
Second Sunday  in Ordinary Time 

January 19, 2020  

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

She is 96 years old. I receive a letter from her every month or so. Her handwriting is a marvel. I do not exaggerate 
when I say her penmanship is textbook perfect and could be used to instruct others. I am told children are not being 
taught the cursive method. She is a prime example why that would be a shame. A thing of beauty is a joy forever.  
I hear some of you saying I must have been absent when handwriting was taught to me. Not only does Louise write 
with an exquisite hand, but also she writes at length and from the heart. Most often about her family and friends, 
their needs and concerns. When she writes about herself it is always with gratitude to God for his blessings, even 
the aches and pains of body and mind. Upon receiving her letter I always set it aside for a time when I can read it 
quietly and deliberately, perhaps with a cup of coffee in hand. I don’t know it to be a fact but I am quite sure I am 
not the only person to whom she writes such letters. And I am sure that I am not the only one for whom she promises 
to pray a rosary.   
 
Recently I purchased a newly published anthology of letters written by St. John Henry Newman. It is a very 
abridged collection given the fact that more than 20,000 of his letters exist today and only heaven knows how 
many have been lost. The saint once observed that a person’s life can be found in his letters. That being the case,  
I hope my letters are lost to the dustbin of history. 
 
But then I remember how much I enjoy receiving a letter from Louise. And my life is enriched reading Newman’s 
words from the heart. And I wonder if instead of sending my next email perhaps I should send a handwritten  
note. Or even a letter. And difficult as my handwriting is, I believe my love and concern might still be found 
Between the lines. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Father John Parr 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Knight of the Month 
Pat Stevens -For leading all the efforts of 
Rotary Lights and all of the other volunteering 
opportunities at events that he provides 

our council. 
Family of the Month 
Bill and Teresa Peters - For all their help with Rotary 
Lights, snow removal, and helping with our youth. 
 
Next meeting, this Sun., Jan. 19th at 11:15. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

What kind of marriage do you want to have? 
What type of relationship do you want to 
have with your spouse? It is valuable to your 
marriage to ponder and discuss these  

questions together every so often. It is also meaningful 
to renew your wedding vows periodically. This may be 
as simple as reciting together the vows you shared at 
your wedding right now. Each time you do this, listen to 
those powerful words. Let them remind you of the  
power of the sacrament, the outward sign of God’s 
work inside of you. “I take you to be my husband/wife, 
to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, 
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, until death do us part.”  

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized, military members, homebound  
and anyone needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 
  

WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST,  
YOU MUST HAVE THE CONSENT OF THE INDIVIUDAL OR THEIR FAMILY FOR 

THEIR NAME TO BE PUBLICIZED.  
    ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER TO INFORM US WHEN SOMEONE SHOULD BE TAKEN OFF THE LIST 

Throughout Christian history, it has been clear that  
spirituality is not a spectator sport. The Christian life is 
demanding, and persistent effort is required of true 
disciples who seek lives that are whole and holy. If we 
are to grow in faithful living, we must learn the practice 
of saying no to that which crowds God out and saying 
yes to a way of life that makes space for God. We 
must decide, by our choices and commitments, to build 
up our relationship with God and with our sisters and 
brothers in Christ. As you ponder where to give of your 
time, talent, and treasure this year, consider if your 
choices will help bring about the Kingdom of God and 
will assist you in living a whole and holy life.  

Our Food Pantry is in need of some additional 
volunteers to pick up donated items from the two 
Holmen Kwik Trips on Thursdays. These volunteers 
would be responsible for picking up items, bringing 
them to the church, shelving them in the kitchen, and 
then returning the totes to the Kwik Trips. The whole 
process generally takes about an hour or two and can 
be done in the morning or in the early afternoon. It 
does require a bit of heavy lifting. We are looking for 
individuals, couples, or even families with older  
home-schooled children to be added to our rotating  
schedule. Please call Carol Reider or Sr. Bridget if this 
is a way you feel called to donate your time and  
talent. Thank you and God bless you for helping us to 
feed our neighbors in need.  

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 
Judy Bockenhauer 
Rebecca Chatfield 

The Donaldson Family 
Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

June Kukovec 
Jerome Malin 
Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 
Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Franciscan Spirituality Center, La Crosse Saturday, Feb.22, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  Investment: $65, includes lunch. 
Registration deadline: February 8. Calling all physicians, nurses, medical personnel, veterinarians, chaplains, social 
workers, therapists and counselors. Enjoy the compassionate and relaxing space of retreat. Learn ways to release 
your experiences and dedicate time to refill your physical, emotional and spiritual buckets. Activities will include 
both large- and small-group discussion, time for meditation or prayer, and options for journaling or other forms of 
self-reflection. 

HEALING THE HEALER: A RETREAT FOR HEALTH-CARE WORKERS 

HOSPTIAL VISITS 

To receive a visit in the hospital from 
the pastoral staff, kindly notify the 
parish office before any planned  
hospitalization. Fr. Parr will be happy 
to administer the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick prior to planned 
surgeries.  

