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St Bernard writes that there are 3 comings of Christ. The first was fulfilled some 2000 plus years ago with 

the incarnation. This coming was cloaked in human flesh, and was hidden from many of his contemporaries. The 2nd 

will be his coming in glory, and there will be no such confusion. Lastly there is a third coming, and this is the one we 

live, as Christ is born in our hearts and minds. It is fulfilled in each heart throughout our lives, and this coming  

involves a birth as well. Like all births, there is pain involved and we are put to the test. As St John the Baptist puts 

it ‘He must increase, I must decrease’. 

This is why the Church has given the Advent season, as the expectant births do not just come about. We must 

prepare and plan for it, like a couple expecting a child prepare the home for the new arrival. This child, whether it 

is the 1st or the 6th, will bring change into their lives and the life of the family. As we accept Christ into our lives, it 

will change us in ways we cannot imagine. 

So how do we prepare for such an event? St Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 3 to work to make greater  

progress in the life of holiness, “putting on” the character of Christ. We also prepare by calling others to faith in 

Christ, something all baptized Christians are called to do. As a beautiful way to evangelize this Christmas, consider 

inviting a neighbor, friend or family member to join you in celebrating Christmas at one of our Masses.  

 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Thursday Dec 8th  is an important day in the eyes of the Church, so important in fact, that it is a Holy Day of 

Obligation; The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) and 

our Church Fathers speak more clearly than I can on this subject. 

487 What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what it believes about Christ, and what it 

teaches about Mary illumines in turn its faith in Christ.  

490 To become the mother of the Savior, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a 

role."132 The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as "full of grace".133 In fact, in order for 

Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she 

be wholly borne by God's grace.  

491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, 

134 was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception  

confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854: The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her  

conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the 

human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin.135 

492 The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first instant of her 

conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her 

Son".136 The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person "in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before him 

in love".137  

Hopefully this will give you something for reflection before the Holy Day, and I’ll see you at Mass.    

 God bless.  

  Fr Jim 

PARISH TOWN HALL MEETINGS 

The parish and finance councils have been working behind the scenes to prepare for the upcoming Inspired 

by the Spirit Capital Campaign. This campaign is being held at the direction of the diocese, and is divided into 3 

phases. St Elizabeth Ann Seton parish was originally in the introductory phase, but was moved to the last phase due 

to the retirement of Fr Parr. One aspect of this campaign is to prepare a parish statement stating where the funds 

will be divided. There has been much discussion here at SEAS over many years concerning the future of our parish, 

and what may be needed as far as the physical structures for our parish. 

 In order to bring these discussions up to date, I am proposing a series of parish town hall meetings. The first 

of these will take place following the weekend Masses on December 10 and 11. I am sure we will need further  

discussions down the road, but we need to get the ball rolling. Please consider staying after Mass that weekend to 

join in the discussion. I would anticipate around a half hour or so should be sufficient.  

Thank you.  

 Fr Jim 
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What is a Jesse Tree? 

A Jesse tree is a traditional Advent craft 

which shows the relationship of Jesus to 

famous people from the bible. Every day 

you read the story of somebody related 

to Jesus from the Bible and hang an orna-

ment on the tree with a symbol which represents the 

person you just read about. This helps our families un-

derstand our salvation history and that God has been 

working with a purpose through the ages to bring 

about our salvation. 

Activities like this help our children understand that all 

throughout history God has prepared us for the life He 

intends us to live. He gave us the holy men and women 

of the Old Testament to prepare us for the coming of 

Jesus. In the same way, He sends people into our lives 

today to draw us closer to Him. 

This is also a wonderful way to remind our families 

that this is a time of preparation for Christmas, not the 

Christmas season itself. Just as God prepares us for 

salvation, we can use this holy season of Advent to 

prepare ourselves. 

