
Baptism of the Lord 

January 12, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 
I read about a checkout clerk at a store in Ohio. It was the Christmas rush. People were anxious and irritable. The 
lines were long. At her register the clerk posted a sign: “Human being at work. Please handle with care.” I have no 
idea who the clerk may be but in my mind I picture her as a single mother working for a bit over minimum wage.  
Maybe the child’s grandmother is doing the babysitting or maybe the child is at school. Or perhaps the clerk is  
herself the grandmother and needs the income to supplement the social security she and her ailing husband 
receives. Or I can imagine her as being middle aged worker good at what she does but aspiring for that job that 
offers benefits for her and her family. In any event it is easy to see a human being at work, and worthy of being 
treated with care. 
 
But what about that terrorist leader killed by American special forces in Sicily last October? His violence to innocent 
people makes my skin crawl, and I want to agree with the President who called him “human scum” and said he 
“died like a dog.” But I am baptized, so I know that Abu Baki-al-Baghadadi is my neighbor. A brother in Christ. I 
am not a Christian if, kicking and screaming and raging against it all the way, I cannot recognize some shred of 
holiness in him. I am baptized, and I deny that baptism if in such a one as this terrorist I cannot hear the Lord calling 
him beloved and asking me to recognize in him something of his Beloved Son. 
 
St. Paul insists that Christ is alive in  
every human heart. If St. Paul is 
speaking the truth, than somewhere in the 
heart of our worst foe, in the heart of the 
most hateful and hated enemy, is the 
love God breathed into them at birth. 
 
I cannot love those people who have 
done the Devil’s own work on earth. I 
cannot. But for love of God, I am going 
to try. I am baptized. Christ lives in me. 
Christ is not a liar and he says he has 
died for each and every one of us. Jesus 
Christ alone can save us, and save all 
those he knows and calls us to know as  
his children. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Father John Parr 

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

Thank you to the many who made Free Throw 
Contest a success!  It would not have been  
possible without everyone's help, and of course 

for all the girls and boys who attended the event! 
 
Come visit our next meeting on January 12th at 7 pm in 
the gathering space at SEAS. Meet other men at our 
parish and learn what we are doing for the parish and 
the community. Get plugged in and connected with 
some amazing men at our SEAS. Check us out on the  
website at seasholmen.org/knights-of-columbus.html. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Rebecca Chatfield 
The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 
DeEtte Gillmeister 

June Kukovec 
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Jerome Malin 
Ken Proctor 

Phyllis Thaldorf 
Colleen Tisil 

ROSEBUD MINISTRY 

Are you recently engaged or do you know 
someone who is?  Would you like information 
about what marriage preparation and/or a 
Catholic wedding entails? If so, please  
contact Carol Reider at 526-4424 or email:  

carol@seasholmen.org. She can answer your questions 
and help you see how refreshingly simple, beautiful, 
and beneficial the marriage preparation process can 
be, leading up to the reception of this grace-filled 

Sacrament. 

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized, military members, 
homebound  and anyone needing of our prayers.  
May they experience the healing power of God. 

  
WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE ADDED TO OUR 

PRAYER LIST, YOU MUST HAVE THE CONSENT OF THE INDIVIUDAL 
OR THEIR FAMILY FOR THEIR NAME TO BE PUBLICIZED.  

    ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER TO INFORM US WHEN SOMEONE SHOULD BE  
TAKEN OFF THE LIST 

PRAYER FOR THOSE LIVING ALONE 

As part of the Elizabeth Ministry program at SEAS, the Rosebud Program is a visual reminder of the  
power of prayer. At the front of the church in the sanctuary under our Blessed Mary, you will see a vase 
of roses, each representing a sacred life with each color representing a different prayer request. A pink 
rosebud honors pregnancy and the unborn baby. A red rosebud celebrates birth or adoption. A white 
rosebud remembers a child lost through miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth, or infant or child death (whether 
recent or in the past). A yellow rosebud represents those waiting to conceive or adopt. A blue rosebud 

represents those families experiencing troubling times, and a purple rosebud represents grandparents’ concerns.   
We invite all parishioners when the occasion arises, to simply approach the altar, pick out the appropriate rosebud, 
and place it in the vase. A journal is available to fill out with your name or with an anonymous notation whatever 
details you would like the parish to hold in prayer. Prayer cards for the various situations are located next to the 
roses and can be taken home and kept for personal meditation. The roses will serve as reminders to all members of 
the parish to hold your intentions in prayer. If you have  questions, please contact Carol Reider at 608-526-4424.  

