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THE BANE AND THE BLESSED
I wish I could speak a second language. I have had lots of opportunities to become fluent. I am amazed at how
many citizens of the world, often without benefit of education, are able to speak two or even three languages.
I studied Latin all four years of high school. By third and fourth year I was reading Cicero, Ovid and Virgil. I was
close to actually knowing Latin. I have a good priest friend who speaks Latin. He actually converses in the
language. I know priests who celebrate Mass in Latin without ever having studied the language. They admit they
don’t understand it. They pray in a language they don’t understand. That baffles even more than Latin. When I got
to my last years of seminary formation in Rome, the university presumed that seminarians were proficient in Latin
and quoted Church documents in the original Latin. If you think Latin is a dead language, go visit the Gregorian
University in Rome. Or the Vatican.
In college I had a year of Greek. Not biblical Greek but the Greek of Homer. For the final exam the five of us in
class had to recite from memory the opening 50 lines of The Iliad. I haven’t often been asked to share that bit of
knowledge but appreciate the fact that at one time in my life I could do so.
In seminary I had a year of Hebrew. It was the most challenging language I ever encountered. One of the
memorable moments in class was when I was called upon to translate something. I mumbled my way through it. In
exasperation the professor said, “Parr speak up. You are going to be in a pulpit someday.”
I lived four years in Rome. They speak Italian in Rome. They speak Italian throughout Italy. It is shameful that I
never learned to speak the beautiful language shared by those beautiful people. I had classes in Italian. I never
had a problem eating at restaurants in Italy. I was able to do the things I had to do. But I never spoke the
language in a manner that allowed me to develop friendships and learn from others. I will always lament
that fact.

In middle school (it was called Junior High in my day) I had
two years of French. I learned enough to recognize even at
that tender age that French has to be one of the world’s
most wonderful languages.
I have enjoyed welcome opportunities to learn foreign
languages. But to become fluent in another language
demands humility. Lots and lots of humility. And it is the
language spoken by the humble of heart that still eludes me.
But I am trying to become more fluent.
The Lord be with you.
Father John Parr

SEAS STEWARDSHIP

FOR YOUR MARRIAGE

Today’s readings remind us that stewardship is not
just a thing we do. Rather, stewardship is at the core
of who we are as disciples of Christ. And, there is a
certain urgency that comes with the call to a
stewardship way of life as we see in our Gospel
passage from Matthew. Jesus says, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In other words, turn
away from selfishness, turn towards God and live as
His disciple now — don’t wait! In this same passage,
the very first disciples give us examples of a good
steward’s prompt “yes” when the Lord called to them.
Our Lord invites them to “Come after me and I will
make you fishers of men.” They did not hesitate but
“immediately left their boat and followed him.” They
put our Lord and His will first. This is the essence of a
stewardship way of life — to be always ready for
the ways our Lord is calling us to bring His light to
others. It’s more than something we do. It’s who we
are.

Marriage consists of the little things. Marriage
means choosing to love, and loving means
actions in the little things. Small things matter
because life consists of small things. Most days
look a lot life all the other days: get up, shower, get
dressed, attend to the kids, eat, go to work, run some
errands, do some housework, exercise, watch TV, etc. If
we are not careful, little bad habits form and
relationships erode because we forget to notice and be
attentive to our spouse during our busy daily lives.
Don’t let that happen to your marriage. Choose to have
positive interactions with your spouse throughout your
days. Smile, look directly into your partner’s eyes, say
thank you, share a quick hug, pay attention to what he
or she says. As you smile, listen, touch, and appreciate
your spouse in the small things, your love for each other
will deepen for the long haul.

GOOD MOURNING MINISTRY

— Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward and Catholic Stewardship
Consultants

Losing one's partner, one's soulmate, one's spouse or a
child "demands" the greatest inner strength one can
apply, and it requires the help and wisdom of fellow
grief travelers. The next meeting for SEAS Good
Mourning Ministry is Mon., Feb. 3 at 1pm. All are
welcome to join for any or all of our gatherings.
Contact Carol or Sister Bridget at the parish office if
you have any questions.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Thank you to all of the children who
participated in the True Meaning of
Christmas Poster Contest. 1st and 2nd place
were all sent to La Crosse District for
judging. Posters can be picked up in the parish office.

