
Welcome Carol Reider - Pastoral Ministry Intern 
By Katherine Warzynski 

Beginning September 8th, Carol Reider of LaCrescent, Minnesota, will be serving an internship here at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish, to fulfill a requirement for a Master’s degree in Theology with a Pastoral Ministry certificate. Carol is pursuing 
this degree through St. Catherine University, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Her curiosity about faith matters led her to this degree program as well as participation in the Diocesan School of Biblical 

Studies (completing the four-year course in May, 2015) and in the Lay Leader of Prayer program in the diocese of LaCrosse. 

Carol has a master’ s degree in reading from the University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse, and a bachelor’s degree in education, 

which she earned at St. Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona. She currently teaches adult basic education courses at 

Western Technical College, LaCrosse. Carol is a parishioner of Roncalli Newman Parish, LaCrosse. 

While attending St. Mary’s University, she met her husband, Jim, who was attending Winona State University at the time. 

They married and subsequently lived in Illinois and Kentucky, returning to this area in 1992. They have two sons, Brian, a 

lawyer in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Kevin, an anthropologist in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

During her semester with the parish (September - mid-December), Carol hopes to learn “how a parish works” and to gain 
experience in more of a leadership role. She chose St. Elizabeth for her internship because she wanted to learn from a   
parish that was actively serving others in many ways. 

To see how the parish works, Carol plans to attend all parish meetings. In particular, she spoke        
of learning about food pantry and homebound ministry activities. She will be accompanying   
Sister Bridget and Deacon Matthew Ludick on their visits to nursing homes and to those who 
have requested home visits. Also, she will teach/moderate a class for adult parishioners on a  
subject to be determined. From these experiences, Carol expects to develop confidence in       
exercising leadership in a parish setting. 

Carol is unsure of where the completion of her degree will lead her, but she thinks that she might 
like to work in a parish setting as a pastoral minister. 

Carol is looking forward to her time among us. Please welcome Carol when you encounter her. If 
you would like to contact Carol, her e-mail address is: carolmreider@gmail.com. 
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Parr for the Course... 

“Selfie.” The word has made its way into our vocabulary and many others as well. People take 
selfies standing with antiquity on the Great Wall of China, posing with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s 
Square, embracing a friend at the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, hugging parents on graduation day. 
I suppose it would be easy to see the practice as just one more indication of a culture growing 
more and more self-absorbed. Perhaps the selfie is yet one more sign of a society that says, 

“Let’s not talk about me any longer, let’s talk about you. What do you think of me?” But perhaps the selfie also can be 
seen as an invitation to recognize those moments when we feel life, rejoice in the presence of others, are astonished by 
the world’s beauty. The selfie, perhaps, is not so much about me as it is an invitation to see in the photo the One who is 
always present in the joys and the sorrows, the hopes and the anguish of living. The selfie is not a photo of my life but 
the recognition and celebration in my life of the Lord of Life. 

Perhaps this newsletter can serve as a parish selfie. Read here about someone who is making the sacrifice of time and 
money to prepare for ministry in the church and has chosen our parish to complete her internship. It is the Lord at work 
in her. Read here about the new Pastoral Council members, nominated by you, who have offered to serve. It is the Lord 
at work in them. Read about the young lady who has made a lifetime commitment to follow Christ as a woman religious. 
It is the Lord’s yes to her that is at work in her. But as you read these stories be sure to read your own story and 
recognize the Lord present in your life. Picture the Lord at work in you with your struggles, glories, hurts, and hopes. 
Picture the Lord in the midst of your daily routine and responsibilities. Picture Jesus in your life. And be assured that 
Jesus cannot imagine a selfie without you in the picture. 

The Lord be with you always. 

Father John Parr 

 

 

Do You Know This Parishioner? 

