
First Sunday of Advent 

November 29,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I wish I would have purchased a copy. The painting showed three sisters walking down a path. They were holding 

hands. The two older sisters towered over the smallest sister in the middle. I know they were sisters because the  

artist named the work. It was called: Hope, the Weak Sister. 

 

St. Paul tells us that there are three things that last: faith, hope and love. The greatest is love, but we know that 

faith is not far behind. And hope, well, hope limps along doing its best to keep up with the two mightier virtues. 

 

Perhaps we consider hope to be weak because we don’t hope. We think hope is about what we need today, right 

away, or as soon as we can get it. We need world peace, security, prosperity, life without risk, pleasure without 

pain, happiness without cost, and discipleship without the cross. Hope is about getting our needs met. In fact, often 

we think that is what church is about as well. We hope in you God to meet our needs, on our terms and to our  

satisfaction. 

 

But hope is about God giving us new needs. Hope means not wanting to be improved but to be saved. Hope 

means not setting my heart on my wants but also what God wants for us and the world. Hope means recognizing 

that I don’t just make mistakes but sin. And thus realizing 

that hope does not come from my human experience but as 

God’s gift.  

 

Advent is about our hope for a Savior. Hope is not  

optimism. It is our expectation that God’s promises can  

be trusted. We expect God to deliver on his promises of 

salvation, consolation and mercy. But we do not wait  

passively for our expectation to be filled someday,  

sometime. Advent means we stand in expectation with those 

who suffer and share in the cross. Advent means the  

expectation that comes with this child soon to be born and 

who by dying gives life to all of us. Hope is not about  

keeping life but giving life. 

 

Hope assures us that in the end all will be well. And if things 

are not well, it is not yet the end. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Come out to the Rotary Lights in La Crosse 

and help support our food pantry and other 

local food pantries. 

 

Our council is decorating a tree for Holiday 

in the Park put on by the Holmen Rotary Club this year 

in Holmen. Vote for our tree that we are decorating 

and come and enjoy the weekend events in December! 

 

Check out our website and Facebook page to see what 

else our council is up to!  https://www.seasholmen.org/

knights-of-columbus.html 

https://www.facebook.com/koc9385  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Mike Bruha 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Cindy Rittman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

CARING AND SHARING 

Our annual Christmas Caring 

and Sharing Day for our 

food pantry guests will be 

this Friday, December 4

th

.  

We are sincerely grateful to 

all of you who have  

donated goods and filled 

the food boxes that we will be sharing with our guests. 

You have enabled us to prepare to bring a great deal 

of joy to the 100 families who we will be serving. We 

thank the many volunteers who will be working hard 

over the next seven days to pull everything together. 

Please hold our guests and our volunteers in prayer this 

week. Thank you and God bless.  

Today we begin the beautiful and holy season of Advent. With all that we have going on this 

time of year, it’s no wonder Advent that does not always seem to get the attention it deserves.  

But if we will commit to living this season well, we will experience a deeper conversion to Christ 

and find real transformation in our lives as Christian stewards. 

 

Why? Advent calls us not only to look back in grateful contemplation of Christ’s first coming, but 

it also calls us to look forward in preparation for His Second Coming. Advent is a time to reset 

and regroup, to repent over any misplaced priorities, to turn our minds and hearts back to God 

while we still have time. We do so not out of fear or guilt, but rather, out of gratitude for Love Incarnate lying in a 

manger bed. 

 

Whatever we feel God calling us to do this Advent — committing to a daily Gospel reflection, visiting a lonely 

neighbor, or donating money to those in dire need — there is no time to waste. 

 

Our lives are a gift. This holy season is a gift. Let us recommit to living the stewardship way of life. Love came 

down to us as a Baby. And He is coming again. Be watchful! 

 

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

The holy season of Advent is a time to grow 

closer to God and to one another. As a  

couple, talk together about how you want to 

make these days of Advent special and 

unique. Set aside some time each morning or evening 

to light a candle on an Advent wreath. Pray together. 

Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation together. Read 

Scripture together. Get an Advent calendar and as 

you “open” the window each day share a Christmas 

memory together. Use this Advent season to grow in 

faith and love…and you will celebrate this upcoming 

Christmas morning with a deep and lasting joy.   

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized, military members, homebound  

and anyone needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 



FAITH FORMATION 
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BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS–NO FINANCIALS AVAILABLE 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS WEEKEND MASSES 

During this Advent Season, enjoy Maryknoll Fathers 

and Brothers’ daily Advent Reflections at  

Facebook.com/Maryknoll.MEP.West. 