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

First Grade
1st Place- Beckett Kline
2nd Place-Thorson Mezera

The Bible is full of names and places and sometimes
even foreign words that are tricky to pronounce. Here
is a helpful website, available for free, which very
easily pronounces all those difficult words. Simply scroll
down on the page and click on “Pronunciation Guide.”
It will be especially useful for those of you who take on
the role of Proclaimers of the Word at our Masses.
netministries.org/Bbasics/bwords.htm#b

Second Grade
1st-Gemma Olson
2nd-Jessa Patty
3rd-Eve Heerts
Third Grade
1st-Gwyn Bowe
2nd-Allison Anibas
3rd-Aiden Bolwerk

PRAYER REQUESTS

Fourth Grade
1st-Cecelia Maricle

Sara (Wozney) Balaker
Judy Bockenhauer
Rebecca Chatfield
Paul Collins
The Donaldson Family
Bill Druliner

Congratulations to the La Crosse District Winners
from our parish!
3rd Grade - Gwyn Bowe received 2nd place
4th Grade - Cecelia Maricle received 1st place
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DeEtte Gillmeister
June Kukovec
Jerome Malin
Ken Proctor
Bailey Rohrer
Colleen Tisil
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

CARD MAKING
Please join us in making cards to
mail to our homebound
parishioners. We will meet on
Tues., Feb. 4 at 2pm in the
gathering place. No experience
necessary. Please bring your
own scissors. Thank you for
helping us to reach out to our homebound church family
with expressions of love and remembrance.

In Honor of Catholic Schools Week
Prayer for Teachers
Lord God,
your spirit of wisdom fills the earth and teaches us
your ways.
Look upon our teachers.
Let them strive to share their knowledge with gentle
patience
and endeavor always to bring the truth to eager
minds.
Grant that they may follow Jesus Christ,
the way, the truth, and the life, forever and ever.
Amen.

ALTAR SERVERS
Attention all 4th grade and up– If you are
interested in becoming an Altar Server,
please contact Pat Brueggen at the parish
office as soon as possible. A Server
Training will be offered. Adults are welcome
also. Parents could serve with their children
as well. Please prayerfully consider this
stewardship to our parish.

`Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

Use your God-given gifts to serve others.
1 Peter 4:10

FAITH FORMATION
Our young people in 2nd grade Faith Formation have prepared and made their first confessions during the Advent
season. First Communion preparations will begin with a parent meeting for those families the night of January 29
here at church at 6:30pm. The children have such enthusiasm and love for our Lord that is contagious. We should all
be so blessed to share in their joy. The following are a couple of last year’s letters from students:
“Dear Jesus, When I have the bread and wine I will invite you in to my body and sole. Help me be smart, kind,
helpful, and gentle. I will invite you in my sole for a big heumungus fest in side of my body and sole. I Love you so
much Jesus and God. I will allwase invite you in my body and sole. Your butyfull kid”
“Dear Jesus, Come to me and bless me. I’m excited for my first communion because I get to eat your body and
blood and that will make my soul more butiful.”
First Communion dates are set for Saturday, April 18 at the 5:00 Mass and Sunday, April 19 at the 10:15 Mass.
Please keep these families in your prayers.
Important Faith Formation Dates
Wed., Jan. 29- First Communion Parent Meeting 6:30 pm in church
Sun., Feb. 1- Pre-K /Kind Sunday School 9:15 am at Children’s Palace
Wed., Feb. 26 - No Faith Formation/Ash Wednesday

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR

7/1/19-6/30/20)

Last Week’s Collections
Envelopes/ACH/Plate…………………$6,866

Weekly Budget
$11,792

Difference
-$4,926

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$330,006

$341,968

-$11,962
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Annual Budget
$613,190
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AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

PARISH INFORMATION

A special message from our President Ted Knutson
This week is National Catholic Schools Week, a
celebration of the core beliefs that make our schools
unique. As Catholics, we all share a set of beliefs that
define our spirituality and make up part of the fabric
of our lives. At Aquinas Catholic Schools, not only do we
believe Jesus belongs in our classrooms, but we also
believe that faith in God and commitment to the
teachings of the Church are essential to the
development of young minds and hearts. Aquinas
Catholic Schools is a place where every student is a
child of God, deserving of our respect and compassion,
and we provide a quality faith-based education that is
second to none. We hope you will choose Aquinas
Catholic Schools for your child’s future. To learn more
about enrollment, please visit:
Aquinascatholicschools.org or contact Nancy Pederson
at 608.784.8585 or email
Nancy.pederson@aquinasschools.org.

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177
Email: office@seasholmen.org
STAFF
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424
pastor@seasholmen.org
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908
djm133@charter.net
sbridget@seasholmen.org
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424
carol@seasholmen.org
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424
reled@seasholmen.org
...... 526-4424
youth@seasholmen.org
Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424
music@seasholmen.org
Secretary, Sandy Jerue................................................. 526-4424
office@seasholmen.org
Sister Jean....................................................................... 526-4908
sjean@seasholmen.org

We look forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely,
Ted Knutson
President, Aquinas Catholic Schools

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available.
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary
arrangements.
SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are
to attend a session early in the pregnancy.
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be
made at least six months before the anticipated date.
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring.
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when
family members are hospitalized.