This parishioner was born in Rochester, Minnesota, and 
raised with two younger sisters in nearby Zumbrota. He 
earned both an undergraduate and a master’s degree 
from the University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse. Since 2004, 
he has taught Adapted Physical Education in the School 
District of Holmen and was honored as the Holmen 
High School Teacher of the Year this past May. His 
favorite class to teach at the high school is Universal 
Adventure and Outdoor Pursuits, which is a 
noncompetitive physical education class that focuses 
on the inclusion of students with a wide variety of 
special needs with general education students. He 
coaches wrestling and middle school football, manages 
the ropes course at the high school, and taught fourth 
grade Faith Formation classes last year at St. Elizabeth. 
He has been married to Tara since 2005 and they have 
two children, Madeline, 8, and Caleb, 5. His hobbies 
include shooting archery with his family, biking, playing 
Kubb, bow hunting, ice fishing, hiking, and spending 
time on his in-laws' farm. 

The identity of last issue’s parishioner is Ben 
Johnson, former Badger left tackle, who is 
currently restoring a 1969 BSA Rocket 3 
motorcycle that originally belonged to his father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those who are stumped, the identity of this 
issue’s parishioner will be revealed in the next 
issue  of the newsletter . 
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Nathan Luebke and James Schultz Earn Parvuli Dei Emblem 
On Saturday, July 25th, Father John Parr recognized cub scouts, Nathan Luebke and James Schultz, for earning the Parvuli Dei 

emblem. This emblem is given for exploring the various ways that a scout can discover God’s presence in the world through 

service programs. Nathan is the son of Daniel and Mary Luebke and James is the son of Jolynne Schultz  and the grandson of Lynn 

and Betty Schultz. 

Jeff Hammes, scout leader in this endeavor, said the cub scout works with his 

family to attain the emblem. For example, the scout makes a treasure chest 

that would hold a gift for Jesus. The scout decides what gift he would give, and 

then he asks his parents/grandparents what gift they would give. The 

discussion of gift choices helps the scout to develop mature values. The scout 

also explores parables, such as the Good Samaritan, and how to apply those 

lessons to everyday life. 

Jeff Hammes said that the Parvuli Dei emblem was “one of the toughest to 

earn.” Congratulations to Nathan and James on their achievement! 

 

 

          

A Daughter’s Journey to Become Sister M. Kateri 
By Denise Ludick 

My daughter, Michelle, is now a Bride of Christ. She is called by her religious name, Sister M. Kateri. She made her Perpetual 

Profession of religious vows on August 13th. I would describe her as gentle and humble of heart, always 

seeing the goodness in everyone she meets. She has been called to a special vocation. She entered the 

religious community, Sisters of Charity of Our Lady Mother of the Church, Baltic, Connecticut, after 

graduating from Aquinas High School in 2009. It has been quite a journey so far! 

Ever since she was a young girl, my husband, Deacon Matthew, and I could see she had a special 

relationship with Jesus. As a little girl, she would tell us about how much she loved Jesus. During her 

sophomore year at Aquinas, she attended a “vocation fair” and this is where she met some of the 

Sisters of Charity. During her senior year, she experienced all the “normal” things, which included taking 

her on college visits. We also asked if she would like to visit the Sisters of Charity at their motherhouse 

in Connecticut. She spent a week there and returned home feeling that she may have been called to this 

religious community and had to try that possible vocation. 

We were filled with much joy and happiness with her decision, but a bit of sadness as well. For our 

family, Connecticut was like a mission land! We had never been east of Cleveland. As parents, we were also concerned that if her 

discernment eventually called her to another vocation (maybe marriage and family life), would she be making a mistake by trying 

out this vocation before college. Mother Katherine, the sister who was responsible for the “new sisters” spoke the most 

beautiful words that touched us. She said, “God loves your daughter. God will not lead her where God’s grace will not keep her. 

Trust in God." 

We left her at the motherhouse front door in Connecticut during August, 2009. Saying goodbye to her was the hardest thing we 

ever had to do, since our contact with her in the initial stages of religious life would be limited. But through prayer, occasional 

phone calls, letters, and visits about three times per year, we gained a whole new family to love, about 60 Sisters of Charity!  

