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THE BANE AND THE BLESSED
I very much enjoyed the television series called The Wonder Years. I found it to be rewarding and even moving. I
wish it would be available for viewing today.
Kevin and his family were the central characters. In this particular episode, Kevin was middle school age. He was
struggling to learn math. He found some consolation when others would share or pretend to share his frustration,
when he made the teacher responsible for his difficulties, convinced himself that the class was unimportant and
didn’t deserve his efforts. His daily assignments were returned with disappointing grades. The teacher’s invitation
for Kevin to meet with him was left unheeded. On the day of a major exam, Kevin looked around him and saw his
classmates working feverishly. Kevin looked at the exam and couldn’t begin to answer the questions. In anger he
threw the exam on the teacher’s desk and said, “I don’t get math. I don’t understand any of it. I need help.” The
teacher looked up at Kevin and said, “Good. Now you can begin to learn math.”
I need help. Advent begins
with that cry. Advent
begins when we surrender
our pride, our ambition,
our fears, our supposed
securities. Advent begins
when we surrender our
agendas and ambition, our
anger and our need to
stand out. Advent begins
when I realize that I cannot
save myself.
I need a Savior. You do
too. And when we know
that, well, I can just hear
the Lord saying, “Good.
Now Advent can begin.”
The Lord be with you.
Father John Parr

STEWARDSHIP

FOR YOUR MARRIAGE

From the loneliness of his prison cell John the Baptist
asks of Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come, or
should we look for another?” The weeks before
Christmas offer much to be joyous about, celebrating
with family and friends, the glitter of seasonal
decorations, the excitement of gift giving and
receiving. But in our midst there are the lonely and
neglected, the poor, the hospitalized, the wayward, the
shut-ins. There are those who feel that they have no
hope. To whom should they look? Discipleship in the
Lord includes being good stewards of others. Are there
those in our family, our neighborhood, our community to
whom we can reach out to show them a sign of Christ’s
presence in their midst?
www.catholicstewardship.com

As a married couple, it is important that
you establish your own unique Advent
and Christmas traditions. Many
newlyweds find themselves crisscrossing
the city, state, or even country every
holiday season, at least for the first few
years of marriage, spending the holidays outside of
their own homes. Even if that’s the case, it’s important
to establish traditions that are unique to your newly
created family. The possibilities are endless. Sing a
hymn together while you light the candles of your
Advent wreath. Buy or make an ornament that is
significant to the year. Choose a person or
organization to serve or donate to in some way. Say a
prayer for each family from whom you receive
Christmas cards or greetings (even Facebook
comments!). Drive through your city, looking at the
Christmas lights. Serve a birthday cake for Jesus as
your Christmas dessert. Choose a few…and then do
them every year. They will help cement your family
together during the holiday season and fill your hearts
with cherished memories.

FOOD PANTRY
Parishioners…please be aware that the food pantry is
available for your use at any time. There is no
documentation needed, and no questions are ever
asked. We all know that at various times we can find
ourselves in need of assistance from one another, and
our food pantry is here to provide for your needs at a
time that is convenient and personal to you. You do not
need to limit yourself to our usual Tuesday and Friday
hours. All requests are confidential, and we are
privileged to serve you. Please don’t hesitate to contact
Fr. Parr, Sr. Bridget, or Carol Reider in the parish office
at any time. Thank you and God bless.

We will be starting fresh with the prayer list Jan. 1.
If you so desire to have the name you have
submitted to remain on this list, please call the office
by Dec. 20th. Thank you and God Bless you.

PRAYER REQUESTS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Susan Amundsen
Sara (Wozney) Balaker
Judy Bockenhauer
Richard Brandau
Trudy Brieske
Corey Cantu
Rebecca Chatfield
Karen Corcoran
Will Davis
Ethan Doe
The Donaldson Family
Joe Dooley
Irmgard White-Drier
Bill Druliner
Brenda Faber
DeEtte Gillmeister
Joe Gittens
Sharon Grabar
Sandra Hanson
Sherry Hanson
June Kukovec

The Holmen Knights of Columbus annual
Free Throw contest Wednesday January 8 at
Sand Lake Elementary School. All boys and girls
in the Holmen area ages 9-14 are invited.
Date/Time: Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Registration/Warm-up: 6:00 – 6:30 pm
Contest Starts: 6:30 pm
Location: Sand Lake Elementary School
Cost: FREE
Contact: Brian Clements (608.304.1470,
jnc3daddy@gmail.com)
To speed up registration print, fill out this form, and
bring to contest: http://www.kofc.org/un/en/
resources/service/youth/freethrow/1598_Print.pdf
NOTE: WIAA has changed there ruling on Girls\Boys
participation. This means all girls and boys ages 9-14 can
participate without impacting eligibility to play JV, VR, and
Varsity high school programs.
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Kent Limberg (military)
Sue Lund
Jerome Malin
Joe McCabe
Kevin McIntyre
Judith Niedfeldt
Joe Neitzel
Leona “Pat” Ostrander
Poppy Grace Poole
Ken Proctor
Robert C. Ristow
Bailey Rohrer
Tom Ryan
Celia Scholze
Stella Shuda
Betty Smith
Sascha Stephens
Phyllis Thaldorf
Pam Tischer
Colleen Tisil
December 15, 2019

