


 

5th Sunday of Easter 2 May 15, 2022 

 

Synod Survey 

 

Pope Francis has directed that 

all parishes worldwide collect 

information that will be used 

by our diocese and the  

Vatican in preparation for a 

world-wide synod on the  

future of the Catholic Church, 

to be held next year.  

There is a link on the St. Elizabeth’s website at: 

seasholmen.org to a 15-minute parish survey. This survey 

will only be available through May 29. This is very  

important! The laity has a rare opportunity and is urged to 

inform the Synod of Bishops with our own perceptions and 

concerns. We urge every member of your household,  

including children old enough to do so, to take this survey 

individually. This survey is not intended only for Catholics; 

please encourage friends, family, and neighbors of all 

faiths to participate. Four participants who fully complete 

the survey will be randomly selected to receive $50 

Walmart gift cards. 

From the Desk of Fr. Aaron Becker... 

 

Profession of Hope 

What do we mean when we say we hope for something?  Is 

the sentiment merely a wish or is it something more?  Begin-

ning with Jesus Himself, Christians have boldly proclaimed 

that hope is something real, something tangible, something 

transformational.    

Along side the 4�� week of Easter, we celebrate a man and 

profession of great hope.  Today marks the feast day of St. 

Isidore the Farmer.  Born around the year 1070, St. Isidore 

spent His days working on a farm outside Madrid Spain.  He 

is now called upon as the patron saint of farmers because of 

his incredible faith and dedication to his profession.  Prior to 

heading to the farm each day, St. Isidore would attend 

Mass.  Then at work, St. Isidore prayed while he worked.  

His fellow workers observed that when he fell behind in his 

work, angels would help him plow the fields.  St. Isidore is 

also known for being very generous to the poor even though 

he wasn’t wealthy himself.  As he distributed food to the 

poor, food would miraculously appear so he could distribute 

even more food to those in need.  With a hope that sprung 

from the resurrection of Jesus, St. Isidore faithfully fulfilled 

his duties and showed God’s love to those around him. 

From the earliest days of His public ministry Jesus preached 

hope.  “Repent and believe in the Gospel.  The kingdom of 

God is at hand” (Mk. 1:15).  “I have come to proclaim a 

year of favor for the Lord” (cf. Lk. 4:16-19).  All this not to 

mention the hope of physical health and spiritual renewal 

He fulfilled in the numerous miracles He worked.  Greater 

still, Jesus’s resurrection raised the natural hopes of His con-

temporaries to a supernatural hope, a theological virtue 

given to all Christians of every age through baptism.  Chris-

tian hope is not based on human circumstances and optimism, 

but rather on God Himself.  We hope in God because of 

God.  As we learn to live a life of supernatural hope, we 

can begin by learning a life of natural hope from those 

around us.   

Like St. Isidore, famers today are witnesses to us of living 

hope.  Famers can’t control the weather.  They are at its 

mercy.  Farmers bury in the ground tens of thousands of dol-

lars in the form of seed and fertilizer hoping that the seed 

will grow.  On a natural level, farmers base their hope on 

weather patterns and scientific predictions, but none of 

which guarantees a bountiful harvest.  A portion of or their 

entire livelihoods depend on the fulfillment of their hope.  

Famers are witnesses to us of what lives animated by natu-

ral hope looks like, and provide a glimpse to us of the trans-

formation in us brought about by supernatural hope.   

Hope is much more than a nice sentiment.  Natural hope is 

something real that can be observed especially in the lives 

of farmers around us.  We profess our Christian hope is su-

pernatural solidly based on God who always fulfills His 

promises.  Today we thank our farmers for their examples 

of hope, and we also pray for them as they prepare for the 

planting season.   
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Stewardship 

Christian stewardship is about changing the way we live in 

the world of everyday life. It is about being transformed 

according to the Gospel. Embracing this way of living – and 

putting it into practice – takes time and courage. Each and 

every day we make many choices about how we spend our 

time, talent, and money. We must ask ourselves:  Are we 

grateful, appreciative, and thankful for all of God’s gifts?  

