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A Fond Farewell...

Shortly before Deacon Matthew Ludick and his wife, Denise, moved to central Minnesota, he took time to reflect on his
time at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (SEAS) Parish. Upon his ordination on January 27, 2007, Deacon Ludick was assigned here.
He clearly remembers then pastor, Father Robert Schaller, introducing him at the weekend Masses and inviting the
parishioners’ assistance in forming a new deacon. Deacon Ludick said that he has “felt a touch of Christ through the
parishioners” and he acknowledged their patience. In looking back on some of his first homilies, he said that he “was
horrified.”

On a personal level, what Deacon Ludick found challenging was “coming to know and to love the vocation of a deacon in
relation to parish life.” On a parish level, the challenge was physical space, that is, having a private space in which to
conduct spiritual counseling.

o Deacon Ludick said, citing Matthew 25, that he enjoyed working with the
food pantry guests and with the sick because this allowed him to be “as
Christ the servant to the poor and suffering.” He also liked helping in the
church kitchen during funerals and parish special events because he could
get “to know people in the moments of everyday life.”

~ How much credit is due the parish for the formation of Deacon Ludick
cannot be known, but it is certain that we here have been spiritually
enriched by his presence among us these past ten years.

And a Warm Welcome...

" carol Reider, who served an internship in pastoral ministry here in

the fall of 2015, has joined the parish staff as Pastoral Minister. She
completed a Master’s degree in Theology with a Pastoral Ministry certificate at St. Catherine University, St. Paul,
Minnesota, in December, 2016. She also completed the four-year Diocesan School of Bible Studies course in May, 2015,
and the diocesan Lay Leader of Prayer program.
Carol’s activities in the parish will include marriage preparation, assisting with the food pantry, Holy Communion calls,
hospital visits, adult programs, and addressing any needs that arise. Any parishioner with a question or concern may
contact Carol by telephone at 526-4424 or by e-mail at carol@seasholmen.org.

Deacon Matthew Ludick and Carol Reider.

Carol and her husband, Jim, live in LaCrescent, Minnesota and have recently joined SEAS Parish. They have two sons: Brian,
a lawyer in Milwaukee, and Kevin, an archaeologist in Neillsville.

Please welcome Carol back when you encounter her.

The purpose of the Mother Seton Messenger is to assist a congregation of worshipers in

becoming a communion of believers who act for the betterment of all.




.. Parr for the Course...

It is said that “God made eyes to see everything but themselves.” Certainly sometimes we
must “look” inwards to examine our conscience and know our inner self, but what God
most wants is for us to see and focus on what is outside us and above us. God wants us to
see the beauty of creation, the wonder of others, the magnificence of God. Such things
are not distractions but exactly what God is revealing to us and wanting us to see. As the
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins tells us, “The world is charged with the grandeur of God.” What the Lord wants is
for us to behold that grandeur.

St. Augustine tells us that one of our main problems is being “curved in on oneself.” We know that is
happening when we find ourselves asking questions like these: Why am | bored? What will | do next? What do
people think of me? Am | attractive enough? When will it be my turn? What about me?

Jesus tells us that we find ourselves by losing ourselves. My joy comes in those moments when | forget myself.
Perhaps it is a movie that draws me outside of myself and into the lives of the characters. Perhaps it is being in
the company of friends where | don’t have to seek approval and can just relax and enjoy. Perhaps it is a deep
appreciation of the natural world, walking through a field or along the lake, the sunset or the green grass.
Perhaps it is a moment of prayer when | am drawn beyond myself and experience him. Pope Francis tells us,
“The more we make Jesus the center of our life, the more he makes us come out of ourselves, de-centers us
and makes us close to others.”

There is nothing smaller and more cramped than being turned in on oneself. Billions of people in this world,
and | have thoughts for only one. Me.

There is nothing more freeing and joyful than recognizing the story of my life is not about me. It is about God’s
life and about his giving us eyes to see it.

The Lord be with you.

Father John Parr

The |dent|ty.of Ias.t |s§ue S ‘parlshlio.n.er is Barb Do You Know This Parishioner?
Loken, who is active in parish activities, such as

the food pantry, funeral lunch service, the This parishioner was born in La Crosse and raised
homebound ministry, and the Caring and Sharing in Galesville, Wisconsin. After high school, he
event. served a tour in the U.S. Army, then graduated

from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse where
he met his wife. This year, they celebrated their
20" wedding anniversary. They have two sons and
a daughter.

He currently works for the UW-L Foundation in the
Advancement Department. He enjoys spending
time with friends and family, attending local
sporting events, and going for walks or hikes. He
officially joined the Church in 2014 after
completing the RCIA program, but before that he
attended Mass with his family. He is a youth Faith
For those who are stumped, the identity of this Formation class helper and serves with the

issue’s parishioner will be revealed in the next hospitality/usher group.

issue of the newsletter.
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Parish Life

A Graduate Reflects on the Next Stage of Life
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My fellow Bennies, God is good! For He says, “Abide in my love.” Ah, how comforting to have this, having

survived and thrived these past four years. From the triumphs, to upsets, to sleepless nights, we have made
it and were filled with love and will continue to abide in God’s love.