 



FAITH FORMATION 
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 

The parish of St.  Elizabeth Ann Seton is established 
to bring us together as a Catholic Faith community. 
Our parish life centers on the Eucharist, during which 
we celebrate the presence of the Risen Lord among 
us. As a baptized faith community, we the people of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish are open to the spirit of 
Jesus who brings us new life. 
 

We provide support for all members through liturgy, 
worship, the sacraments, religious education, service 
and social events. We reflect a familial love in our 
ministry to one another. We are witnesses to the 
Christ who has touched our lives. We are His Church 
and proclaim his Gospel. We pursue justice and 
peace. We are responsible to the community at large 
of Holmen, the Diocese and the World.  

       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 
Envelopes/Plate……………………….$ 9,107           $11,792   -$2685          $613,190  
 
Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$ 329,881          $330,176  -$295 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/19-6/30/20) 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Do you know somebody interested in Aquinas Catholic 
Schools? We’re hosting shadow days for the 2020-21 
school year. Shadow days at Aquinas Catholic Schools 
are a great way to experience a day in the life of a 
student and is the best way to see if Aquinas is a good 
fit for you as you will have the opportunity to see our 
schools, attend classes, meet students and teachers, and 
enjoy a complimentary lunch in our cafeteria. 
To learn more visit: 
www.aquinascatholicschools.org/visit-our-schools 
For any enrollment questions please contact 
Nancy Pederson  
nancy.pederson@aquinasschools.org  

Discerning a Vocation to the Permanent Diaconate? 
If you are a man between 30 and 60 years of age 
and think God may be calling you to be a permanent 
deacon, there will be a Diaconate Discernment Retreat 
on Saturday, April 4, 2020. The first step is to contact 
Deacon Kevin Ray, Director of the Office for the  
Diaconate. Email kray@diolc.org, or call  
608-791-2665. 

DIACONATE DISCERNMENT 

BABY BOTTLES 

The annual Baby Bottles for Birthright  
fundraiser for Birthright of La Crosse is 
here!  Birthright is an international pro-life  
organization that helps women struggling with 
unplanned pregnancies, by offering emotional 

support, practical resources, and referrals. The  
La Crosse chapter has been around since 1976, thanks 
to the work of our dedicated volunteers and the 
generous support of church congregations in the area. 
Please take a baby bottle and fill it with your spare 
change, cash, or check (written to Birthright) from  
January 19th through February 23rd, as a tax  
deductible donation to Birthright of La Crosse! Return 
the baby bottle and completed insert no later than 
February 23rd! Your support will be greatly  
appreciated by moms and dads to be, their unborn 
children, and us too! 

Have You Met a Modern-Day John the Baptist? 
We sure could use a guy like John the Baptist 
around here. If Jesus happens to casually walk 
past me one day like he did in the Gospel 
reading, I sure hope that someone like John the 
Baptist will point Him out to me if I’m not paying 
attention. 

John was standing with two of his disciples, and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he said, ‘Behold, the 
Lamb of God.’ 
The two disciples heard what he said and followed 
Jesus. 
While I always hope and pray that I will see the face 
of Jesus in everyone, I know that I fall short. We all do. 
Perhaps Jesus walked past me in the days leading up 
to Christmas through the end of the year. And if I didn’t 
notice Him, I wonder if those people I did notice were 
modern-day John the Baptists, trying to lead me, either 
actively or passively, to follow the Lamb of God 
through their acts of kindness, charity and sacrifice. 
 
Have You Met a Modern-Day John the Baptist? SHAIVITZ, ADAM. 
published JANUARY 4, 2017. We. filed under blog 

 
Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wed., Jan 29-First Communion Parent Meeting 6:30 pm 
in church 
Sun., Feb. 1- Pre-K /Kind Sunday School 9:15 am 
@Children’s Palace 
Wed., Feb. 26- No Faith Formation- Ash Wednesday 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CIZORHqAQSXGhiSYsRGmSEp9MJ2ushn_eEQsA2pArdtmRZmqt9S7lxBpEryzFDEZ4Cdmc5TSOYq7kAOBmmh1d7wn0Wum1ssd71LKKM13gpm7S_EyHggfxDDjpIQH97f61BkD3dIEk5n9t3m8dsTxYVzkK0W6_gSYdRn-9jnQsJkqxjZBTBCdhckg3I8HDYPL&c=KiYK412N2FWhI516kJ3GK-9Ao_b1BDMlg
mailto:nancy.pederson@aquinasschools.org
mailto:kray@diolc.org
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010417.cfm
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 
Email: office@seasholmen.org 
STAFF 
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          
                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 
youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 
                                                 music@seasholmen.org 
Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 
                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 
sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 
arrangements. 
SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 
to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 
made at least six months before the anticipated date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 
family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 
parish office. 
CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 
to visit the parish office.  