Here is a link to downloadable Jesse Tree ornaments 

and readings for your own Jesse Tree:   

https://www.seasholmen.org/faith-formation.html 

 

IMPORTANT FAITH FORMATION DATES 

Dec. 7 – All School Mass. 6:30 pm All students should 

attend Mass. Families are also invited.  

Dec. 14 -Grades 6-8 meet at church for confessions 

6:30pm. Parents are encouraged to join. 

Dec. 14 -Confirmation Session for students and  

sponsors in church 7:30-8:30pm 

Dec. 21 -No Faith Formation 

Attention Parishioners-  

At this time we would like to ask that 

you don’t drop off any more non-

food items, such as clothing. The food 

pantry will be closed now until  

January and we don’t have the room 

to store these items. We ask that you only drop off non

-perishable food in the upcoming year. Again, thank 

you for all your generous donations. 

CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST  

“The True Meaning of Christmas” 

All students in Grades 1 – 4 in private/

public/or home schooled are eligible to 

submit entries. The contest runs through  

December 21 and the rules are on the Identification 

Label attached to the poster given out in the Faith  

Formation classes or materials can be found in the 

gathering place. Entry forms must have complete  

contact information for student, parent, and the school/

parish. If not, they will be disqualified. The theme  

“The True Meaning of Christmas” results in numerous 

scenes of the Holy Family in the stable. Past winning 

entries have focused on the Baby Jesus, the Madonna 

and Child, or the Magi on their journey to Bethlehem.  

Others emphasized family gatherings, a country church 

on Christmas Eve, Peace on Earth or incorporated 

Christmas carols. Do not use the words of the theme on 

the posters! 

A great resource for Advent is the Advent  

Button on the Myparish app. Download the 

Myparish app on any Android or Apple  

device. If you already have the app, you may 

need to refresh the app to include this special feature. 

The app includes Mass times, important messages, daily 

readings, prayers and videos. It’s free. Download  

today! 

Thank You is Not Enough!  

We cannot express how grateful we are to the Food 

Pantry committee for stepping up and dedicating so 

much of their time to this year’s Caring and Sharing 

event that happened on Friday, Dec. 2nd. Thank you to 

the many, many people who donated generously of 

their time, talent, and treasure to make our 2022 

Christmas Caring and Sharing Day a success!  We 

served over 60 families, enabling over 400  

people to experience a joyous Christmas! We could not 

have accomplished this without the generosity of you, 

our parishioners, who donated bountiful food for all, 

along with many, many wonderful items such as  

clothing, toys, bedding, and more. The amount of hours 

of volunteer labor it takes to pull off this event is  

staggering, but because of the generous stewardship 

of this parish, it all comes together seamlessly. Our 

guests felt so welcome and experienced such  

hospitality from everyone they encountered. Many of 

them have asked us to share with you their thanks. 

Without your help, they would not have any Christmas 

at all. From the bottom of their hearts…and ours…

THANK YOU…AND GOD BLESS YOU!  

 

 

 Accidently Sold – A gold colored aluminum dome 

cake keeper with an acorn shaped handle was  

accidently sold at the Bazaar. If you happened to 

have purchased it or know of who might have bought 

it, could you please contact the parish office?  

 

On that note, please do not leave items at church  

without notifying parish staff and properly labeling 

item with a name. Thank you. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

Finance Council Members 

Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                           

Pat Stephens 

 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone/526-4424  Fax/526-3177  Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Fr. Jim Weighner…………….….jweighner@diolclergy.org 

C.R.E. (3 yrs-gr. 5), Mary Luebke…………..reled@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue……………………office@seasholmen.org 

Parish Assistant, Christi Wengel……..……...christi@seasholmen.org 

Maintenance, Brett Linskey…………maintenance@seasholmen.org 

Music Coordinator, Shealan Bahr...…musicdir@stpatsonalaska.com 

Pastor Emeritus, Msgr. Delbert J. Malin 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.8:30am  Tues.-5:15pm 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. . 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a preparation session.  