Do we take full responsibility for all the gifts we have  

received from God, caring about others and the world we 

live in? Do we freely and joyfully share our time, skills,  

talents, and material possessions with others…because  

everything we are and all that we have are gifts from God 

that are meant to be shared?  Have we taken God’s gifts 

and developed them? Stewardship is not easy. However, it 

is our intended way of life as Christian disciples.  

 ~ ������	������������������������ by Daniel Conway  

For Your Marriage 

In his address to his general audience on April 27, 2022, 

Pope Francis encouraged his listeners to read and  

rediscover the Book of Ruth. The Book of Ruth is a very short 

book in the Bible that tells the tale of a young woman and 

her mother-in-law.  In his remarks, Pope Francis encouraged 

married couples, “Take a good look at the relationship you 

have with your mothers-in-law: sometimes they are a bit 

special, but they have given you the motherhood of your 

spouse, they have given you everything.” He also  

acknowledged that these relationships are not always easy 

and he warned mothers-in-law, “Be careful with your 

tongue, because its misuse is one of the worst sins of mothers

-in-law. Be careful.” For the sake of your marriage, read the 

Book of Ruth…and prayerfully consider your relationships 

with your in-laws.    
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I was once told “Without great risk, no great grace can be given.” With that, I was contacted by 

His Eminence, Cardinal Raymond Burke, asking if I would consider the position of  

International Coordinator of the Marian Catechist Apostolate located in the Shrine of our Lady of 

Guadalupe in La Crosse. Through discernment, Cindy and I decided it would be a great  

opportunity for our family and for my gift’s to be used for the greater good of the church. Even 

though this new ministry will remove me as your acting Faith Formation Director, our family will 

still remain members of St. Elizabeth’s. The many individuals that I have had the pleasure  

interacting with over these past 16 years as your Faith Formation Director, did not make this an 

easy decision. The youth will ALWAYS hold a special place in my heart as well as all the RCIA members and adults 

who desired to grow deeper into their faith. THANK YOU for helping me grow in my faith as well. 

Further, I have also been accepted and completed my first year in the Diocese of La Crosse Diaconate program. 

My desire would be to return as an ordained Deacon, God willing, to assist our priest in his priestly office and to 

assist with the parish needs.    

In moving forward, I will remain at St. Elizabeth’s until we return home from Adventure Camp July 1st. I will offer 

any assistance under the direction of our new pastor in any capacity he decides for a smooth transition. Without 

great risk, no great grace can be given.  I have mentioned to the youth many times, “Ask God for something  

difficult to do in life, and then ask for the grace to accomplish it.” I cannot expect them to do it without living the 

example first. I know the people of St. Elizabeth’s will pray and support our new ministry, and I look forward in 

serving you into the future in my new positions. With God’s grace, the Fruits of the Spirit will not only help the  

Marian Catechist Apostolate, but advance the holiness of His people in the Church.  

May God bless all our endeavors, 

Mr. Brueggen  

Vacation Bible School at SEAS 

July 11-14, 2022 

Construction themed Vacation Bible School for kids 

grades K-5 - Register online at seasholmen.org. 

$25 per child/$35 per family Volunteers needed 

(6th grade and up and adult)! Questions? Contact 

Mary Luebke in the Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 

Office 526- 4424.  

 

We will be “Building Faith in Jesus” this year in our 

Construction Zone Vacation Bible School. Each day 

there is music, a daily theme, daily virtue, and a daily 

Saint. Bible verses, prizes, songs, and skits are  

interspersed between the Faith, Craft, and Snack  

stations. The kids will enjoy fun games while learning 

important aspects of their faith. 

