The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
December 29, 2019

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED
I lost contact with Joe and Bea many years ago. They used to live across the street from Immaculate Conception
parish in Eau Claire, my first assignment as a priest. I taught their three daughters both at the parish grade school
and then at Regis High School. They were a good and loving family. I believe they were a holy family like countless others I have known over the years and know today. Once I asked them what they did as parents that made
their family so happy and healthy. They were embarrassed by the question but Joe told me, “The only thing Bea
and I have insisted upon that perhaps other families have not is that when one child has a music performance or is
in a play or something like that, we go together to attend.” At that time I didn’t give it any great significance but
these many years later I still remember what was said. In the family the joy of one is the joy of all. The challenge of
one is somehow shared by all. Sadness and disappointment are never carried alone.
I remember their simple rule because we are all part of a whole. What would be the effect on my part of the
world if I shared the joy, the challenge, the hurt of others in the family? Increasingly it seems we live in a world that
insulates us from one another or lures us into thinking that I am at the center of all things. Too often the question
asked is “How will this affect me?” rather than “How will this affect us?”
Family is how God does holiness. The family at home but also the human family is how God pulls our heart out of its
preoccupation with self. God uses the powerless to evangelize the powerful. Feeling a child’s joy or hurt helps us
feel what God must feel when God looks at each of us, a child of God. And God is always telling us that each of
us is a child of God. But none of us is an only child. We belong to a family, after all.
The Lord be with you.
Father John Parr

STEWARDSHIP

FOR YOUR MARRIAGE

Today’s Gospel passage from Matthew reminds us of
the reality that Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus
were political refugees. They feared for their lives,
had to flee their homeland, and found safety and
refuge in a foreign country. Like the Holy Family,
many families today are also running, whether from
persecution or war or hunger. The Catholic Bishops of
Mexico and the United States have issued a pastoral
letter on immigration, Strangers No Longer, Together
on the Journey of Hope. You can read excerpts from
this letter and find suggestions for action at
justiceforimmigrants.org. We are one family under
God.

Today’s 2nd reading offers the most
wonderful marriage advice: “Put on, as
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience, bearing with
one another and forgiving one another, if one has a
grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so must you also do. And over all these put on
love, that is the bond of perfection. And let the peace
of Christ control your heart, the peace into which you
were also called in one body. And be thankful.”
(Colossians 3:12-15)

MARRIAGE RETREAT

SEAS STEWARDSHIP

Retrouvaille is designed to give you the tools you need
to restore joy and hope to your marriage. The next
retreat in our area will be February 14-16, 2020 at
St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon. “We
Needed to Refresh Our Marriage …It was wonderful.”
See more comments from program participants at
HelpOurMarriage.org . For more information, call
877-922-HOPE (4673) Fully Confidential; or go to:
https://diolc.org/marriage/marriage-help/

Attention children of all ages…please participate in
the Offertory Procession by bringing in food from
home to donate to the food pantry or by taking one
of the food items from the basket in the back of
church. As a stewardship parish, it is important that
we live out Jesus’ call to feed the hungry…and it is
vital that we teach our children to participate in this
ministry. Simply meet in the back of the church when
the Offertory song begins. Parents are welcome to
accompany their children. Thank you!

PRAYER REQUESTS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The Holmen Knights of Columbus annual
Free Throw contest Wednesday January
8 at Sandlake Elementary School. All boys
and girls in the Holmen area ages 9-14
are invited.
Date/Time: Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Registration/Warm-up: 6:00 – 6:30 pm
Contest Starts: 6:30 pm
Location: Sandlake Elementary School
Cost: FREE
Contact: Brian Clements (608.304.1470,
jnc3daddy@gmail.com)
To speed up registration print, fill out this form, and
bring to contest: http://www.kofc.org/un/en/
resources/service/youth/freethrow/1598_Print.pdf

Susan Amundsen
Sara (Wozney) Balaker
Judy Bockenhauer
Richard Brandau
Trudy Brieske
Corey Cantu
Rebecca Chatfield
Karen Corcoran
Will Davis
Ethan Doe
The Donaldson Family
Joe Dooley
Irmgard White-Drier
Bill Druliner
Brenda Faber
DeEtte Gillmeister
Joe Gittens
Sharon Grabar
Sandra Hanson
Sherry Hanson
June Kukovec

NOTE: WIAA has changed their ruling on Girls/Boys
participation. This means all girls and boys ages 9-14 can
participate without impacting eligibility to play JV, VR, and
Varsity high school programs.

