
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2019 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 
The Gospels do not tell us what Jesus looked like. Was he 
short or tall? With a beard or without? What color were his 
eyes? Seemingly there was nothing about Jesus physically 
that made him stand out from the crowd. It doesn’t seem 
that when Jesus entered a room, his gaze was so  
penetrating and his presence so electric that people knew 
he was someone extraordinary. The Gospels don’t describe 
Jesus because, well, it seems he looked like everyone else. 
Even after his resurrection he is mistaken for a gardener, a 
breakfast cook, a fellow traveler. 
 
I still remember my mother telling me “to not be so  
heavenly minded as to be of no earthly good.” It was  
precisely because Jesus was heavenly minded that he was 
of earthly good. He did not seek to escape his humanity 
but to enter more and more deeply into it. We do not have 
to fly off to Bethlehem to visit the place of his birth. We 
need only to see the person at the breakfast table with us, 
or sympathize with the discouragement of a co-worker to 
know Jesus is still being born into our world. As someone 
once observed, we are intrigued by the wounds of Christ 
imprinted on Padre Pio but fail to see the wounds of Christ 
in those suffering around us or in our own emotional and 
moral wounds.   
 
We pray for visions, but seldom watch a sunset. We 
marvel at the gift of tongues, but are bored listening to 
babies. We look for Christ in the incredible but fail to 
recognize him in our human life and in every human face. 

 
It is Christmas. We believe that the one thing we share with God is our human flesh. The one thing we share with 
God is our humanity. Wherever love abides, there God abides. In kitchens, workplaces, classrooms, in families and 
in the flesh, God is born in the ordinary. And Christmas tells us that is extraordinary. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Father John Parr 

 



MARRIAGE RETREAT 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Susan Amundsen 
Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 
Richard Brandau 

Trudy Brieske 
Corey Cantu 

Rebecca Chatfield 
Karen Corcoran 

Will Davis 
Ethan Doe 

The Donaldson Family 
Joe Dooley 

Irmgard White-Drier 
Bill Druliner 

Brenda Faber 
DeEtte Gillmeister 

Joe Gittens 
Sharon Grabar 
Sandra Hanson 
Sherry Hanson 
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June Kukovec 
Kent Limberg (military) 

Sue Lund 
Jerome Malin 
Joe McCabe 

Kevin McIntyre 
Judith Niedfeldt 

Joe Neitzel 
Leona “Pat” Ostrander 

Poppy Grace Poole 
Ken Proctor 

Robert C. Ristow 
Bailey Rohrer 

Tom Ryan 
Celia Scholze 
Betty Smith 

Sascha Stephens 
Phyllis Thaldorf 

Pam Tischer 
Colleen Tisil 

STEWARDSHIP 

St Elizabeth's is most grateful for the generosity of our     
parishioners in their gifts of their treasure during the 
second collection at Mass every month that there is a 
5th Sunday. It is this revenue which permits us to assist 
those in need who come to us for assistance with their 
critical financial needs such as clothing and other issues. 
We thank you for your generous response. The next 
collection will be held next weekend Dec. 28/29. 

5TH SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Just a reminder…during Mass at Offertory time, we 
invite all children to participate in the offertory 
Procession. The Gospel calls us to live out Jesus’ request 
to feed the hungry, and so we ask our children to 
please assist us in this act of love. Children, please 
meet in the back of the church when the offertory song 
begins.  Bring your item of food from home or take one 
of the food items from the basket in the back of church.  
Thank you and God bless you! 

CHILDRENS STEWARDSHIP 

GIVEN is a short, powerful retreat for couples 
who are married, seriously dating, and  
engaged. It is an opportunity to share, learn 
and celebrate marriage with other couples 

through engaging talks, lively music and adoration, 
prayer & reconciliation. It is Practical, Christ-Centered, 
and Sacramental. A GIVEN retreat will be held at 
Mary Mother of the Church in La Crosse on January 18, 
2020 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. The cost is $25 for  
engaged couples and $40 for married and dating  
couples. To register, go to diolc.org/marriage/
marriage-enrichment.  