STEWARDSHIP 

Today’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks a 
transition in the life of Jesus from his quiet family life in 
Nazareth to the active years of his public ministry. In 
the waters of our own baptism we were also anointed 
priest, prophet, and king and assured of our own 
“belovedness” as a daughter or son of the living God. 
We must all discern how God is calling us to live out 
this belovedness in our own public ministry.  How can 
we be stewards of all that God has gifted to us?  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

I live alone, dear Lord, stay by my side. 
In my daily life, be always my guide. 
Grant me good health, for this I pray, 
So I may live to the fullest each day. 
Help me stay positive in thought and in deed, 
As I strive to be kind and help my neighbor in need. 
And when I am feeling low or in despair, 
Lift up my heart and help me in my prayer. 
I live alone, dear Lord, yet I have no fear, 
Because I feel your presence ever near. 
Amen 

mailto:carol@seasholmen.org


FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 
Envelopes/ACH/Plate………………….$12,321           $11,792    $529             $613,190  
 
Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$ 311,923          $318,384  -$6,461 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/19-6/30/20) 

SIGNATURE AD 

Wisconsin Right to Life 
On Sunday, January 19, 2020,  
Wisconsin Right to Life will have a 
signature ad in the La Crosse  
Tribune. This will be a public state-

ment of our belief in the sanctity of all human life and 
as a remembrance of the tragic Roe v. Wade decision 
of January 22, 1973.  Since that decision, over 60  
million lives have been lost to legal abortion in our 
country.  Please add your name to this ad and stand up 
for life.  There will be people collecting names after all 
Masses the weekend of January 11 & 12. (If you are 
able, a donation of $2 per name or $5 per family to 
help defray the cost of the ad is appreciated.) 

Do you have an upcoming surgery 
or hospital stay? Would you like a 
visit from our pastoral staff? Kindly 
notify the parish office and 
arrangements can be made. 
Fr. Parr will be happy to  
administer the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick prior to planned surgeries. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Important Faith Formation Dates 
Wed.,  Jan. 15 - Faith Formation classes 
resume 
Sun., Jan. 19 - Confirmation Mentor  
Session IV 6:30pm in church 
Wed., Jan. 29- First Communion Parent 
Meeting 6:30 pm in church  

DIACONATE DISCERNMENT 

Discerning a Vocation to the Permanent Diaconate? 
If you are a man between 30 and 60 years of age 
and think God may be calling you to be a permanent 
deacon, there will be a Diaconate Discernment Retreat 
on Saturday, April 4, 2020. The first step is to contact 
Deacon Kevin Ray, Director of the Office for the  
Diaconate. Email kray@diolc.org, or call  
608-791-2665. 

HEALING THE HEALER: A RETREAT FOR HEALTH-CARE WORKERS 

Following Jesus 
In this month’s Gospels, after Jesus is baptized by John 
(as we celebrate this weekend), we start to hear about 
Jesus beginning his preaching and calling followers to 
join him. How can we better follow Jesus today?  Share 
some thoughts on this the next time your family prays 
together (maybe even at dinner), then write down a 
plan of things you can do to better follow Jesus’  
teachings. For example, reading the Gospels together,  
helping friends when they are sad, joining a parish  
ministry that helps the poor or sick.  
Following Jesus. Take Out. January 2020. Pg 7. 