Our entire college career we took classes that hurt our brains, classes that made us question life, and classes
that made us realize we chose the right major. But life is the best class because it is the class that is teaching
us how to love. Our entire life we are living in this school of love. We know that there are many types of love
from loving family members, friends, maybe a romantic partner, but the best and most fulfilling type of love
is agape...the unconditional love that Jesus models for us.

Jesus tells us “Here | am.” How uplifting to know that He is here and will continue to be here for us on this
next journey ahead. Everything that we have done in life and will continue to do will create more love or less
love. We turn away from love at times because it hurts us, it is too painful, or we are afraid, but love is the
only way.

We all love our parents (or at least | hope we do) and are filled with gratitude for all of the sacrifices that
they have made for us to be at this blessed Benedictine college, but our parents love us not because of what
we do for them, but simply because we are theirs. They did not read any books on how to love, yet they
learned how to love from God and through this life journey. Our parents would lay down their lives for us,
which is beyond inspirational, but this will never compare to the unspeakable sacrifice that Jesus made by
dying on the cross for us. Jesus was innocent and could have run away and hid at any point to avoid all of
the pain and suffering, but his love of dying on the cross was extreme. “No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). Jesus poured out his love to us and this was the ultimate
expression of that and we cannot forget that he continues to pour out that love. It is never going to end.

To have the best life, it seems as though love and joy must be at the forefront. Who does not want complete
joy in life? We think that so many accomplishments, material items, and people will give us that joy, but it
just keeps us yearning for more. God wants us to have complete joy for He said “l have told you this so that
my joy might be in you and your joy might be complete” (John 15:11). Is your joy complete? Jesus and the
gospel are the way to this complete joy. Never forget the Benedictine values, especially awareness of God.
By living in the presence of God, it causes us to dance for joy. Do not lose sight of Him as he never loses sight
of you. His presence is beyond powerful and full of so much joy and love.

This place has prepared us greatly for this next class on love that is ahead. For example, we have the
Benedictine sisters here spreading and living out the example of the good love of the Lord everyday that has
helped give us direction and guide us to be the best Bennies we can be. Every part of this amazing
community and God have prepared us to head on to the next school of love. Continue to be challenged and
live out these Benedictine values. Don’t ever lose sight of this wonderful community you have here. Take
what you have learned and live out the service and hospitality that you have seen and exampled day in and
day out. Let’s continue our faith and bring that love to the rest of the world to bring justice, service, and
hope for all. Bennies, may God bless us all as we continue onto the next class of love.
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Parish Life

Diocesan Annual Appeal: Stewards of Hope

Once again this year, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (SEAS) Parish will endeavor to meet the goal for the Diocesan
Annual Appeal. Last year’s goal was $80,245; $71,435 was pledged; the shortfall which was paid from the parish
general fund was $8,810. Addressing this recurring struggle was the topic of a discussion with Jeff Reiter,
Director of Stewardship and Development for the Diocese of LaCrosse and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioner.
As background, Mr. Reiter noted that the Diocesan Annual Appeal was instituted to cover 11 “second
collections,” such as the Peter’s Pence collection for the Holy See’s works of charity, that were taken annually

in the parishes of the diocese. He also said that this appeal allows the diocese to “do larger projects that an
individual parish would not be able to support.” An example of these types of projects are parish schools and
efforts to develop housing solutions for the homeless.

Mr. Reiter explained that the amount that the parish is assessed is based on the adult giving to the parish. A
total target amount for the appeal is determined, and then this amount is allocated among the parishes of the
diocese. As giving shrinks in smaller parishes, larger parishes have to shoulder more of the burden.

The theme of this year’s Diocesan Annual Appeal is “Stewards of Hope,” and the diocesan presentation
highlights diocesan adoption services, a project to address homelessness, and a seminarian. The prayers for and
the financial gifts to the Diocesan Annual Appeal support the charitable, pastoral, and educational missions of
the diocese, as well as the work of the Wisconsin Catholic Conference, the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, and the Holy See.

In the diocese, Appeal funds support the diocese’s clergy and the seminarians, who serve or will serve the people
of God here. Appeal funds are used for acts of charity and the missions. For example, a portion of these funds
enable Catholic Charities to respond to needs for financial advice, adoption services, housing, and other forms of
assistance. Appeal funds also allow the diocese to invest in Catholic education that has the power to transform
not only a child’s faith life, but also that of the family.

In summary, the Diocesan Annual Appeal provides the funds to reach out to others in the diocese and in the
wider world. We are called to find Christ in one another and to nurture hope so that all may have hope. Please
carefully consider nurturing hope by supporting the Diocesan Annual Appeal.