The Diaconal Ordination of Jared Clements, a  

member of St. Elizabeth Parish and the son of Brian 

and Sara Clements will be in Rome on September 29, 

2022.  An 11-day pilgrimage to Central and Southern 

Italy is planned from Sept 26 - Oct 6, 2022, and will 

include the ordination on Day 4. The ordination will be 

in a side chapel in the Basilica of St. Peter with a  

reception to follow to honor the Deacon Jared  

Clements. This is a wonderful opportunity to visit Italy 

and the Vatican and witness the ordination. For more 

information, travel brochures are available in the  

gathering place. 

It is the custom of the 

Catholic Church that 

priests remember  

specific intentions at the 

celebration of the  

Eucharist. Normally, a small offering or stipend 

(customarily $10 in the Diocese of La Crosse) is given 

for a Mass intention. Anyone can request a particular 

intention for which a Mass can be offered. Mass cards, 

to be given to the family of a deceased person for 

whom a Mass is to be offered, are available when 

requesting a Mass intention. 

 

If you would like to have a Mass celebrated for some-

one, we have openings for intentions throughout 2022. 

Please contact Sandy in the parish office (526-4424). 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         

Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          

Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Convenient Online Giving 

Forgot your envelope? Try the convenient and safe 

online giving option. If you visit our website at 

www.seasholmen.org you will find a button that will link 

you to this option. It is user friendly. You can choose to 

give one time or set up recurring donations. You can 

use your savings/checking/credit or 

debit. If you have any  

questions regarding the set up, 

please contact Sandy in the parish 

office. Thank you for your  

stewardship to our parish. 

 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone/526-4424  Fax/526-3177  Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Parochial Administrator, Msgr. Steve Kachel 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider……………..carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 yrs-gr. 5), Mary Luebke…………..reled@seasholmen.org 

Brueggen...………..youth@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue……………………office@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Msgr. Delbert J. Malin 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: 8:30am 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. . 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  preparation session.  

Marriage:  Arrangements for a wedding date are to be made at 

least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 15                     5th Sunday of Easter 

8:00 am Mass                          †    Mark Phillips  

10:15am     Mass                  People of SEAS 

Baccalaureate Brunch following Mass 

 

Monday, May 16   Easter Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                             Priest  Intention  

 

Tuesday, May 17   Easter Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass        Special Intention for Jim Dehnke 

 

Wednesday, May 18    Easter Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass              Priest Intention 

 

Thursday, May 19     Easter Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass                       †  Donna Warzynski 

 

Friday, May 20      Easter Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                 †  Sandy Beranek  

 

Saturday, May 21    Easter Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                               Vigil:  6th Sunday of Easter 

5:00 PM Mass                          †        Debra Hasz 

 

 

Sunday, May 22                      6th Sunday of Easter  

8:00 am Mass         †            Kimberly Dvoracek-Anderson 

10:15am     Mass                  People of SEAS 

 

Visit our website for more parish info at: 

www.seasholmen.org 

When requesting that an individual be added to our prayer 

list, you must have the consent of the individual or their family 

for their name to be published. Contact the parish office to 

add and to remove requests. Thank you.  

Josie June Anderson 

Joe and Donna Gittens 

Mike Niles 

Bailey Rohrer 

Ken Proctor 

Aubrey Scott 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Heather Yang 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Robert “Bud” Smith, 89, died 

on Sunday, May 1, 2022.  His 

funeral was celebrated at 

SEAS on Thursday, May 12th. 

He is survived by his wife,  

Janine, children and grandchildren. Please keep Robert 

and his family in your prayers. May he rest in peace. 

 

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized,  

military members, homebound and anyone  

needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
	 LA CROSSE	 LA CRESCENT 
	 782-1252	 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & Crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast 7am-11am
Lunch Menu starting at 11am

      504 N. HOLMEN DR.

	 Brandon Haugen 
	 Office: 608.781.7120 
	 Cell: 608.385.4831 
	 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S	 784-5678

(608) 782-8410  
www.nelsonandassociates.net

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

Tri-State Business 
Machines Inc.

