
First Sunday of Advent 

November 27, 2022 



If you would like to make a donation toward Christmas flowers to decorate the church, please use the 

Flower Offering Envelope in your December contribution packet. If you do not receive contribution  

envelopes, due to ACH contributions, please place in a plain envelope and mark “Christmas Flowers”. 

Include your name and names of those you would like honored or remembered. Thank you.  
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ADVENT 2022 HAS ARRIVED 

The first Advent spanned thousands of years, from the dawn of creation to the birth of Christ. God does not 

rush into things, and we have an opportunity each year to enter into the timelessness of God as we prepare for our 

own advent. Our world is all about instant satisfaction, fast food meals and Fed Ex for when we forget. But when 

we try to apply this mentality to our spiritual life, we barely touch the surface, and when that fails to satisfy, we 

are easily tempted to think the spiritual life is too difficult. 

 With Thanksgiving behind us, Advent is a time to slow down as we wait for Christmas; 4 weeks to reset our 

priorities and to see how our relationship with God stands. God’s promise of salvation is fulfilled in Jesus Christ; 

born to Mary and Joseph over 2020 years ago in Bethlehem, who comes to us each day in the Eucharist and who 

will come again at the end of time. Do we believe this, does it impact our lives?  

 Christmas is not about getting gifts or getting together with friends and family. These are important aspects, 

but they should flow out of the real reason we celebrate: the Messiah has come, he lives among us, and he calls us 

to himself. Our lives, both private and public, should reflect this in how we treat our families, our business associates, 

the poor, the homeless, all whom God puts in our lives. When we say yes to God as Mary did, we open our hearts 

to him as she did. In doing this, Christ grows in our hearts, little by little, as he did in Mary’s womb. One day we will 

no longer be able to contain him, and he will burst forth from our hearts, changing our world and the world all 

around us. 

 All of this begins only one way: we must become men and women of prayer if we want to change our 

world, beginning with ourselves. We need to be in touch with the One who is our creator each day. Try 10 minutes 

a day, read a bit of the story of the birth of Jesus before dinner, (Lk 1-2) discuss this with your children or spouse 

over dinner. In this way, it will be easy to finish the story by Christmas. Let this Advent be the first Advent of the rest 

of your life.  

 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

 In many Christian homes and churches, the season of Advent is celebrated by placing an Advent wreath in a 

place of honor and lighting the candles. Oftentimes, in the home this is done at dinnertime with the family, and 

there are Scripture readings and other prayers said at this time. It can be an excellent opportunity to teach our 

younger children and deepen family devotion. The wreath is an important devotional that can serve as a link be-

tween what happens in our homes and our liturgical celebrations in our churches. 

 The origins of the wreath are not certain, but can be traced to pre-Christian times where they were used as 

a sign of hope that soon the days would begin to grow in length. The early Christians adapted this tradition as part 

of their preparation for the Christmas season. The circle of the wreath is a symbol of God, with no beginning and 

no end, His eternity and endless mercy. The evergreen is a symbol of hope and eternal life and the candles are 

symbols of the light of Christ. Each candle represents a period of waiting, symbolizing the 4 centuries from the 

prophet Malachi to the birth of Christ. The purple candles represent the time of prayer, penance and sacrifice 

leading up the Christ’s birth. The pink candle represents the joy of our anticipation, as we have come to the mid-

point of the Advent season.  

 Making use of a wreath can be a means of deepening your family’s spiritual preparation for the birth of 

Christ, as well as help bring the family together for prayer and meals, which will help build and strengthen our 

families.   

May God bless you and your families throughout this Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Fr Jim 

Homebound Parishioners 

If you are a homebound parishioner or know of someone, please call and let the office know to be added to our 

Homebound Card list. We have a beautiful ministry in which cards are sent to our homebound parishioners often 

throughout the year. Also, if you would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please call the office so that  

arrangements can be made. Thank you.  
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There are 3 elements to the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

CONVERSION, CONFESSION and CELEBRATION 

Conversion is a change of heart to turn back toward God, apologize for the wrong we have done, then 

celebrate the joy we have being in friendship with Him again. 

During the season of Advent we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child by celebrating the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. When we are in a fight with someone and not getting along, we turn our faces away 

from each other. When we are in a state of sin, we have turned away from God. With a little lesson in Latin we 

learn that “re” means again and “concili�re”, means unite or bring together. So reconciliation literally means bring 

together again” To break it down even further the word “cilia” is eyelash. So really what we are doing in  

Reconciliation is removing our sin so we can reunite ourselves again with God and come to him again face to face 

or even more intimately eyelash to eyelash.  Psalm 27:8,9  My heart said, “Seek His face.” Your face, O LORD, I 

will seek. Hide not Your face from me, nor turn away Your servant in anger.    

 

IMPORTANT FAITH FORMATION DATES 

Nov. 30 - Grades 3-5 meet at church for confessions 6:30pm. Parents are encouraged to join. 

Dec. 7 – All School Mass/Feast of the Immaculate Conception at 6:30 pm. All students should attend Mass with their 

families. 