Knights of Columbus Donate Monitor for Parish Information

To promote the flow of information about parish events, the Knights of Columbus have donated a 65-inch
monitor, mounted so its position can be adjusted over the main entry/exit doors in the gathering space. The
monitor will be used to highlight parish events, such as pastoral and finance council meetings, Faith Formation
programs, stewardship and social justice announcements, funerals, marriage preparation meetings, KC
activities, etc. Software will also allow the monitor to be used to display recorded programs such as Young at
Heart presentations. The Knights envision the placement of two more monitors: one above the kitchen
“window” and the other above the doors to the worship space. The last monitor could be used to “televise”
the Mass to those seated in the gathering space during Christmas and Easter celebrations.

Thanks to the Knights for their efforts to build community through this innovative use of technology.
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Book Reviews
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< This little gem of a memoir by Matteo Bussola is a #1
M essss  bestseller in his home country of Italy. Matteo, a oLr

: cartoonist by trade, is a stay-at-home father of three
young girls: Virginia, Ginevra and Melania (ages 8, 4, and 2). The book is divided into sections
ﬂ corresponding to the seasons — winter, spring, summer, and fall.

The book is an homage to fatherhood: the joys, the sorrows, the fears, and the hopes. There are poignant
wonesussons  entries like the one entitled “Heartbeats” where he talks about going into the girls’ bedrooms when they
are infants and listening for their heartbeats and that “endless second” of making sure they are still alive.
Matteo’s book is also filled with moments of the insights and wisdom of the little girls and how they teach him about life.
In “God and Rapunzel,” Matteo explains how their Muslim neighbor is different and yet the same. And in the entry entitled
“Face Stickers,” he tackles the topic of death with grace and dignity.
Matteo says that “What mothers don’t imagine is that when father gets up at three in the morning to comfort their
children, it’s not to be considerate or to let them sleep. It’s to get back that feeling. Breathing, snuggling, enjoying the
moment.”
There are not many books out there written for fathers by a father and while there is some rough language in the book, |
would recommend it for anyone looking for a thoughtful glimpse of fatherhood. If you are a father, a father-to-be, or
anyone wanting to remember their father, you will find this book funny, serious, heartbreaking, joyful, and thought
provoking.
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Laura Everett is a minister with the United Church of Christ who became a regular bicyclist out of necessity
when her car died. This delightful, easy read is her story of learning to love her new city of Boston on two
wheels. Ms. Everett rides her bicycle year round throughout the city and as she has done so, she has found
benefits for her wallet, her health, and the environment. But, more importantly, she has found a new and

enriched spirituality. @
The book is divided into chapters named for bicycle parts (that is, frame, wheels, saddle, chain, etc.). And

through these chapters unfolds the journey from novice rider to dedicated cyclist. Each chapter begins with

an excerpt from a letter by Brother Lawrence, a 17" century Carmelite from France. Brother Lawrence, a

simple man who spent the majority of his life in the monastery kitchen peeling potatoes, was renowned for his spiritual
writings. Ms. Everett in her introduction writes of Brother Lawrence and herself saying, “He’s one of the few spiritual
teachers who decided to remain in the middle of the noise of pots and pans and a busy environment in order to develop a
deeper internal life and greater attentiveness. I've come to believe that my daily bicycle commute is a way to cultivate that
same awareness in me. Maybe. If | pay attention.”

Ms. Everett goes on later to say, “The way | read the Gospels, Jesus spends more time wandering out on the road than he
does sequestered away in a religious building. He spends a significant amount of time chatting with people along the dusty
roads. He goes to the people, rather than waiting for the people to come to him... If this Christian life is really one where
love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death, | want it visible and recognizable out on the road, not tucked
away in some building. | want this fierce love to be seen in all parts of the city. Is there any better way to travel the city
roads, in a visible and accessible way, than by bike?”

What drew me most to this book was this notion of finding God in the midst of our daily habits and cultivating a deeper
relationship with God and to others through the commitment to those routines. Laura Everett finds hers through bicycle
riding. | can’t help but think that Father Parr finds his through his daily morning walk. Where do you find yours?
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

515 N. Main St.
Holmen, WI 54636-9387

Mission Statement

The parish of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton is established to bring us
together as a Catholic Faith

3 Community. Our parish life
Gg§3 centers on the Eucharrist,
\ &7 (QD} during which we celebrate the
C\ 8’} presence of the Risen Lord

among us. As a baptized faith
community, we the people of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish are open to the
Spirit of Jesus who brings to us new life.

We provide support for all our members
through liturgy, worship, the sacraments,
religious education, service and social events.
We reflect a familial love in our ministry to one
another. We are witnesses to the Christ who
has touched our lives. We are His Church and
proclaim His Gospel. We pursue justice and
peace. We are responsible to the community
at large of Holmen, the Diocese and the
World.
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