On behalf of our Knights of Columbus have a
Happy New Year!
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
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Kent Limberg (military)
Sue Lund
Jerome Malin
Joe McCabe
Kevin McIntyre
Judith Niedfeldt
Joe Neitzel
Leona “Pat” Ostrander
Poppy Grace Poole
Ken Proctor
Robert C. Ristow
Bailey Rohrer
Tom Ryan
Celia Scholze
Betty Smith
Sascha Stephens
Phyllis Thaldorf
Pam Tischer
Colleen Tisil

December 29, 2019

FEAST OF ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON

BAPTISM CLASS

This week, January 4th, we
celebrate the Memorial of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the
patroness of our parish.
St. Elizabeth was the first
American-born saint
canonized (1975). Her life
was a journey of love and
sorrow, trust and holiness.
She suffered great trials of
sickness, misunderstanding,
and the death of loved ones
(her husband and two young
daughters). She was raised Episcopalian but became a
Catholic as an adult. After the death of her husband,
she opened a school, and later founded a religious
order. The many letters Mother Seton wrote reveal the
development of her spiritual life from ordinary
goodness to heroic sanctity. The accepting and
embracing of God’s will was most influential in her
spiritual life. Her only goal was to do God’s will, as
God willed it, and because God willed it. “Faith lifts
the soul, Hope supports it, Experience says it must and
Love says…let it be!” St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class
is Monday, January 20th at 6:30 pm.
This session is an opportunity for you to
enrich, deepen, and strengthen your
Catholic Faith – the Faith you are asking
to have your child brought into at the
celebration of their baptism. If you are
pregnant, now is the time for you to register for class.
Contact Sr. Bridget at the parish or go online at:
www.seasholmen.org.

PARISH RESOURCES
The Myparish app is an excellent resource where you
can access both the parish website and Facebook
page. Download the app on your Apple or Android
device and you will find so much information at your
fingertips. The app contains buttons for the readings,
prayers, videos, Mass times, messages, and we have
now added a giving button for you to give online from
your checking, savings, credit or debit card.
If you want to “see” what’s going on at our parish, the
best way is through our Facebook page.
Find us on Facebook as Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church and LIKE our page. Please share our
posts with your friends and family. And if you have
photos from the events, feel free to share them in the
comments.

FAITH FORMATION
Taking the “Me” out of Mercy
I like to have control over situations in my life, but the
thing about forgiveness is that it takes that away. It’s
not a feeling, but a decision; even when you have a
right to be hurt or upset, forgiveness turns that over to
God and ultimately heals you – even from yourself – in
time.
God’s mercy, however, takes everything beyond the
realm of my control. The thing about mercy is that we
don’t deserve it (that would be justice). The thing about
mercy is that we can’t earn it. The thing about mercy is
that it’s a gift from God to receive with open hands;
but how can we do that it if we have our hands
wrapped so tightly around control?
We can’t, we have to let go. When God forgives us,
He wants to give us the grace to forgive ourselves, too,
and let go of all our control so He can take over! We
can’t go back and change the past, but He can use it
for good.
Mallinak, Niki.Your Own Worst Enemy: Learning to
Forgive Yourself.
https://lifeteen.com/blog/your-own-worst-enemy/

Please take some time to visit our website at
seasholmen.org. It contains Mass times, Google
calendar, Faith Formation, Sacraments, council and
committee minutes, online offertory, and so much more.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
Important Faith Formation Dates
Wed., Jan. 1- No Faith Formation
Sun., Jan. 5 - Wee Believe Sunday School 9:15am
Children’s Palace
Wed., Jan. 8 - No Faith Formation - Catechist Meeting
6:30pm at church
Sun., Jan. 12 - Confirmation Mentor
Session IV 6:30pm in church
Wed., Jan. 15 - Faith Formation
classes resume
Have a Blessed New Year!

BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS – NO FINANCIAL INFO AVAILABLE
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
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ELIZABETH MINISTRY

PARISH INFORMATION

Elizabeth Ministry is an outreach
program here at SEAS to affirm,
support, encourage, and assist women in
response to their needs during their
childbearing years. The Elizabeth
Ministry program is based on the
scripture story of Mary and Elizabeth
and the support and love they showed to one another
during the Visitation (Luke 1:39-45). Volunteers in our
Elizabeth Ministry program support women with phone
calls, visits, and/or meals. We currently have volunteers
available who are ready to reach out in support to
women who are experiencing all types of issues
related to infertility, pregnancy, pregnancy loss, birth,
adoption, and infant crisis.
Women who would like to be contacted by an
Elizabeth Ministry volunteer or by one of our pastoral
staff should contact Carol Reider at 608-526-4424 or
carol@seasholmen.org. Any woman interested in
serving as a volunteer or willing to prepare a meal for
a family in need can also contact Carol.