It is never easy to say goodbye after a visit, but as Sister Bridget told us, "although you may be miles apart, you will always meet 

one another at the Eucharist.” How true! We may be in different places, miles apart, but we are united as one family in and 

through the Body of Christ.   

Sister M. Kateri 

From left, Jeff Hammes, Nathan Luebke, Father John 

Parr, James Schultz, Deacon Matthew Ludick, and 

Joe LaMere (photo by Mary Luebke). 



4 Mother Seton Messenger 

Parish Life 

New Pastoral Council Members  

These four parishioners will begin serving on the Pastoral Council in September. 
 
Laura Antonie has been a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (SEAS) Parish for five years. 
She joined the church after completing the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)     
program in 2008. She has taught Faith Formation classes at SEAS for the last four years. 
Laura works as an administrative assistant to the Executive Director at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, where she enjoys the opportunity to participate in daily Mass. She has 
been married to Joseph for 18 years and has one daughter, Isabel, age 10, who attends 
Providence Academy in La Crosse. When she is not working, she enjoys gardening, sewing, 
cooking, reading, and being with her family. She is a co-founder of One Soul for Him     

Apostolate, which focuses on spreading the message of Divine Mercy and praying for the Holy Souls in         
purgatory.   

 
Brian Clements and his family have been members of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish since 
2000. He and his wife, Sara, will be married for 20 years this year. They have three children: 
Jared, who will attend St. John Vianney College Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, in the fall; 
and Jenna, who will be a junior, and Jacob, who will be a freshmen, both at Holmen High 
School. All three children have served the parish as altar servers. Brian works for 
Authenticom Inc. located in La Crosse. Over the years Brian has coached youth sports. He is 
a third degree knight in the Holmen Knights of Columbus. He and his family help with many 
Knights of Columbus and youth events. Brian is very excited to serve the members of St. 

Elizabeth through the Pastoral Council. 
 
Angie Hendrikson and her husband, Slade, have been members of St. Elizabeth Ann    
Seton Parish since 2003. They have one son, Drew, who is five years old and will enter    
kindergarten in the fall. Angie grew up in West Salem and spent her college years at the 
University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire. She teaches art at Onalaska High School and has been 
there for 13 years. She enjoys being creative, running, cooking, and gardening. Angie has 
always enjoyed singing and is currently a member of the choir at St. Elizabeth.  
 
 

 
Chris Olson and her husband, Todd, moved to Holmen in 2012 and they have been      
members of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish for two years. Married for 30 years, they have 
three children, Emma and Erik, both married and living in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
Sadie, who is planning her wedding for August, 2016, in Seattle, Washington. Chris is a 
retired math teacher who taught for 21 years, 18 of which were spent in Catholic schools. 
She enjoys knitting, quilting, and reading. She found getting to know people in a new 
community after your children are grown challenging. Getting involved at St. Elizabeth has 
made her transition much easier. Chris and Todd are active in the choir and Baptism 
preparation classes. She also helps with the food pantry on Fridays and participates in 

Parish Women activities. She is delighted and honored to serve on the Pastoral Council. 



Book Reviews 

By Ray Hubley 
 

Jesus: A Pilgrimage 
By James Martin, S.J., 526 pages, hardcover, 2014 

Jesus: A Pilgrimage offers a retelling of the life of 
Christ and is accompanied by personal stories from 
the author’s own life. To do this, the author and a Jesuit friend visit the Holy Land. Their trip includes 
such sites as Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jordan, Galilee, Bethesda, Jericho, and Jerusalem. 

Father Martin combines fascinating insights into the historical Jesus and ushers us into his life and 
times. His own creative imagination, sense of humor, everyday language, and wise advice make this 
book an encounter with Jesus in a very special way. 