Dec. 14 -Grades 6-8 meet at church for confessions 6:30pm. Parents are encouraged to join. 

Dec. 14 -Confirmation Session for students and sponsors in church 7:30-8:30pm 

Dec. 21 -No Faith Formation 

Do you have a warm and welcoming 

smile? Do you enjoy greeting people 

and answering questions? Do you see 

the face of Christ in everyone you 

meet? If so, then maybe the Ministry 

of Hospitality is for you. This most 

vital ministry sets the tone for our 

parish.  

Hospitality is key, for as Scripture tells us, “Do not  

neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 

that some have entertained angels without knowing 

it.” (Hebrews 13:2)  Please consider if you are being 

called as a Minister of Hospitality.  

Contact Christi Wengel in the parish office. 

 

 

La Crosse’s Rotary Lights  

Help assist Rotary Lights in its mission of collecting non-

perishable food items to help feed the hungry in the 

greater La Crosse area. Please bring your family (and 

your non-perishable food items) to the Rotary Lights 

display in Riverside Park. It is a wonderful opportunity 

for families to enjoy an evening together.  

 

The SEAS Holmen Food Pantry is the recipient of the 

donated food items on the  

following evenings: 

Saturday, November 26 

Friday, December  2 

Tuesday, December 6 

Friday, December 9 

Saturday, December 17 

Friday, December 23 

Sunday, December 25 

Friday, December 30  

Attention Parishioners- We would like to thank  

everyone who has donated non-food items for our 

food pantry and Caring and Sharing event. It was 

much appreciated. 

 

At this time we would like to ask that you don’t drop 

off any more non-food items, such as clothing. The food 

pantry will be closed now until January and we don’t 

have the room to store these items. We ask that you 

only drop off non-perishable food in the upcoming 

year. Again, thank you for all your generous donations. 

Simple Living Reflections for Advent  

In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis writes “Many people know 

that…the mere amassing of things and pleasures are 

not enough to give meaning and joy to the human 

heart, yet they feel unable to give up what the market 

sets before them.” (p. 101) As we prepare for the  

coming of Jesus and are thinking of special gifts for 

loved ones consider donating money or time to a  

special charity.  Make a donation to a charity you think 

a loved one will feel a connection to or as a family  

research the myriad of charities available from local to 

international and decide on one or two to support  

during Advent.  Another rewarding option is to find a 

local charity where you can volunteer together as a 

family and share that special experience.  In this way 

you can bring joy to your heart and the hearts of those 

you love. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

 

CALENDAR 

Sunday, November 27               1st Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am Mass                          †    AJ Oomens  

10:15am     Mass                 People of SEAS 

 

Monday, November 28   Advent Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                         †       Andrea Jessessky  

5:00 pm Choir practice 

 

Tuesday, November 29   Advent Weekday 

5:15 pm  Mass                         Jim Hawes family 

 

Wednesday, November 30    St. Andrew 

8:30 am      Mass                †   Joan Leonard 

 

Thursday, December 1     Advent Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass                       †  James Dehnke 

 

1st Friday, December 2     Advent Weekday 

Note-Time change -8:00 am Mass    †  William Kroner  

 

1st Saturday, December 3    St. Thomas 

8:00 am Mass        †    Joe Wolff 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                             Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

5:00 PM Mass            Families of the Knights of Columbus 

Blessing of the Nativity and Christmas Party following Mass 

 

Sunday, December 4                   2nd Sunday of Advent  

8:00 am Mass                         †   Goldie Warzynski 

9:15 am Wee Believe Sunday School 

10:15am     Mass                 People of SEAS 

 

Please Note the time change for Mass on Dec. 2nd due to  

Caring and Sharing event. No adoration to follow but  

confessions will still be available. 

Bill Baumgardner 

Charles Bertram 

Sue Bialecki 

Ken Burmeister 

John DeMaira 

Leo and Marie Dummer 

Joe and Donna Gittens 

Betty Harebo 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Bonnie Horman 

Bev Lesnar 

Amy Luedtke 

Andy Niles 

Mike Niles 

Cindy Halvorson Ritteman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Ken Proctor 

Janet Ruff 

Josh and Ashley Russell family 

Kenneth Shoemake 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Heather Yang 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized,  

military members, homebound and anyone  

needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 

When requesting that an individual be added to our prayer list, you 

must have the consent of the individual or their family for their 

name to be publicized. Also, please remember to inform us when 

someone should be taken off the list. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MAY 

   A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION  

(PARISH OFFICE CLOSED ) 

MASS TIMES 

VIGIL MASS-DEC. 7– 6:30PM 

DEC. 8 - 7AM AND 12:10PM 

St Elizabeth's Parish is seeking volunteers that 

would be willing to offer their services as a 

home-bound minister. This could be a set 

schedule or as-needed. Background checks 

are required. If interested, please contact  

Fr. Jim for more information. Thank you for 

your consideration 

 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone/526-4424  Fax/526-3177  Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Fr. Jim Weighner…………….…....pastor@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 yrs-gr. 5), Mary Luebke…………..reled@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue……………………office@seasholmen.org 

Parish Assistant, Christi Wengel……..……...christi@seasholmen.org 

Maintenance, Brett Linskey…………maintenance@seasholmen.org 

Music Coordinator, Shealan Bahr...…musicdir@stpatsonalaska.com 

Pastor Emeritus, Msgr. Delbert J. Malin 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.8:30am  Tues.-5:15pm 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a preparation session.  

