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  From the Desk of Fr. Aaron Becker… 

 

Consider Me Excused 

 

“Just ten more minutes, mom. I almost got this level beat.” “Dad, it’s too hot outside to mow the lawn.” If there is an 

excuse in the book, it’s been used by teenagers. Heck we, ourselves, employed excuses to get out of chores or  

projects when we were growing up.   

 In our Gospel passage today, Jesus encounters three people who excuse themselves from a life of  

discipleship. Each would-be-follower of Jesus is curious enough to be near Jesus and His disciples. They either ask 

to follow Him or are asked by Jesus Himself. However, all of them decline to follow when He pushes a little. Jesus 

mentions to one inquirer that it’ll be uncomfortable to follow Him. That seemingly enthusiastic person then promptly 

walks away. The other two curious onlookers are focused on what they will have to give up if they choose to follow 

Jesus. They see the old ways they will have to leave behind by accepting Jesus’s invitation. 

 When Jesus asks someone to follow Him, He is not content with being one thing among many. He is not  

satisfied with being just another collectable on the shelf, but rather the most important Person in our lives. To follow 

Him is to lead the life He has traced for us, and leave behind the old life of comfortable mediocrity. Paying lip 

service to a creed or code of conduct, is not enough for Jesus. Following Jesus requires action and conversions. I say 

conversions, plural, because the initial choice to follow Jesus is only the first step. As any relationship must grow 

deeper, so too our relationship with Christ. Each conversion requires a leaving behind old sinful ways and bad 

habits in order to draw closer to Christ as our guiding light.   

 Engaging in a life of constant conversion is not easy, and it requires conscious choices to follow Christ each 

moment of everyday. Often Jesus asks us to do something we’d rather not, and that’s when our excuses ring out as 

they did when we were younger. As much as we don’t want to admit it, we adults still make excuses. We usually 

brand them as “complaints” or “reasons”, but they’re really just excuses at their heart. Instead of praying before a 

meal at a graduation party or a restaurant, we make the excuse of not being showy with our faith. Or, instead of 

learning more about why Jesus teaches certain things, we excuse ourselves because we tell ourselves we learned 

everything already. Of course, these are only a few, but we all have plenty of our favorite excuses we like to  

employ.   

 Obviously, teenagers and the would-be-followers of Jesus are not the only ones to make use of excuses. If 

we’re honest with ourselves, we recognize that we do too. No matter where we are on our faith journey, Jesus is 

inviting us to follow Him and grow in our relationship with Him. The initial choice to be a disciple is a great first 

step, but true discipleship requires a continuous conversion. What is holding me back from fully accepting His call to 

conversion? What is my excuse?    

 If you’re shopping for the Food Pantry, please consider our following immediate needs: crackers, cereal, toilet  

paper, dish soap, and laundry soap. For the summer, we can also use other “treats” such as pickles, children’s 

snacks, fruit cups, and nuts. As always, thank you very much for seeing the face of Christ in our sisters and brothers 

in need. God bless! 

 

 

For Your Marriage  

Each year, couples celebrate their anniversary. It is very good to mark this day, to remember the day 

that you were wed. On that day, you made promises to one another: you vowed to love each other in 

good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. Each year on your anniversary, take time to review 

your year. What went well? What did not? What could you do – together – to make the coming year better and 

stronger? On your anniversary, also remember to CELEBRATE! Your marriage deserves celebrating…whether 

you’ve been married one year or sixty years…whether it’s been a so-so year or a fantastic year! Congratulations 

to all our married couples!  

Amen 

As Catholics, we say “Amen” a great deal. The word “Amen” goes back to Jewish people in the pre-Christian era.  

It means “All this is true; we believe it.” “Amen” is a profound and reverent affirmation of all that was just said and 

done. At Mass, when we say “Amen”, say it wholeheartedly and with meaning. Amen!  I believe!  It is true!  
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Registration is open for the Annual 

Kornfest Fun Run. Sign up today at 

www.seasholmen.org  

Automatic Giving 

Want to continue to give but are not able to make it to 

Mass at St. Elizabeth’s? We have a simple solution. Try 

the convenient online giving option. If you visit our  

website at www.seasholmen.org you will find a button 

that will link you to this option. It is user friendly. You 

can choose to give one time or set up recurring  

donations. You can use your savings/checking/credit or 

debit. Forms are in the gathering place if you prefer 

not to use the online service. If you have any questions 

regarding automatic giving, please contact Sandy in 

the parish office. Thank you for your stewardship. 