Sales, Leases, Rentals
	 781-2100	 • 800-544-2679 
	 LaCrosse, WI	 • Rochester, MN 

Remodel • Service • Repair
www.maxwellwhite.net

MAXWELL-WHITEMAXWELL-WHITE
WATER CONDITIONINGWATER CONDITIONING

(608) 781-8088(608) 781-8088
Let us help you achieve CLEAN, CLEAR, &

EFFICIENT WATER that is SAFE,
RELIABLE & PURE!

Contact Gina Shaughnessy  
to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2487

Sean O’Flaherty
(608) 433-2246    www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 1000 • La Crosse

782-0664

Residential • Commercial • Churches • Agriculture

FULLY INSURED   

Over 50 Years Experience in the Metal Roofing Business
608-786-0660 • 957 West Ave. N, West Salem 

www.culpittroofing.com

Purveyor of  
Fine Meats  

and Seafoods.

BAKALARS SAUSAGE CO. INC. 
Office 608.784.0384 

2760 Hemstock St. • La Crosse, WI 54603 
www.schweigertmeats.com

Onalaska  •  Holmen  •  Village  •  Copeland 
781-2272   526-3339   788-8777   785-1000 

www.festfoods.com

N4314 CTH M • West Salem, WI
784-1888

We’re #1 in a #2 Business

“We’d love to be your flooring guy”
Scott Zielke   783-1088

WWW.FLOORCRAFTERSONLINE.COM



   

Fellow parishioners enjoy listening to the Catholic radio station Relevant Radio.  The programs are enjoyable to 

listen to and invite continued growth in the Catholic faith.  Perhaps you may wish to “give a listen” on 1570 AM or 

checkout the website. 

 

Supporting the Diocesan Annual Appeal 

 

Please prayerfully consider helping us wrap up our Diocesan Annual Appeal for the 

year.  Our goal this year was $90,240 and we are currently still in need of $9,365. 

Some notable facts and figures: 

 

�� If we don’t meet our goal, we have to take the money out of our general fund, which we already have  

      budgeted for our own parish needs. 

�� If we exceed our goal, we get the extra money back to be used for our own projects.  

�� We have around 877 families in our parish. Right now, we have only received donations from 206 families. If 

every family would give even a small amount, we could easily make our goal.  Even $10 or $20 is VERY  

      helpful. 

�� Of course, large donations are VERY helpful as well, and we remain very grateful to those of you whose  

      circumstances allow you to be so very generous.  

�� The money donated to the Diocesan Annual Appeal supports many worthwhile causes such as: 

 

�� Marriage Enrichment    

�� Lay Formation 

�� Televised Masses 

�� Disaster Recovery 

�� Adoption Services 

�� Disability Services 

�� Seminary Education 

�� Catholic Schools 

�� Operation and Maintenance of the Diocesan Center 

 Music Director & Cantors 

We have not yet found a new Music Director, so  

under the direction of our Finance Council, Beth 

has agreed to serve as a “Music Coordinator” for 

us until we find a full (or part) time Music Director. 

Beth will find subs to play for us on the weekend 

as well as plan and coordinate the music. If you 

(or anyone you know) would like to be on our sub 

list, please contact Sandy at the office. We also 

need cantors to help out our subs. Please spread 

the word that we continue to look for a Music  

Director. Our Music Director must have the ability 

to play and sing. We pray that we find the right 

candidate soon.  

 Employment Opportunity 

St. Elizabeth’s is seeking to fill the position of  

Director of Religious Education. This position could 

begin as early as July 1. For more information on 

qualifications and job description or to drop off a 

resume, contact the parish office. Please help 

spread the word of this job opening.  

We wish to extend our gratitude for many years 

of service and well wishes to Pat Brueggen as he 

embarks on his new position with the Shrine of 

Guadalupe. 