Marriage:  Arrangements for a wedding date are to be made at 

least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

Finance Council Members 

Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                           

Pat Stephens 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast 7am-11am
Lunch Menu starting at 11am

      504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

Tri-State Business 
Machines Inc.

Sales, Leases, Rentals
 781-2100 • 800-544-2679 
 LaCrosse, WI • Rochester, MN 

Remodel • Service • Repair
www.maxwellwhite.net

MAXWELL-WHITEMAXWELL-WHITE
WATER CONDITIONINGWATER CONDITIONING

(608) 781-8088(608) 781-8088
Let us help you achieve CLEAN, CLEAR, &

EFFICIENT WATER that is SAFE,
RELIABLE & PURE!

782-0664

Residential • Commercial • Churches • Agriculture

FULLY INSURED   

Over 50 Years Experience in the Metal Roofing Business
608-786-0660 • 957 West Ave. N, West Salem 

www.culpittroofing.com

Purveyor of  
Fine Meats  

and Seafoods.

BAKALARS SAUSAGE CO. INC. 
Office 608.784.0384 

2760 Hemstock St. • La Crosse, WI 54603 
www.schweigertmeats.com

Onalaska  •  Holmen  •  Village  •  Copeland 
781-2272   526-3339   788-8777   785-1000 

www.festfoods.com

N4314 CTH M • West Salem, WI
784-1888

We’re #1 in a #2 Business

“We’d love to be your flooring guy”
Scott Zielke   783-1088

WWW.FLOORCRAFTERSONLINE.COM

Sean O’Flaherty
(608) 785-3255    www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 205 • La Crosse

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Gina Shaughnessy

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2487



   

 

Bishop Callahan's Advent Video Message  

Bishop Callahan has recorded his Advent video  

message, which can be viewed on the Advent page of 

our parish website at: seasholmen.org along with all 

our parish Advent events. 

CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST  

“The True Meaning of Christmas” 

All students in Grades 1 – 4 in private/

public/or home schooled are eligible to 

submit entries. The contest runs through  

December 21 and the rules are on the Identification 

Label attached to the poster given out in the Faith  

Formation classes or materials can be found in the 

gathering place. Entry forms must have complete  

contact information for student, parent, and the school/

parish. If not, they will be disqualified. The theme  

“The True Meaning of Christmas” results in numerous 

scenes of the Holy Family in the stable. Past winning 

entries have focused on the Baby Jesus, the Madonna 

and Child, or the Magi on their journey to Bethlehem.  

Others emphasized family gatherings, a country church 

on Christmas Eve, Peace on Earth or incorporated 

Christmas carols. Do not use the words of the theme on 

the posters! 

 

Vigil/Votive Candles 

These candles at the front of the church 

are available for our parishioners to light 

at any time. Lighting a candle is a way of 

extending one's prayer and showing soli-

darity with the person on whose behalf the 

prayer is offered. Candles may be lit for 

loved ones who have died, in gratitude, 

supplication, or for any other  

intention. There is a suggested donation of 

$ 3.00 to offset the cost of the candle that can be left 

in the basket next in the cabinet under Mary.   

“Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 

The Rosebud Program 

The Elizabeth Ministry program at SEAS is 

introducing a visual reminder of the power 

of prayer through the Rosebud program.  At 

the front of the church in the sanctuary under 

our Blessed Mary, you will see a vase of 

roses.  These roses each represent a sacred life and 

each color represents a different prayer request.   

A pink rosebud honors pregnancy and the unborn 

baby.  A red rosebud celebrates birth or adoption.  

A white rosebud remembers a child lost through  

miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth, or infant or child 

death (whether recent or in the past).  A yellow  

rosebud represents those waiting to conceive or 

adopt.  A blue rosebud represents those families  

experiencing troubling times, and a purple rosebud 

represents grandparents’ concerns.   

When the occasion arises, simply approach the altar, 

pick out the appropriate rosebud, and place it in the 

vase.   A journal is available to fill out with your 

name or with an anonymous notation whatever  

details you would like the parish to hold in prayer. 

Prayer cards for the various situations are located 

next to the roses and can be taken home and kept 

for personal meditation.  The roses will serve as  

reminders to all members of the parish to hold your 

intentions in prayer.   

 

 

We welcome 

Amaya Rae Zabinski,  

daughter of Dustin and Kelsey Zabinski, 

to our faith community in the  

celebration of Baptism.  

 

 

It is now our privilege to help this child grow in faith.  

    We have a great gift of faith to share.  