Marriage:  Arrangements for a wedding date are to be made at 

least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

CALENDAR 

Sunday, December 4                   2nd Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am Mass                          †    Goldie Warzynski  

9:15 am Wee Believe Sunday School    

10:15am     Mass                 People of SEAS 

 

Monday, December 5   Advent Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                        †       Richard Granum  

5:00 pm Choir practice 

 

Tuesday, December 6    Advent Weekday 

5:15 pm  Mass                †   Jeff Smaby 

 

Wednesday, December 7    St. Ambrose 

8:30 am      Mass   Jim Hawes Family 

9:00 am Card Making for the Homebound  

                                       Vigil: Immaculate Conception of the 

      Blessed Virgin Mary 

6:30 pm Mass     People of SEAS 

 

Thursday, December 8       The Immaculate Conception of 

     the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Parish Office Closed 

7:00 am       Mass                         McMahon/Linskey Families 

12:10 pm  Mass     †      Sr. Bridget Donaldson 

6:30 pm  Huberters Meeting 

 

Friday, December 9     Advent Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass           Living and Deceased Members 

               of the Jeremy Dumyas family 

 

Saturday, December 10    Advent Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                             Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Advent 

5:00 PM Mass                          †      Joe and Ruth Beranek 

Parish Town Hall Meeting after Mass in the gathering place 

 

Sunday, December 11        3rd Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am Mass                            †   Brent Loken 

10:15am     Mass                  People of SEAS 

Parish Town Hall Meeting after Masses in the gathering 

place 

Bill Baumgardner 

Sue Bialecki 

Ken Burmeister 

John DeMaira 

Leo and Marie Dummer 

Joe and Donna Gittens 

Betty Harebo 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Bonnie Horman 

Bev Lesnar 

Amy Luedtke 

Renee Lund 

Sue Lund 

Andy Niles 

Mike Niles 

Cindy Halvorson Ritteman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Ken Proctor 

Janet Ruff 

Josh and Ashley Russell family 

Kenneth Shoemake 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Heather Yang 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

When requesting that an individual be added to our prayer list, you 

must have the consent of the individual or their family for their name to 

be publicized. Also, please remember to inform us when someone should 

be taken off the list. 

Christmas Mass Times 

Vigil - Saturday, December 24 

 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 25 

8:00 am & 10:15 am  

Parish Office closed Fri, Dec. 23th &Mon., Dec. 26th 

Sacrament of Penance 

 Every Saturday from 4:00 to 4:45 pm  

Additionally for the Advent season, following each of 

the Holy Day Masses on Dec 7&8; Saturday Dec 17  

beginning at 8:30 and following the 5:15 Mass on  

Tuesday Dec 20. 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast 7am-11am
Lunch Menu starting at 11am

      504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

Tri-State Business 
Machines Inc.

Sales, Leases, Rentals
 781-2100 • 800-544-2679 
 LaCrosse, WI • Rochester, MN 

Remodel • Service • Repair
www.maxwellwhite.net

MAXWELL-WHITEMAXWELL-WHITE
WATER CONDITIONINGWATER CONDITIONING

(608) 781-8088(608) 781-8088
Let us help you achieve CLEAN, CLEAR, &

EFFICIENT WATER that is SAFE,
RELIABLE & PURE!

782-0664

Residential • Commercial • Churches • Agriculture

FULLY INSURED   

Over 50 Years Experience in the Metal Roofing Business
608-786-0660 • 957 West Ave. N, West Salem 

www.culpittroofing.com

Purveyor of  
Fine Meats  

and Seafoods.