The Holmen Knights of Columbus annual  
Free Throw contest Wednesday January 8 at 
Sandlake Elementary School. All boys and girls 

in the Holmen area ages 9-14 are invited. 
Date/Time: Wednesday, January 8, 2020 
Registration/Warm-up: 6:00 – 6:30 pm 
Contest Starts: 6:30 pm 
Location: Sandlake Elementary School 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Brian Clements (608.304.1470,  
jnc3daddy@gmail.com) 
To speed up registration print, fill out this form, and 
bring to contest: http://www.kofc.org/un/en/
resources/service/youth/freethrow/1598_Print.pdf 
 
NOTE: WIAA has changed their ruling on Girls/Boys  
participation. This means all girls and boys ages 9-14 can 
participate without impacting eligibility to play JV, VR, and 
Varsity high school programs. 
 

On behalf of our Knights of Columbus have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Christian stewards, we are called to radical  
hospitality. This entails that we, with loving hearts and 
open eyes, see Christ in each person we encounter.  
During this Christmas season, may each of us take time 
to identify Christ among the least of us and among 
those closest to us. May we prepare our hearts, as well 
as our homes, to receive Him who has so much to give 
us and seeks nothing but our love in return.  

mailto:jnc3daddy@gmail.com
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/youth/freethrow/1598_Print.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/youth/freethrow/1598_Print.pdf


BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS MANGER OR NATIVITY SCENE 
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BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS - NO FINANCIAL INFO AVAILABLE 

SLEDDING ON THE HILL 

Join the youth group for Cosmic Sledding. 

WHEN:  Mon., Dec. 30th  
WHERE: SEAS 
TIME: 6:00-8:00pm 
GRADES: All Ages 
 

           
  

Bring your own sleds and tubes.  
We will provide the hill, hot chocolate  

and snacks. Families are encouraged to attend. 
Weather permitting. Check our Saint Elizabeth  

Facebook page for the latest updates. 

A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS 

In its present form the custom of displaying figures depicting the birth of Jesus Christ owes its origin to St. Francis of 
Assisi, who made the Christmas crèche or manger for Christmas Eve of 1223. The blessing of the Christmas manger 
or nativity scene may take place on the Vigil of Christmas or at another suitable time. When the manger is set up in 
the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another family member. 
All make the sign of the cross. One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture. 
The leader prays with hands joined: 
God of every nation and people, 
from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: 
when our need for a Savior was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. 
Lord, 
bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
Amen. 
—From "Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers" 

Please come and celebrate the season of Christmas 
with the Brueggen Family Band as we welcome them 
back for the second year. 
Saturday, Dec. 28th - 5:00pm Mass 
Sunday, Dec. 29th—8 and 10:15am Masses 
Sponsored by the St. Elizabeth Huberters, Knights of 
Columbus, PCCW and the Youth Office 

Advent wreaths, calendars and Jesse trees are common American customs of Advent. Have you ever thought of  
international customs? 
In Europe -children carry a statue of St. Joseph to a different home each night.   
In China -colorful paper lanterns are hung in Christian homes.  
In the Philippines -Catholics attend Gift Masses nine days in a row beginning Dec.16 called Misas de Aguindalo. 
In the Middle East -a cherry twig (St. Barbara branch) is placed in water to hopefully bloom before Christmas. 
 

Important Faith Formation Dates 
Wed., Dec. 25-Jan. 8-No Faith Formation 

Wed., Jan 8-Catechist Meeting 6:30pm at church 

TRAVEL THE WORLD WITH ADVENT TRADITIONS 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 
Email: office@seasholmen.org 
STAFF 
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          
                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 
youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 
                                                 music@seasholmen.org 
Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 
                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 
sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 
arrangements. 
SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 
to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 
made at least six months before the anticipated date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 
family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 
parish office. 
CATECHUMENATE 
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 
to visit the parish office.  