Our parish will be participating in an  

Advent Virtual Mission on Tues., Dec. 1, 

Mon., Dec. 7, Tues., Dec. 15 and 

Tues., Dec. 22. The focus will be 

“Preparing for the Birth of the Christ 

Child through the Eyes of St. Joseph.” 

There will be four presentations, one 

for each week of Advent. The length of the talks will be 

roughly 30-40 minutes with time for discussion to  

follow. The purpose of this mission is to bring people 

together to prepare for Christmas and strengthen our 

community. The Advent Mission will be offered on three 

different formats. 

�� You may participate by gathering at the parish in 

person. Small group facilitator will be  

      Mr. Brueggen. Masks will be required. 

�� You may join in a zoom meeting on line. Small 

group facilitators will be Brian and Sara Clements. 

�� You can watch the video series at home with your 

own family members and the parents will lead the 

small group discussion.  

 

Each presentation will be available at:diolc.org/year-

of-st-joseph/   

The Presenters and Titles of the Presentations for each 

of the Four Weeks of Advent   

Week 1) St. Joseph: The Man Selected by God to be 

Closest to Mary and to Jesus. –Msgr. Joseph Diermeier  

Week 2) Joseph and Mary: A Holy Love Story –Msgr. 

Joseph Hirsch  

Week 3) That Holy Night, through Joseph’s Eyes–Father 

Woodrow Pace  

Week 4) “Joseph, Son of David...You are to Give Him 

the Name Jesus” –Bishop William Patrick Callahan  

 

**Contact Pat Brueggen at the parish office to register 

526-4424 or email youth@seasholmen.org. 

 ADVENT PARISH VIRTUAL MISSION 

Parish Target: $86,710 

Total pledged/received: $39,935 as of 11/19/2020 

Visit www.diolc.org/appeal to see how your donation 

helps the greater Church. 

DIOCESAN APPEAL UPDATE 

Thank you to all who continue to call in reservations for 

Sunday Mass…and thanks to those with permanent  

reservations who let us know when they will not be  

attending. Please note, however, that if you or a family 

member become ill or have been called to quarantine, 

you should NOT attend Mass…and we do not mind if 

you are a No-show or if you call and cancel at the last  

minute. We know that the health and safety of every-

one is our #1 priority. Stay safe and be well! 

Jesse Tree 

One of my favorite ways to celebrate the holiday  

season is with a Jesse Tree-a small tree decorated with 

symbols portraying the spiritual heritage of Jesus  

suggested by Isaiah’s prophecy: “A shoot shall come 

from the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1) The tree can be 

a shapely tree branch of either deciduous or evergreen 

placed in a pot or of paper displayed on a wall. 

On the first Sunday of Advent, (which is November 

29th in 2020) families begin reading together a series 

of daily scripture readings leading up to the birth of 

Christ which culminates on Christmas Day. The scripture 

readings and symbols to get you started can be found 

and downloaded from the Youth Faith Formation  

section of our St. Elizabeth’s website here https://

www.seasholmen.org/youth-faith-formation.html 

 

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wed., Dec. 2-Grade 2 students and parents meet in 

church for Penance retreat at 6:30pm 

Wed., Dec. 9-Grade 9 students meet in church 6:30 pm 

 

Mary Luebke 

C.R.E.  Pre-K- Grade 5 

ADVENT PRAYER 

Loving God, 

During this Advent season, 

let your light of peace and love 

shine in our world. 

Give us eyes to see the signs  

of your presence all around us. 

Help us to prepare 

our lives and our homes 

to receive the One who said, 

“I am the light of the world.” 

Amen. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ..........................................................................................  

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: 8:30am 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Please celebrate the Lord’s mercy in the Sacrament of    

Penance during these days of Advent. On Thursday 

evenings (December 3, 10 and 17) at 6:30 pm,  

Saturday mornings at 10:00 am (December 5,12 and 

19) along with the regular Saturday time of 3:45pm. 

Please feel free to contact Father Parr if you wish to 

schedule a time more convenient for you. 

Please remember to wear a mask. Thank you. 

 

A Review of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

1.  Begin with the Sign of the Cross. 

2.  Say:  “Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has 

been _____ weeks/months/years since my last  

confession. These are my sins.” 

3.  Tell the priest all your sins. Before you go to  

confession, prepare ahead of time for this. You can 

google “Examination of Conscience for Adults” and find 

many wonderful tools to help you zero in on your sins.  

