
 

 

Minutes of the May 18, 2017 food pantry meeting  
 
Attendance: Janet Bertelsen, Mary Clark, Mary Cook, Judy Jakes, Greg and Pam Jameson, 
Karla Luther, Joe and Carol Melde, Chris Olson, Lisa Reid, Julie Rodenberg, Sue Ann Ross, 
Warren and Marlene Schneider, Sister Bridget, Kathy Warzynski 
 
Sister Bridget announced before the start of the meeting that Patty Stetzer was in the hospital, 
but in good spirits. 

The meeting began with the St. Jude Prayer for healing. There were no additions or corrections 
to the minutes for the last meeting. Julie Rodenberg and Therese Frana will serve as interim 
chairpersons in Patty Stetzer’s absence. 

Under old business, we reviewed the recent food drives. In early March, Riverland Energy     
delivered six boxes of food collected at the Onalaska location. Judy Jakes reported that the 
amount of  food brought in by the scouts was down from past years. This was attributed to fewer 
bags being distributed and windy conditions that caused the bags to be blown away. Lisa Reid 
will call the scout office to check on who is now in charge of this food drive. Other than that, we 
had enough help and we were done around noon. The Holmen Middle School food drive was 
only a week long (in the past, it had been longer). We received enough food to pack three SUVs 
and one Honda Civic; six people were able to sort/shelve the food in 1 1/2 hours. The letter 
carriers food drive brought in 1400 pounds more than last year. Again, there was adequate help 
from Greg Jameson’s tennis team moving the post office totes from the post office to vehicles 
and from vehicles to the pantry and enough help to sort/shelve.  

In reviewing Tuesday/Friday distributions, it was determined that 20 totes of each size should be 
brought to the church with another 15 of each size packed and available at the pantry. Addi-
tional help is needed for the Friday distribution, and Warren and Marlene Schneider volunteered 
to help with this as well as Karla Luther. 

St. Elizabeth Huberters will be getting bids on fixing the sidewalk to the rectory basement. Janet 
Bertelsen suggested that the sidewalk could be widened by adding pavers to the sides so that it 
could be driven on.  

Under new business, the increasing need for food in the face of declining results from food    
drives was raised. This was discussed further in the Research and Future Planning subcommit-
tee report.  

Under subcommittee reports, Julie Rodenberg of the Administration subcommittee announced 
that she had e-mailed the next packing schedule. She had paper copies for anyone who needed 
one and paper copies of the membership list.  

Lisa Reid of the Food Drive subcommittee reported that the next scheduled food drive would be 
the Faith Formation drive in early October. Due to spotty knowledge of this event, it was decided 
to try to get more information out about the drive. Janet Bertelsen suggested a competition 
between grades and perhaps assigning a food item to each grade such as cereal for the first 
grade, vegetables for the second grade, etc. and see who collects the most. 

Greg Jameson, chair of the Research and Future Planning subcommittee, reported that the 
pantry is a member of Hunger Task Force, but he has yet to see the contract. There is no fee to 
receive food, but a donation could be requested, which the food pantry could choose to not 
make. The food pantry might donate surplus items instead. Greg will go through the contract 
with Sister Bridget and Deacon Ludick. 

Greg has reserved the Festival Food brat barn for Saturday, July 1 and Saturday, August 5. The 
food pantry will do this fundraiser, and use the proceeds to purchase food from Festival. Sign up 
sheets were passed around for both dates, and it was suggested to e-mail all committee mem-
bers with shifts that needed filling. We will need to staff the barn from 9 am-6 pm.  



 

 

A possible “pack a bag” drive at church was suggested. Gathering reusable bags and            
distributing them to parishioners to fill and return after Mass the weekend of August 26-27 was 
tentatively decided. It was suggested that if the Brat Barn enabled the pantry to purchase 
enough food from Festival, this drive would be canceled.   

Sue Ross noted that the pantry may get fresh produce from the Holmen Rotary Garden. No 
reverse collections were scheduled. 

At the next meeting, the group will plan for the Faith Formation and Halloween food drives and 
the Caring and Sharing event and review the Brat Barn results. The next meeting will be   
Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the gathering place. 

The meeting adjourned with a Hail Mary at 7:45 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted May 19, 2017 

Kathy Warzynski 

 
 