BAKALARS SAUSAGE CO. INC. 
Office 608.784.0384 

2760 Hemstock St. • La Crosse, WI 54603 
www.schweigertmeats.com

Onalaska  •  Holmen  •  Village  •  Copeland 
781-2272   526-3339   788-8777   785-1000 

www.festfoods.com

N4314 CTH M • West Salem, WI
784-1888

We’re #1 in a #2 Business

“We’d love to be your flooring guy”
Scott Zielke   783-1088

WWW.FLOORCRAFTERSONLINE.COM

Sean O’Flaherty
(608) 785-3255    www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 205 • La Crosse

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Gina Shaughnessy

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2487



   

 

La Crosse’s Rotary Lights  

Help assist Rotary Lights in its  

mission of collecting non-perishable food items to help 

feed the hungry in the greater La Crosse area. Please 

bring your family (and your non-perishable food items) 

to the Rotary Lights display in Riverside Park. It is a 

wonderful opportunity for families to enjoy an evening 

together.  

 

The SEAS Holmen Food  

Pantry is the recipient of the 

donated food items on the  

following evenings: 

Tuesday, December 6 

Friday, December 9 

Saturday, December 17 

Friday, December 23 

Sunday, December 25 

Friday, December 30  

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MAY 

   A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION  

(PARISH OFFICE CLOSED—DEC. 8) 

MASS TIMES 

VIGIL MASS-DEC. 7– 6:30PM 

DEC. 8 - 7AM AND 12:10PM 

Do you have a strong attraction to the Eucharist? Are you drawn to worship our Lord at 

weekly and/or daily Mass? Do you see all who gather at the Table of the Lord as sisters 

and brothers in Christ? If you answer yes to these questions, then maybe this is the season 

of life for you to join the ministry of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. We  

utilize Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion at our weekend Masses and are  

currently looking to add to our roster. Please contact Christi Wengel at:christi@seasholmen.org if you are  

Interested in learning more about this ministry. 

Special Collection - Give in thanksgiving. “I shall  

always be grateful for my Catholic education” writes a 

donor. Please join in thanking senior Catholic sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests who worked  

tirelessly to educate the young, provide health care, 

minister in parishes, and serve others in need. Please 

give generously to the Retirement Fund for Religious, 

which helps hundreds of religious communities care for 

aging members. May God reward you. Envelopes for 

this collection were in your monthly packets. If you don’t 

receive envelopes but wish to contribute, please put 

your offering in a plain envelope marked Retirement 

Fund for Religious. Donations should be returned to the 

parish no later than Dec. 19th. Thank you. 

Simple Living Reflections for Advent  

Buy Local This Christmas Season - It Matters to Our 

Community and to the Earth 

Small business is the foundation of our local economy 

and their support of our civic sector is a primary  

contributor to the success of our community. Purchasing 

an item made locally also reduces the impacts of  

climate change. For example, purchase jewelry made 

by a local craftsperson, patronize the local florist or 

bakers of homemade cakes and chocolates, or give gift 

cards for local restaurants and salons. Every dollar you 

spend at an independent local business creates up to 

3½ times more local economic benefit than dollars 

spent at a chain. Usually, you will also get better  

service and avoid supply chain issues. 

Giving a gift to loved ones is a gift in and of itself - by 

thoughtfully selecting unique, meaningful items, gifts 

become more than merely possessions: they symbolize 

care for a person. By shopping in a local business,  

finding that perfect, unique gift or service is easy. 

If you would like to make a donation toward Christmas 

flowers to decorate the church, please use the Flower 

Offering Envelope in your December contribution  

packet. If you do not receive contribution envelopes, 

due to ACH contributions, please place in a plain  

envelope and mark “Christmas Flowers”. Include your 

name and names of those you would like honored or 

remembered. Thank you.  

Homebound Parishioners 

If you are a homebound parishioner or know of  

someone, please call and let the office know to be 

added to our Homebound Card list. We have a  

beautiful ministry in which cards are sent to our  

homebound parishioners throughout the year. Also, if 

you would like to receive Holy Communion at home, 

please call the office so that arrangements can be 

made. Thank you.  

St Elizabeth's Parish is seeking volunteers that would be 

willing to offer their services as a home-bound minister. 

This could be a set schedule or as-needed. Background 

checks are required. If interested, please contact  

Fr. Jim for more information. Thank you for your  

consideration. 

 

 

 

 


