish or go online at: www.seasholmen.org.   

Waiting on a King: An Advent Playlist 
By Christina Mead 
It’s not Christmas yet! If you look around you might be 
fooled into thinking otherwise but just. say. no. We 
have this whole month to enjoy the liturgical season of 
Advent, a time of waiting and preparing our hearts 
once again to remember Christ’s birth.  
But while we wait, we don’t want to be left out of all 
the Christmas-Music-Excitement! So I put together a 
Spotify playlist for Advent, with Christmas-y 
sounding songs that aren’t about Christmas. Psych! 
They’re all about waiting and preparing for Jesus, with 
a couple “let’s-stop-and-reflect-on-Mary” songs too. 
Enjoy! Open Spotify and search “Waiting on a King: 
An Advent Playlist” 

Important Faith Formation Dates: 
Wed., Dec. 4- Grades 3-6 Penance Service at 

church 6:30 pm 
Sun., Dec. 15 - First Penance Retreat 11:45am-

12:30 
Wed. Dec 18 - First Penance during Penance  
Service for grade 2  

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever
http://www.seasholmen.org
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 
Email: office@seasholmen.org 
STAFF 
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          
                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 
youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 
                                                 music@seasholmen.org 
Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 
                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean Kroeger, O.S.B. ......................................... 526-4908 
sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 
arrangements. 
SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 
to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 
made at least six months before the anticipated date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 
family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 
parish office. 
CATECHUMENATE 
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 
to visit the parish office.  

 

APPEAL UPDATE 

Help assist Rotary Lights in its mission of collecting         
non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry in 
the greater La Crosse area. Please bring your family 
(and  your non-perishable food items) to the Rotary 
Lights display in Riverside Park. It is a wonderful  
opportunity for families to enjoy an evening together.  
The SEAS Holmen Food Pantry is the recipient of the    
donated food items on the following evenings: 
Friday, December 13 
Saturday, December 21 
Wednesday, December 25 
Friday, December 27 
Tuesday, December 31 

Parish Council Members 
Alyson Haugen 
Jennifer Fisk 
Brian Clements 
Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 
Kathy Nicklaus 
Bill Heinz 
Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 
Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 
Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 
Pat Stephens 

Parish Target : $83,735 
Total pledged/received: $35,350.04 as of 

11/21/2019 
To donate online visit: 

https://diolc.org/donate-online 

ROTARY LIGHTS 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Please celebrate the Lord’s mercy in the Sacrament of    
Penance during these days of Advent. All parishioners 
are welcome to join the Faith Formation students on 
Wednesday evenings (December 4, December 11and 
18) at 6:30 pm. Five confessors will be available each 
evening. Also confessions are scheduled at 4:00 pm 
every Saturday. Please feel free to contact Father Parr 
if you wish to schedule a time more convenient for you. 

We are in need of a few extra helpers to launder the 
parish linens. Your commitment would be 1 or 2 months 
in the year. There is a specific process for laundering 
and the instructions can be emailed to you if you are 
interested. Please contact Sandy for more information:  
office@seasholmen.org or 526-4424. Thank you to 
those already volunteering their time and talent. This is 
a great opportunity for stewardship to our parish. 

GOOD MOURNING MINISTRY 

Losing one's partner, one's soulmate, one's spouse or a 
child "demands" the greatest inner strength one can 
apply, and it requires the help and wisdom of fellow 
grief travelers. The next meeting for SEAS Good 
Mourning Ministry is Mon., Dec. 9 at 1:00. All are  
welcome to join for any or all of our gatherings. 
Contact Carol or Sister Bridget at the parish office if 
you have any questions. 



 ADVENT PRAYER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, December 1        1st Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am Mass                 †   Alex, Theresa, Ron and  
              Rudy Wozney 
9:00 am Wee Believe Sunday School      
10:15am     Mass  People of SEAS  
 
 

Monday, December 2 Advent Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †       William Kroner 

 
Tuesday, December 3  St. Francis Xavier   
7:00 am      Mass     †  Goldie Warzynski 
6:30 pm RCIA 
6:30 pm Advent Bible Study 

 
Wednesday, December 4   Advent Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Pearl Nedvidek 
6:30 pm Faith Formation classes 
6:30 pm Sacrament of Penance      
 

Thursday, December 5   Advent Weekday 
8:30 am       Mass           †        Laura (Scholze) Koboski 
6:30 pm Choir practice   

 
Friday, December 6   Advent Weekday 
Please Note Time Change for Mass 
7:00 am  Mass     †        Marie Doherty and Family 
9:00 am Caring and Sharing   
      

 

Saturday, December 7    St. Ambrose 
8:00 am      Pray the Rosary  
4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                               Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Advent 
5:00 PM Mass                †       Debra Hasz 
 

 

Sunday, December 8         2nd Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am Mass                †      Madolyn DeRosa    
9:15 am Simple Living Discussion Group 
10:15am     Mass              People of SEAS 
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Lord Jesus, 
Master of both the light and the darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit 
upon our preparations for Christmas. 
We who have so much to do  
seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 
We who are anxious over many things  
look forward to your coming among us. 
We who are blessed in so many ways  
long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 
We whose hearts are heavy 
seek the joy of your presence. 
We are your people,  
walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” 
 
—Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 

PLEASE JOIN US 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 3rd 10th and 17th  | 6:30-7:30 pm 
One of the many ministries we have here at  
St. Elizabeth’s is the ongoing adult formation studies. 
We began this ministry two years ago with the 
Adventure from Adam to Jesus “God’s Love Story” and 
continued it with “Traveling with Mary” the studies of 
the Joyful Mysteries from the Gospel of Luke. Last Lent 
we studied part one of the “Walk through the Mass.” 
Join Mr. Pat Brueggen this Advent season as we 
continue our studies with part two of a “Walk Through 
the Mass.” The three reflective presentations are:  
1. The significance of the sacrifice being offered  
2. The ritual of the Mass  
3.  The importance of the Eucharist. 
These presentations will include: Video presentations 
by Fr. Robert Barron, Q and A, and small group discus-
sions led by Mr. Brueggen.  
These sessions are suitable for all ages and will make 
for a great way to challenge yourself in scripture 
knowledge and meditative prayer. 
Make plans now to attend and invite a friend. 

Our heartfelt thanks to those people who shared their 
gifts of heart and hands to enhance the Stations of the 
Cross in our church. Judy McHugh recognized the need 

and provided both the vision and determination that  
ensured the success of the effort. In his workshop 
Michael Kendhammer labored with love for many hours 
to make the enhanced Stations a reality. We are  
grateful to those who assisted in the design, lettering 
and placement: Lisa and John Fisher, Janet and Ron  

Bertelsen, Therese and Larry Sciborski. A demanding job 
done with great generosity of heart and graciousness of 
spirit.  
Thank you. And may this effort inspire us to renew our 
efforts to pray the Stations with renewed fervor.    