If it helps, you can even write down what you are  

going to say on an index card and bring it into the  

confessional with you.   

4.  When you are finished telling the priest your sins, 

say, “I am sorry for these and all the sins of my life.” 

5.  The priest may then offer you counsel or ask you 

some questions and then assign you a penance. After 

he is finished talking with you, he will ask you to say an 

Act of Contrition. Again, if you don’t know one by 

heart, you can have it printed on the back of your  

index card and read it aloud to him. You can choose 

one of the two below, use any other that you know, or 

use your own words.  

6.  After the Act of Contrition, the priest will pray the 

Prayer of Absolution.  He will then say, “Go in peace.” 

You respond, “Thanks be to God.” 

7.  When you leave the confessional, you should do 

your penance as soon as possible.  

 

The Act of Contrition 

 O My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In 

choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have 

sinned against you, whom I should love above all 

things. I firmly intend, with the help of your grace, to do 

penance, to sin no more and to avoid whatever leads 

me to sin. Our Savior, Jesus Christ, suffered and died 

for us. In His Name, O God, have mercy.  

 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended 

Thee, and I detest all my sins because of Thy just  

punishments, but most of all because they offend Thee, 

my God, Who art all-good and deserving of all my 

love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to sin 

no more and to avoid the near occasions of sin. 



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

CALENDAR  

Sunday, November 29       1st Sunday of Advent 

5th Sunday Collection 

8:00 am Mass                 †      Ralph Fisk 

10:15am     Mass      †      Jack Strathmann   

 

 

Monday, November 30  St. Andrew, Apostle 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Joe O’Keefe 

 

Tuesday, December 1   Advent Weekday   

8:30 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 

6:30 pm Advent Virtual Parish Mission 

 

Wednesday, December 2   Advent Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                †        William Kroner 

6:30 pm 2nd Grade– 1st Penance Retreat in church 

 

Thursday, December 3   St. Francis Xavier 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Goldie Warzynski 

6:30 pm Sacrament of Penance 

 

Friday, December 4   Advent Weekday 

Please note time change 

8:00 am Mass      †   Robert Niederkorn 

9:00 am-noon  Christmas Caring and Sharing 

      

 

Saturday, December 5    Advent Weekday 

10:00am  Sacrament of Penance 

3:45 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                               Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

5:00 PM Mass             Special Intention for Knights 

      of Columbus Families  

 

 

Sunday, December 6         2nd Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am Mass                †      Arthur and Marie Harebo 

10:15am     Mass       People of SEAS 

6:30 pm 10th Grade Confirmation Session 
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CHRISTMAS MASS RESERVATIONS 

DECEMBER 8 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate  

Conception this year is Tues., Dec. 8. 

Mass times are  8:30 am and 6:30 pm.  

Reservations are not needed for Mass. 

Masks are required and please follow 

the social distancing guidelines.TV Mass 

can be found on www.diolc.org. 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on Dec. 8. 

Help assist Rotary Lights in its mission of collecting         

non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry in 

the greater La Crosse area. Please bring your family 

(and  your non-perishable food items) to the Rotary 

Lights display in Riverside Park. It is a wonderful  

opportunity for families to enjoy an evening together.  

The SEAS Holmen Food Pantry is the recipient of the    

donated food items on the following evenings: 

Saturday, November 28 

Tuesday, December 8 

Saturday, December 12 

Saturday, December 19 

Friday, December 25 

Thursday, December 31 

ROTARY LIGHTS 

If you would like to make a donation 

toward Christmas flowers to decorate 

the church, please use the Flower  

Offering Envelope in your December 

contribution packet. If you do not  

receive contribution envelopes, due to 

ACH contributions, please place in a 

plain envelope and mark “Christmas Flowers”. Include 

your name and names of those you would like honored 

or remembered. Thank you.  

Having a hard time finding that perfect Christmas gift 

for someone special? We have donation cards  

available in the office so that you can make a cash  

donation in someone’s name to our Food Pantry. The 

certificates read, “In the spirit of joy this Christmas 

season, a donation to the Holman Food Pantry at  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was made in your name.” See 

Carol Reider for a donation card for your gift  

recipient. Thank you and God Bless! 

GREAT GIFT IDEA 

We will be taking reservations for the Christmas  

Masses beginning Monday, December 14th. Everyone 

who is planning on attending will need to call and 

make reservations after that date, including those who 

have “permanent” weekend reservations. Thank you. 

Vigil of Christmas 

Thursday, December 24 

Masses at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25 

Masses at 8:00 am and 10:15 am  
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