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177
Email: office@seasholmen.org
STAFF
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424
pastor@seasholmen.org
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908
djm133@charter.net
sbridget@seasholmen.org
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424
carol@seasholmen.org
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424
reled@seasholmen.org
...... 526-4424
youth@seasholmen.org
Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424
music@seasholmen.org
Secretary, Sandy Jerue................................................. 526-4424
office@seasholmen.org
Sister Jean....................................................................... 526-4908
sjean@seasholmen.org
MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available.
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary
arrangements.
SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are
to attend a session early in the pregnancy.
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be
made at least six months before the anticipated date.
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring.
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when
family members are hospitalized.

THIS WEEKEND

This weekend the Brueggen Family Band joins us at
each Mass.
Saturday, Dec. 28th - 5:00pm Mass
Sunday, Dec. 29th—8 and 10:15am Masses
Sponsored by the St. Elizabeth Huberters, Knights of
Columbus, PCCW and the Youth Office

PASTORAL VISITATION
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the
parish office.
CATECHUMENATE
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited
to visit the parish office.

GOOD MOURNING MINISTRY
The next SEAS Good Mourning Ministry is scheduled
for Monday, January 6 at 1:00 at church. Losing one's
partner, one's soul mate, one's spouse or a child
"demands" the greatest inner strength one can apply,
and it requires the help and wisdom of fellow grief
travelers. All are welcome to join this or any future
gathering.

Parish Council Members
Alyson Haugen
Jennifer Fisk
Brian Clements
Christine Olson

Fellow parishioners enjoy listening to the Catholic radio
station Relevant Radio. The programs are enjoyable to
listen to and invite continued growth in the Catholic
faith. Perhaps you may wish to “give a listen” on 1570
AM or checkout the website.
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Finance Council Members
Larry Warzynski
Janice Dvoracek
Pat Stephens
4

Mary Lenz
Kathy Nicklaus
Bill Heinz
Patty Heiderscheit

Shawn Handland
Barry Ploessl
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HOLY DAY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, Dec. 29
8:00 am
10:15am

Mass
Mass

The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
†

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Mass Times
Tuesday, December 31st
at 5:00 pm
and
Wednesday, January 1, 2019
at 9:00 am
(A Holy Day of Obligation)
Parish office will be closed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.

People of SEAS
Steven Golden

Monday, Dec. 30
6th Day within the
Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
8:30 am
Mass
Cosmic Sledding 6-8pm

†

Robert Peterson

Tuesday, Dec. 31
7th Day within the
Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
Parish Office Closed
7:00 am
Mass

†

COSMIC SLEDDING
Join the youth group for
Cosmic Sledding.

Angeline Haug

Vigil: Solemnity of Mary
5:00 pm

Mass

†

Wednesday, Jan. 1
Parish Office Closed
8:30 am
Mass

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
†

Thursday, Jan. 2
8:30 am

Mass

Mass

†

Angeline Haug

†

Pat and Bob Sobkowiak

Bring your own sleds and tubes.
We will provide the hill, hot
chocolate and snacks. Families are
encouraged to attend.
Weather permitting.
Check our Saint Elizabeth
Facebook page for the latest updates.

Christmas Weekday

Saturday, Jan. 4
8:00 am
4:00 pm

Brent Loken

Sts. Basil the Great
and Gregory Nazianzen

Friday, Jan. 3
8:30 am

WHEN: Mon., Dec. 30th
WHERE: SEAS
TIME: 6:00-8:00pm
GRADES: All Ages

Eileen Powers

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Pray the Rosary
Sacrament of Penance

Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord
5:00 PM

†

Leona Matzek

Sunday, Jan. 5

Mass

Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 am
10:15am

†

People of SEAS
Jack Strathmann

Mass
Mass

Our heartfelt thanks to the many people who
contributed in many ways to our worship this Christmas
season. Week after week we are blessed by the
members of the choir and cantors under the direction of
Beth Lakmann, and our ministers of hospitality,
proclaimers of God’s Word, extraordinary ministers of
Holy Communion, altar servers, and sacristans. Thank
you to Randy Stetzer for the outdoor planters. And our
thanks to Betty Schultz and those who assisted her
decorating the church for this holy season. To all, we
offer our appreciation for their gifts and the love for
Christ that inspires their generous service. Those who
help others to pray give one of the greatest gifts.
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
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