 

 

 

“Ukraine: My Brave and Suffering Homeland”  

Valentyna Pavsyukova, who founded Chalice of Mercy 

mission to Ukraine in Chippewa Falls in 2007, will 

speak about the cruel invasion of her homeland, the 

current situation, and the relief work of Chalice of  

Mercy that has been so beautifully supported by the 

people of our diocese and beyond. She will speak also 

of the graces that have come in the midst of the sorrow 

and pain. This talk is open to the public. Free-will  

donations will be gratefully accepted. To donate to 

Chalice of Mercy, visit chaliceofmercy.org/donate.  

Every penny goes to Ukraine relief. 

Tuesday, June 28, 7:30 PM  

San Damiano Chapel, 900 Viterbo Dr, La Crosse   

Only 2 weeks left to sign up! 

 

Vacation Bible School at SEAS 

July 11-14, 2022 

Construction themed Vacation Bible School for kids 

grades K-5 - Register online at seasholmen.org. 

$25 per child/$35 per family Volunteers needed 

(6th grade and up and adult)  

Questions? Contact Mary Luebke in the  

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry Office 526- 4424.  

 Fasting before Communion 

What exactly is the present rule for the fast before Holy 

Communion? 

According to the 1964 decree issued by Pope Paul, 

people should fast from food and liquids for one hour 

before receiving Communion (not one hour before the 

Mass as which they receive). Water does not break the 

fast, and may be taken any time. The same goes for 

medicine. The reason for this regulations is to aid in 

preparing oneself spiritually and mentally for  

participating in the offering of the Eucharist at Mass 

and for receiving it at Communion. Because of their 

special needs, the discipline is relaxed for the sick and 

aged, as well as for people who take care of them. 

The Code of Canon Law says simply that the sick and 

aging and those who care for them can receive the  

Eucharist even if they have consumed something during 

the preceding hour. (CCL 919)  The intention is that the 

sick should be given every possible opportunity to  

receive Holy Communion.  

 

 
We invite you to pick up a complimentary copy of a 

wonderful monthly prayer publication called Give Us 

This Day. Copies of the July edition are available in the 

gathering place. We have found this publication to be 

a helpful prayer aid and whether you have only a few 

minutes, or a half hour, Give Us This Day will support 

your desire to prayer. Each issue includes daily  

inspiration from the lives of saintly witnesses; the  

scripture readings for each day along with insightful, 

relevant reflections; and simplified daily prayer for 

morning and evening. Pick up your copy today!  

Summer Adult Faith Formation Book Study 

33 Days to Greater Glory  

 

Books are still available at St. Pat’s parish offices or by 

contacting Amy Capelli at (608)783-0847 or 

amy_capelli@charter.net   

TODAY, Sunday June 26, is the first optional group  

discussion meeting at St. Patrick’s Parish today, June 

26th from 1:00 – 2:30 PM. Join us if you are able but 

know that this is designed as a self-study that you can 

do anytime on your own. 

The next optional group discussion meetings at  

St. Patrick’s Parish are Sunday July 10 and July 24 

from 4:30 – 6:00 pm.  Books are $13.00 each. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         

Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          

Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone/526-4424  Fax/526-3177  Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Parochial Administrator, Msgr. Steve Kachel 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider……………..carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 yrs-gr. 5), Mary Luebke…………..reled@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Vacant………….... 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue……………………office@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Msgr. Delbert J. Malin 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: 8:30am 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. . 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  preparation session.  

Marriage:  Arrangements for a wedding date are to be made at 

least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

CALENDAR 

Sunday, June 26       13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                            †   Mary Jones  

10:15am     Mass                 People of SEAS 

 

Monday, June 27   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                           †    Andrea Jessessky  

 

Tuesday, June 28    St. Irenaeus 

8:30 am      Mass                 Priest Intention 

 

Wednesday, June 29    Sts. Peter and Paul 

8:30 am      Mass              Priest Intention 

 

Thursday, June 30     Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass                        Priest Intention 

 

Friday, July 1      Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     Special Intention for Peggy Linskey  

 

Saturday, July 2    Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  14th Sunday in  Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                          †        Rose Bolling 

 

Sunday, July 3        14th Sunday in Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                            †  Jeff Smaby 

10:15am     Mass                  People of SEAS 

Save the Date– The PCCW Rummage Sale is  

scheduled for Sept. 15 & 16 at the Holland Town Hall. 

More info to come. Reminder, donated items do not 

get dropped off at the parish. Drop off will be the 

week of the sale at the town hall. 