Do you know somebody interested in Aquinas Catholic 
Schools? We’re hosting shadow days for the 2020-21 
school year. Shadow days at Aquinas Catholic Schools 
are a great way to experience a day in the life of a 
student and is the best way to see if Aquinas is a good 
fit for you as you will have the opportunity to see our 
schools, attend classes, meet students and teachers, and 
enjoy a complimentary lunch in our cafeteria. 
To learn more visit: 
www.aquinascatholicschools.org/visit-our-schools 
For any enrollment questions please contact 
Nancy Pederson  
nancy.pederson@aquinasschools.org  

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Franciscan Spirituality Center, La Crosse Saturday, Feb.22, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  Investment: $65, includes lunch. 
Registration deadline: February 8. Calling all physicians, nurses, medical personnel, veterinarians, chaplains, social 
workers, therapists and counselors. Enjoy the compassionate and relaxing space of retreat. Learn ways to release 
your experiences and dedicate time to refill your physical, emotional and spiritual buckets. Activities will include 
both large- and small-group discussion, time for meditation or prayer, and options for journaling or other forms of 
self-reflection. 

mailto:kray@diolc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CIZORHqAQSXGhiSYsRGmSEp9MJ2ushn_eEQsA2pArdtmRZmqt9S7lxBpEryzFDEZ4Cdmc5TSOYq7kAOBmmh1d7wn0Wum1ssd71LKKM13gpm7S_EyHggfxDDjpIQH97f61BkD3dIEk5n9t3m8dsTxYVzkK0W6_gSYdRn-9jnQsJkqxjZBTBCdhckg3I8HDYPL&c=KiYK412N2FWhI516kJ3GK-9Ao_b1BDMlg
mailto:nancy.pederson@aquinasschools.org
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 
Email: office@seasholmen.org 
STAFF 
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          
                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 
youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 
                                                 music@seasholmen.org 
Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 
                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 
sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 
arrangements. 
SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 
to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 
made at least six months before the anticipated date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 
family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 
parish office. 
CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 
to visit the parish office.  

 

 

Parish Council Members 
Alyson Haugen 
Jennifer Fisk 
Brian Clements 
Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 
Kathy Nicklaus 
Bill Heinz 
Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 
Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 
Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 
Pat Stephens 

Brandon Jennings 
Willard Tanke 
Matt Merfeld Family 
Ann & Roger LaFleur 
Terry & Kevin LaFleur 
Leonard Heiderscheit 
Phyllis Heiderscheit 
Merlin Anthony 

Roy Pfohl 
Viola Pfohl 
Dennis Kuhn 
Mike Stephens 
Kathy McLaughlin 
Ziehm Family 
Helf Family 
Tom & Madolyn DeRosa 
James R. & Roseann Ristow 
Towner Grandchildren (Liam, 
Finn,Hadlee, Teighan, Lennin) 
Brent Loken 
Riley Sass-Loken 
Sharon Martin 
Leonard & Dorothy Loomis 
Ruben & Violet Amundson 
Sara (Wozney) Balaker 
Chester & Cora Grabski 
Albert & Eleanor Skwiertz 
Frank M. Racich 
Tony Racich 
Louis Jessessky 
Kathleen & Ray Woodhouse 
Joe Beranek 
Donald Hill 
Robert White 
Robert Drier 
Ken Gerdes 
Rick Sevenants 
Roger Zeman 

Joe Zeman 
Al Bolger 
Susie Meehan 
Kyle Bertelsen 
Robert & Irene Schaller 
Knute & Ethel Bertelsen 
Lloyd, Rita & Michael Lee 
Connie & Edmund Slaby 
Phyllis & Harlan Ruff 
David Ruff 
Ricky Ruff 
Jason Slaby 
Marie Harris 
Paul Neman 
Mel Loftus 

John & Joanne Mieszczak 
Pat & Winnie Walsh 
Kiggens Family 
Ken & Jeanette Roman 
Orris & Bernice Schmalz 
Lynn & Lorraine Hare 
Florian & Elenor Kamrowski 
Roy Schulz 

Randy Kreger 
Dennis P. Madigan 
Theona Crawford 
MaryJane Goodenough 
Robert & Marilyn Gelder 
Katharine Nelson 
Theresa Lynn Davis 
William H. Davis 
Kenneth Ames 
Albert Gabel 
Marie Gabel 
John Levand 
Donna Dummer 
Ivan Severson 
Leola DeCamp Karl 
Sr. Bridget Donaldson 
Msgr. Del Malin 
Tom Arnoldy 
Ken Olson 
Chad E. Dooley 
Elsworth Temple 
Rosemary Temple 
Donald Burritt 
Beverly Burritt 
Edward A. Vahala 
George Hammes 
Florence Bissen 
George & Colleen Gautsch 
Ed & Geraldine Melde 
Elizabeth Melde 