 

PRAYER FROM RECENT HOMILY 

Parish Council Members 
Alyson Haugen 
Jennifer Fisk 
Brian Clements 
Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 
Kathy Nicklaus 
Bill Heinz 
Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 
Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 
Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 
Pat Stephens 

The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and  
procedures, seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate and 
compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a 
child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, deacon,  
employee, religious, vendor or volunteer).  
Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual 
abuse should send that report to Mrs. Karen Becker, 
Complaint Intake Agent, at the Diocese of La Crosse,  
P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, 
you can contact Mrs. Becker at 608.791.0179 or  
intakeagent@diolc.org. The reporting form is available 
through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of Safe Environment 
or on the diocesan website at: diolc.org/safe-environment/
reporting. Individuals are also encouraged to take their 
reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of the diocesan 
policy are available through your local parish and on the 
diocesan website. If you have any questions about the  
Diocese of La Crosse and the implementation of the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young People, please 
contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 
608.791.2679; or tbrown@diolc.org. 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do 
not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for  
certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think I am following your will does 
not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that 
the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I 
hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope 
that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the  
right road, though I may know nothing about it.  
Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to 
be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for 
you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to 
face my perils alone.  
Trappist Thomas Merton, 1956 

  
 
 
 
 
It is the custom of the Catholic Church that priests  
remember specific intentions at the celebration of the 
Eucharist. Normally, a small offering or stipend 
(customarily $10 in the Diocese of La Crosse) is given 
for a Mass intention. Anyone can request a particular 
intention for which a Mass can be offered.  
If you would like to have a Mass celebrated for  
someone living or deceased, we have openings for  
intentions throughout 2020. Please contact Sandy in the 
Parish Office (526-4424). 

http://www.diolc.org/files/safe-environment/PoliciesandProcedures.pdf
http://www.diolc.org/files/safe-environment/PoliciesandProcedures.pdf
mailto:intakeagent@diolc.org
https://www.diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting
https://www.diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting
http://www.diolc.org/files/safe-environment/PoliciesandProcedures.pdf
mailto:tbrown@diolc.org


BAPTISM CLASS TOMORROW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, January 19          2nd Sunday in  
     Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass                       People of SEAS  
10:15am     Mass      †  Don Houlihan  
11:15am KC General Meeting 
3:00 pm Confirmation Sponsor Session 
 

 

Monday, January 20  Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †    Rod Clark 
9:00 am Card Making       
6:30 pm Baptism Class 

 
Tuesday, January 21   St. Agnes   
7:00 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 

 
Wednesday, January 22   Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Bobbie Corcoran 
 

Thursday, January 23  Weekday 
8:30 am       Mass           †  Bernard Donahoe 

 
Friday, January 24   St. Francis de Sales 
8:30 am      Mass     †   Jeanette Malin 
      

 

Saturday, January 25    Conversion of St. Paul 
4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  3rd Sunday in  
      Ordinary Time 
5:00 PM Mass                †       Susan Schafer 
 

 

Sunday, January 26 3rd Sunday in 
     Ordinary Time              
8:00 am Mass               †        Dylan Schank 
10:15am     Mass              People of SEAS 
11:15am Faith Seekers Bible Study 
 

Visit: www.seasholmen.org 
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CARD MAKING 

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class is 

Monday, January 20 at 6:30 pm.  

Parents, this session is an opportunity for you 

to enrich, deepen, and strengthen your  

Catholic Faith – the Faith you are asking to 

have your child brought into at the celebration of 

their baptism. Unless there is an emergency, parents 

are required to attend our Baptism session before 

each child is presented for baptism. Therefore, if you 

are pregnant, now is the time for you to register for 

class. To register, call Sr. Bridget at the parish or go 

online at: www.seasholmen.org to RSVP. 

 

ANNUAL APPEAL 

This time last year, we had already 
reached 75% of our parish target. At this 
time we are so close at 71%. Please help 
us reach our goal. Keep in mind that if we 
go over our amount it comes back to us tax 
free as a rebate just like the $2000 we 

received last year. Every dollar amount helps, small or 
large. Prayers are greatly appreciated. Please send in 
your pledge today. Extra pledge 
cards can be found in the  
gathering place. Make checks out 
to Diocese of  La Crosse and mail 
directly to the Diocese in the  
envelopes provided.   
THANK YOU! 
Shortfall as of 1/14-$23,596 

St. Elizabeth’s Faith Seekers group is excited to be 
hosting a 3 week faith study! Join us in deepening our 
understanding of the Holy Spirit in our faith life! This 3 
week program will be held after 10:15 Mass January 
26, February 2, and 9. Using the workbook Source, we 
will be going through lessons and group discussions to 
learn more about God’s love and how Jesus is the 
bridge to Him! Come and deepen your faith with the 
help of food and fellowship! Cost is $5 to cover  
workbook expense. A sign up will be in the gathering 
space after Mass or sign up with Pat Brueggen at: 
youth@seasholmen.org . Deadline to sign up is January 
20. We hope you will join us and bring your friends!  

Please join us in making cards to 
mail to our homebound  
parishioners. We will meet on 
Mon., Jan. 20 at 9am in the 
gathering place.  
No experience necessary. 
Please bring your own scissors. 

Shari Ireland will guide us through the process. This is a 
significant way to share your love with those in our 
church family that you don't see regularly. Thank you 
for helping us to reach out to our homebound church 
family with expressions of love and remembrance.  

http://www.seasholmen.org
mailto:youth@seasholmen.org