Top Dog: The Story of Marine Hero Lucca 
By Maria Goodavage, 306 pages, hardcover, 2014 

Lucca is a new kind of war hero that is skilled at working off leash at long distances hunting for lethal 
threats. This Marine Corps dog and her partner, Chris Willingham, strongly bond as they work to save 
lives on the battlefields of Afghanistan. “Their tense live saving discoveries of explosives prove how 
valuable the combination of man and dog can be.” 

As Lucca’s fame spreads, she becomes a much sought-after dog and is often requested by name by other 
platoons. Soon, however, her Marine partner’s orders no longer include Lucca and the team that has 
saved countless lives must end their battlefield partnership. Willingham is assigned as a kennel-master 
while Lucca’s new buddy is Juan “Rod” Rodriguez. They face new challenges during their deployment to Afghanistan. 
On one of their patrols, an IED (imbedded explosive device) took Lucca out of action, leaving her with body injuries 
and the loss of a leg. Resilient Lucca was ready to go home the third day after surgery. 

She retired to the home of her old friend, Chris Willingham. 

The Teenage Brain: A Neuroscientist’s Survival Guide to Raising Adolescents and Young Adults 
By Frances E. Jensen, M.D., and Amy Ellis Nutt, 358 pages, hardcover, 2015 

In The Teenage Brain, neurologist Frances Jensen has translated scientific and clinical studies into 
easily understandable findings that dispel commonly held myths about teens. As Dr. Jensen says, 
“The truth of the matter is … adolescents are not an alien species just a misunderstood one.” 

I think this book will help you understand that teenagers are at a critical stage in their development. 
“Be tolerant of your teens’ misadventures, but make sure you talk to them calmly about their 
mistakes.” 

“Don’t be shocked when your teens do something stupid and then they say they don’t know why.” You now 
know why, but explain that to them - how their prefrontal lobes have not quite come online yet. And remember 
even the smartest, most obedient, meekest kids will do something stupid before “graduating” from adolescence. 

“Communicate and relate: Emphasize the positive things in your teens’ lives and encourage them to try different 
activities and new ways of thinking about things. Reinforce that you are there for them when they need advice.” 
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The parish of St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton is established to bring us 

together as a Catholic Faith 

Community. Our parish life 

centers on the Eucharist,     

during which we celebrate the 

presence of the Risen Lord 

among us. As a baptized faith 

community, we the people of 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish are open to the 

Spirit of Jesus who brings to us new life. 
 

We provide support for all our members 

through liturgy, worship, the sacraments,  

religious education, service and social events. 

We reflect a familial love in our ministry to one 

another. We are witnesses to the Christ who 

has touched our lives. We are His Church and 

proclaim His Gospel. We pursue justice and 

peace. We are responsible to the community 

at large of Holmen, the Diocese and the 

World. 

Here to Serve You 
 
Staff 
Pastor 
 Father John Parr ......................................................................... 526-4424 
Pastor Emeritus 
 Monsignor  Delbert J. Malin ........................................................ 526-4908 
Deacon 
     Deacon Matthew Ludick ............................................................. 526-4424 
Pastoral Associate  
 Sister Bridget Donaldson, O.S.B................................................. 526-4849 
Coordinator Religious Education, 3 year old –5th Grade 
 Mary Luebke ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Director Religious Education, 6 –12th Grade/Youth Minister 
 Patrick Brueggen ........................................................................ 526-4424 
Director of Music 
    Beth Lakmann ............................................................................. 526-4424 
Secretary 
     Sandy Jerue  .............................................................................. 526-4424 
 

Editorial Staff 
Publisher…………………………………………………. .. …..Father John Parr 
Editor ............................................................................. Katherine Warzynski 
Book Review Editor………………………………….. ..... ………….Ray Hubley 
 

Publication Schedule 
Vol 3   No 1     March 2015  Vol 3     No  3   September 2015 
Vol 3   No 2     June 2015  Vol 3     No  4   December 2015 
 
 

Deadline for articles is the 1st of the preceding month. Send all inquiries to: 
 

Fr. John Parr 
Church of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
515 N. Main St., Holmen, WI 54636-9387 
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