 

ROTARY LIGHTS 

Help assist Rotary Lights in its mission of collecting         
non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry in 
the greater La Crosse area. Please bring your family 
(and  your non-perishable food items) to the Rotary 
Lights display in Riverside Park. It is a wonderful  
opportunity for families to enjoy an evening together.  
The SEAS Holmen Food Pantry is the recipient of the    
donated food items on the 
following evenings: 

 
Wednesday, December 25 
Friday, December 27 
Tuesday, December 31 

Parish Council Members 
Alyson Haugen 
Jennifer Fisk 
Brian Clements 
Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 
Kathy Nicklaus 
Bill Heinz 
Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 
Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 
Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 
Pat Stephens 

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class 
is Monday, January 20th at 6:30 pm. 
This session is an opportunity for you to 
enrich, deepen, and strengthen your 
Catholic Faith – the Faith you are asking 
to have your child brought into at the 
 celebration of their baptism. If you are 

pregnant, now is the time for you to register for class. 
Contact Sr. Bridget at the parish or go online at: 
www.seasholmen.org.     

BAPTISM CLASS 

FORGOT YOUR ENVELOPE? 

If you forgot to bring your envelope to Mass, no  
worries. We have made it more convenient for you to 
give electronically. Visit the Giving button on the  
Myparish app or go to seasholmen.org to set up a one 
time or recurring gift to the weekly offering through 
your checking/savings, with a debit or credit card. 
Please select  Regular Sunday in the dropdown. There is 
also a drop down for Christmas giving. Any questions, 
contact the parish office. Thank you for your  
stewardship to the parish. 

Thank you to those who have contributed 
thus far to our parish target for the 
2019/2020 Diocesan Annual Appeal. 
Whether it was with prayers or a  
donation, we are truly grateful and  
happy to announce we are just over 
56% of our goal. If you have forgotten 
to send in your pledge (we have had 

153 contributors) please do so as soon as possible.  
Extra cards can be found in the gathering place or 
online at diolc.org. 

http://www.seasholmen.org


 WELCOME CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, Dec. 22             4th Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am Mass                 †       Sandy Beranek      
10:15am     Mass                          People of SEAS    
 
 

Monday, Dec. 23          Advent Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †     Bobbi Corcoran     

 
Tuesday, Dec. 24          Advent Weekday 
Parish Office Closed   
7:00 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 
4:00 pm Mass               †   Sharon Martin 
6:00 pm Mass               †        Lynn Schultz 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 25       The Nativity of the Lord 
Parish Office Closed 
8:00 am      Mass                         People of SEAS 
10:15 am Mass                        Families of the KCS 
 

Thursday, Dec. 26             St. Stephen 
Parish Office Closed 
8:30 am       Mass           †  Bob Sobkowiak  

 
Friday, Dec. 27         St. John, Apostle 
Parish Office Closed 
8:30 am      Mass     †   Tony Racich 
      
 

Saturday, Dec. 28   The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Fifth Sunday Collection 
8:00 am      Pray the Rosary  
4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                      Vigil:  The Holy Family of Jesus, 
   Mary and Joseph 
5:00 PM Mass                †       Lyle and Teresa Nelson 
 

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 The Holy Family of Jesus,  
           Mary and Joseph 
Fifth Sunday Collection 
8:00 am Mass                       People of SEAS  
10:15am     Mass     †  Steven Golden 
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Welcome to all our guests who have joined us this 
week for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. From our  
parish family to you, thank you for being with us.  
       May you have a very Blessed Christmas! 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Mass Times 

 
Tuesday, December 31st 

 at 5:00 pm 
and 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020  
at 9:00 am 

(A Holy Day of Obligation)  
Parish office will be closed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1. 

HOLY DAY 

 
Vigil of Christmas 

Tuesday, December 24 
Masses at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 

Masses at 8:00 am and 10:15 am  

**Please note-When making your Christmas 
Mass plans, keep in mind that the Christmas 
Eve 4:00 Mass is the most popular and may 
have standing room only if you arrive late.** 

Have a Blessed Christmas! 

Parish Office Closed 
December 24-29 

and  
December 31 & January 1 

SEAS SIMPLE LIVING 

In his encyclical, Laudato Si’, Pope Francis 
tells us to be open to having contact with 
Nature. He writes “we are not meant to be 
inundated by cement, asphalt, glass and 
metal, and deprived of physical contact 
with Nature.”  We should get out and enjoy 

nature. It can be a hike, a walk, bird watching, or in the 
winter skiing or taking children sledding. Once we have 
physical contact with nature, we will see and appreciate 
what a great gift God has given us. We will also become a 
steward of God’s gift. 