Catholic Schools Week – Founders Day Mass
Tuesday, Jan. 28, we celebrate the Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, Patron of Catholic Schools with an AllSystem Mass at Aquinas High School Reinhart Athletic
Complex at 9 a.m. with all students and Bishop Callahan. All are welcome to join in on the Mass.
Aquinas Catholic Schools Open House Dates:
St. Patrick Elementary School – Sun., Jan. 26th (after
Mass) from 8:00 am-Noon, Thurs., Feb. 6th at 6:00 pm
and Fri., Feb. 7th at 1:00 pm. (All Grades 3P-6th)
Cathedral Elementary School -Tues., Feb. 4th at
6:00 pm & Wed., Feb. 5th at1:00 pm
(All Grades 3P-2nd)

PASTORAL VISITATION
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the
parish office.
CATECHUMENATE
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited
to visit the parish office.

NEXT WEEKEND

Parish Council Members
Alyson Haugen
Jennifer Fisk
Brian Clements
Christine Olson

Next week our special collection will support the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. More than
forty-six million people in the United States live in
poverty today. This collection supports programs that
empower people to identify and address obstacles as
they work to make permanent and positive changes for
their communities. Learn more about the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development at usccb.org/cchd/
collection. Look for the envelopes in the gathering
place.
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Finance Council Members
Larry Warzynski
Janice Dvoracek
Pat Stephens
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Mary Lenz
Kathy Nicklaus
Bill Heinz
Patty Heiderscheit

Shawn Handland
Barry Ploessl
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REST IN PEACE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, January 26
8:00 am
10:15am
11:15am

3rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Mass

Weekday
†

Jeanette Malin

†

Poor Souls

Tuesday, January 28
7:00 am

Mass

Mass

†

Bridget Kavanaugh Gonchar

BIRTHRIGHT CAMPAIGN

†

Dick Wallace

The annual Baby Bottles for Birthright
fundraiser for Birthright of La Crosse is
here! Birthright is an international pro-life
organization that helps women struggling with
unplanned pregnancies, by offering emotional support,
practical resources, and referrals. Please take a baby
bottle and fill it with your spare change, cash, or check
(written to Birthright) from Jan.19th through Feb.23rd,
as a tax deductible donation to Birthright of La Crosse!
Return the baby bottle and completed insert no later
than February 23rd! Your support will be greatly
appreciated by moms and dads to be, their unborn
children, and us too!

St. John Bosco

Mass

Saturday, February 1
8:00 am
4:00 pm

Weekday

Weekday

Friday, January 31
8:30 am

2019. Her funeral was celebrated on Sat., Jan. 25th at
SEAS. Patrice is survived by her husband, Ron, children
Kate, Kevin, Kristin, and grandchildren. Please keep
Patrice and her family in your prayers.
May she rest in peace.

Mass
†
Jim Baumgardner
First Communion Parent Meeting
Faith Formation Classes

Thursday, January 30
8:30 am

Patrice Gatzlaff, age 70, died Thurs., Dec. 26,

St. Thomas Aquinas

Wednesday, January 29
8:30 am
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Jan. 14, 2020. Her funeral was
celebrated on Mon., Jan. 20th at SEAS. Sue is survived
by her husband Ron, children, Amy, Kevin, April, grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Please keep Susan
and her family in your prayers. May she rest in peace.

Mass
†
Dylan Schank
Mass
People of SEAS
Faith Seekers Bible Study

Monday, January 27
8:30 am

Susan Amundsen, age 66, died Tues.,

Weekday

Pray the Rosary
Sacrament of Penance

Vigil: The Presentation of
the Lord
5:00 PM

Mass

†

Sunday, February 2
8:00 am
10:15am
11:15am

Mike Candahl

The Presentation of
the Lord

CARD PARTY–MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Mass
†
Gene Bakalars
Mass
People of SEAS
Faith Seekers Bible Study

Looking for something to do during the cold month of
February? If so, please join us for our second annual
couples/singles night out. We are looking for anyone
who likes to play cards, or wants to learn!! Prizes for
top scores and lowest scores and bragging rights for
the next year! All are welcome ages 14 to 144

Visit seasholmen.org for the parish
calendar of events

APPEAL UPDATE

DATE: Sat., Feb. 15th, 2020
TIME: Join us for 5:00 pm Mass and play begins
afterwards and concludes around 9:30 pm
LOCATION: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton gathering place.
*No Experience needed.
*RSVP is encouraged.
*Contact parish office
*Bring a friend or just
come to mingle and meet
new people!!

Parish Target: $83,735
As of 1/21/2020:
Short by $22,406.96
Thanks to the 180 donors who have pledged so far
“As each one has received a gift,
use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.”
1 Peter 4:8-10
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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WHAT TO BRING:
 A dish to pass
 $2 entry fee
 Euchre face
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