Lynn Schultz 
Lyle & Teresa Nelson 
Shirley Peterson 
Deceased Lange, Doherty, and 
Gasper family members 
Ron & Janice Winchell 
Bill McGowan 
Tom McGowan 
John McHugh 
Lee & Alice McHugh 
Thomas Schaller 
Jane Schaller Engelien 

The Christmas flowers around the altar 

have been donated in loving  

memory/honor of the following: 



REST IN PEACE  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, January 12  Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 am Mass                 †      Beverly Burritt 
9:00 am Simple Living Group Discussion       
10:15am     Mass   People of SEAS 
 
 

Monday, January 13  Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Benno Scholze Jr. 
6:30 pm Pastoral Council 

 
Tuesday, January 14   Weekday   
7:00 am      Mass     †   Hannora Parr 
4:30 pm Finance Council 

 
Wednesday, January 15   Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Catherine Furman 
6:30 pm Faith Formation Classes       
 

Thursday, January 16   Weekday 
8:30 am       Mass           †  Rod Clark 

 
Friday, January 17   St. Anthony Abbot 
8:30 am      Mass     †   Albert & Lillian Kelly 
      

 

Saturday, January 18    Weekday 
8:00 am      Pray the Rosary  
4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  2nd Sunday in  
      Ordinary Time 
5:00 PM Mass                †       Lynn Schultz 
 
 

Sunday, January 19 2nd Sunday in 
     Ordinary Time              
8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 
10:15am     Mass     †  Don Houlihan 
6:30 pm Confirmation Sponsor Session 
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We welcome,  

Eleanor Rose and Emma Marie Glahn, 
daughters of Adam and Melissa Glahn, 

to our faith community in the  
        celebration of Baptism.  

It is now our privilege to help these children grow in 
faith. We have a great gift of faith to share.  

New Year, time to finish up with the  
Diocesan Annual Appeal. Please if you have 
not done so, send in your pledge card as 
soon as possible. No pledge is too small or 
too large and prayers are always welcome. 
Extra pledge cards can be found in the 
gathering place or you can easily donate 

online at: diolc.org/donate-online 
Parish Target: $83,735 

 As of 1/6/2020 Short by $27,696.96  
Thanks to the 169 donors who have pledged so far 

“As each one has received a gift, 
 use it to serve one another as good  

stewards of God’s varied grace.”   
1 Peter 4:8-10 

APPEAL UPDATE 

 NEWLY BAPTIZED 

Jeannine Auricchio, age 

88, died Wednesday, 
December 25, 2019. Her  
funeral was celebrated on 
Monday, December 30. She is 

survived by four children, grandchildren, and many 
great-grandchildren. Please keep Jeannine and her 
family in your prayers. May she rest in peace. 

SEAS FAITHSEEKERS BIBLE STUDY 

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class is 
Monday, January 20th at 6:30 pm.  
Parents, this session is an opportunity for you 
to enrich, deepen, and strengthen your  
Catholic Faith – the Faith you are asking to 

have your child brought into at the celebration of their 
baptism. Unless there is an emergency, parents are  
required to attend our Baptism session before each 
child is presented for baptism. Therefore, if you are 
pregnant, now is the time for you to register for class. 
To register, call Sr. Bridget at the parish or go online 
at: www.seasholmen.org. God bless you! 

 Pastoral Council - Monday, Jan. 13th at 6:30pm 

 Finance Council - Tuesday, Jan. 14 at 4:30pm 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

St. Elizabeth’s Faith Seekers group is excited to be 
hosting a 3 week faith study! Join us in deepening our 
understanding of the Holy Spirit in our faith life! This 3 
week program will be held after 10:15 Mass January 
26, February 2, and 9. Using the workbook Source, we 
will be going through lessons and group discussions to 
learn more about God’s love and how Jesus is the 
bridge to Him! Come and deepen your faith with the 
help of food and fellowship! Cost is $5 to cover  
workbook expense. A sign up will be in the gathering 
space after Mass or sign up with Pat Brueggen at: 
youth@seasholmen.org . Deadline to sign up is January 
20. We hope you will join us and bring your friends!  

http://www.seasholmen.org
mailto:youth@seasholmen.org