Hearing Assist 

Our new sound system has much  

improved sound. It also offers us a 

hearing assist technology for people 

with hearing aids. If you wear a  

hearing aid and find that you still 

have need for improved sound  

quality, please contact the parish  

office during the week or see a Hospitality Minister or 

Carol Reider before any weekend Mass. We can 

quickly and easily offer you the “necklace” that we 

have available and explain the technology to you.  

When requesting that an individual be added to our prayer 

list, you must have the consent of the individual or their family 

for their name to be published. Contact the parish office to 

add and to remove requests. Thank you.  

John DeMairis 

Joe and Donna Gittens 

Bev Lesnar 

Mike Niles 

Bailey Rohrer 

Ken Proctor 

Aubrey Scott 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Heather Yang 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized,  

military members, homebound and anyone  

needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 

 

 
This weekend we welcome Fr. Kyle Laylan who has 

spent the past year living at Casa Hogar in Peru. We 

thank you for considering a donation to help continue 

this mission of our universal Church. Envelopes and  

brochures can be found in the gathering place.  

Gracias! 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast 7am-11am
Lunch Menu starting at 11am

      504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678

(608) 782-8410  
www.nelsonandassociates.net

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

Tri-State Business 
Machines Inc.

Sales, Leases, Rentals
 781-2100 • 800-544-2679 
 LaCrosse, WI • Rochester, MN 

Remodel • Service • Repair
www.maxwellwhite.net

MAXWELL-WHITEMAXWELL-WHITE
WATER CONDITIONINGWATER CONDITIONING

(608) 781-8088(608) 781-8088
Let us help you achieve CLEAN, CLEAR, &

EFFICIENT WATER that is SAFE,
RELIABLE & PURE!

Contact Gina Shaughnessy  
to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2487

Sean O’Flaherty
(608) 433-2246    www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 1000 • La Crosse

782-0664

Residential • Commercial • Churches • Agriculture

FULLY INSURED   

Over 50 Years Experience in the Metal Roofing Business
608-786-0660 • 957 West Ave. N, West Salem 

www.culpittroofing.com

Purveyor of  
Fine Meats  

and Seafoods.

BAKALARS SAUSAGE CO. INC. 
Office 608.784.0384 

2760 Hemstock St. • La Crosse, WI 54603 
www.schweigertmeats.com

Onalaska  •  Holmen  •  Village  •  Copeland 
781-2272   526-3339   788-8777   785-1000 

www.festfoods.com

N4314 CTH M • West Salem, WI
784-1888

We’re #1 in a #2 Business

“We’d love to be your flooring guy”
Scott Zielke   783-1088

WWW.FLOORCRAFTERSONLINE.COM



   

Missionary Prayer 

 

“Go forth and set the world on fire.” 

— St. Ignatius of Loyola  

 

God of Heaven and Earth, 

You have fed me your word 

And sent me forth to love and serve. 

A missionary, you have called me to be. 

Even in my smallness and sin 

You chose me to sing the song of your love, 

The hymn of your mercy, 

The anthem of your justice. 

Guide my path, Lord. 

Send me among the people you have made, 

Whether across the globe or across the street. 

Give me the grace to be welcomed in 

And the courage to stand out. 

May my words compel 

As they invoke your spirit. 

May my acts shine 

As they demonstrate your faithfulness. 

Though I may falter, help me to rise again, 

Doing your will always. 

And when I depart, may they say, 

 “That one was different. 

 That one knew the Lord.” 

Amen. 

 

Catholic Relief Services 

Simple Living Garden 

Check out the 4x4 square garden that is located just outside the side door of the church near 

the kitchen and the bathrooms. The Simple Living Group used this garden in the past as a  

vegetable garden but this year planted some of the wildflowers that are also growing over in 

our land as part of our “SEAS’ Common Home Prairie”. The wildflowers include  

bergamot, butterfly milkweed, purple coneflower, showy goldenrod, and prairie onion. They 

should have something blooming early summer through fall and should attract various  

butterflies, bumble bees, and other insects. Check them out for ideas for your own garden.  

Many thanks to the Simple Living Group from their stewardship in managing this garden.  

   

   
Thank you to those volunteers that stepped up to clean up the rectory. It’s receiving much needed TLC before 

Fr. Jim Weighner arrives. Your gracious generosity of time and talent is so appreciated. Again, thank you! 

   
We did it again! Thanks to your generous  

donations we have met our parish goal for the 

Diocesan Annual appeal for the 4th year in a 

row. We want to celebrate this accomplishment. 

Stay tuned to future bulletins for more  

information. Again, thank YOU! 

 

Any amount over that is received  

before June 30th, will come back to the parish 

as a rebate to be used towards general mainte-

nance at the parish. 