FAITH FORMATION

BAPTISM CLASS

Why Confession at Advent?
Advent is about the Three Comings of Jesus. The whole
story draws us to a complete picture of who we are,
where we belong and how to prepare.
One-The Incarnation: Jesus has come
Our preparation to celebrate his birth is the occasion
for our deeper reflection.
Two-My Life Now: Jesus comes to me
We open our hearts and our mouths and plead, "Come,
O Lord," Jesus is present whenever we need him to be
present: actually, whenever we turn to him - even with
empty hands. Jesus is alive and active in us when we
read God's Word and let it into our hearts.
Three-Our Future: Jesus comes again, in glory
As our longing for Jesus is filled with the utter fullness
of God's gift to us, we begin to long for the ultimate
freedom of eternal life. God in His mercy wants us to
choose life over death in this world. The way to
anticipate God’s final judgement and choose life now,
is to go to confession to empty ourselves from sin and
become full of grace. We can then sing "Come, and
take me with you."
Important Faith Formation Dates
Sun., Dec. 15-First Penance Retreat 11:45am-12:30
Wed., Dec. 18-First Penance during Penance
Service 6:30pm in church for grade 2
Wed., Dec. 25-No Faith Formation
Wed., Jan. 1-No Faith Formation
Wed., Jan. 8-No Faith Formation-Catechist Meeting
6:30pm at church

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class is
Monday, January 20th at 6:30 pm. This
session is an opportunity for you to enrich,
deepen, and strengthen your Catholic Faith –
the Faith you are asking to have your child
brought into at the celebration of their baptism. If you
are pregnant, now is the time for you to register for
class. Contact Sr. Bridget at the parish or go online at:
www.seasholmen.org.

ELIZABETH MINISTRY
Elizabeth Ministry is an outreach program
here at SEAS to affirm, support, encourage,
and assist women in response to their needs
during their childbearing years. The
Elizabeth Ministry program is based on the
scripture story of Mary and Elizabeth and
the support and love they showed to one another during the Visitation (Luke 1:39-45). Volunteers in our
Elizabeth Ministry program support women with phone
calls, visits, and/or meals. We currently have volunteers
available who are ready to reach out in support to
women who are experiencing all types of issues
related to infertility, pregnancy, pregnancy loss, birth,
adoption, and infant crisis.
Women who would like to be contacted by an
Elizabeth Ministry volunteer or by one of our pastoral
staff should contact Carol Reider at 608-526-4424 or
carol@seasholmen.org. Any woman interested in
serving as a volunteer or willing to prepare a meal for
a family in need can also contact Carol.

WELCOME ALL

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA

Interested in becoming a
member at St. Elizabeth’s? We
would love to have you join us.
Just stop in to the parish office
to fill out a registration form and
receive a welcome packet with
parish information. We can’t wait to meet you. It’s that
easy.
The registration form can also be found on the
website at seasholmen.org along with other important
information about St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish. Check
out our Facebook page to keep up-to-date on parish
events. Welcome to all visitors as well.

Would you like to gift a simply stunning,
gold-plated angel ornament while also
benefiting a Pro-Life organization?
Proceeds from the beautiful ornament will
help fund Hosea’s exciting Pro-Life work
via conferences, media campaign and
printed materials. Designed by Hosea volunteers from
La Crescent, MN, “The Trumpeting Angel” proclaims the
verse from Isaiah 58:1, “Raise up your Voice Like a
Trumpet. Call Nancy Nagel at 608-790-2162 or email
Clare Ruff at cruff@hosea4you.org.

Besides the bulletin, SEAS has other options to find out what’s happening in our parish. Our website at
www.seasholmen.org is updated daily. You can access the parish Google calendar there as well. Our Facebook
page and the Myparish app is where we may post important messages on a daily basis or share other activities
from the Diocese or other parishes. Advent resources can be found on all sites.

BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS - NO FINANCIAL AVAILABLE
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ROTARY LIGHTS

PARISH INFORMATION

Help assist Rotary Lights in its mission of collecting
non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry in
the greater La Crosse area. Please bring your family
(and your non-perishable food items) to the Rotary
Lights display in Riverside Park. It is a wonderful
opportunity for families to enjoy an evening together.
The SEAS Holmen Food Pantry is the recipient of the
donated food items on the following evenings:

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177
Email: office@seasholmen.org
STAFF
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424
pastor@seasholmen.org
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908
djm133@charter.net

Saturday, December 21
Wednesday, December 25
Friday, December 27
Tuesday, December 31

sbridget@seasholmen.org
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424
carol@seasholmen.org
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424
reled@seasholmen.org
...... 526-4424
youth@seasholmen.org
Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424
music@seasholmen.org
Secretary, Sandy Jerue................................................. 526-4424
office@seasholmen.org
Sister Jean....................................................................... 526-4908
sjean@seasholmen.org

SEAS SIMPLE LIVING
The diversity of God’s creation is
magnificent. From one-celled amoebas
to 90-ton right whales, from star-nosed
moles with no eyes to humans with two
eyes to chitons (a type of marine
mullosk) with a thousand eyes, and
from simple algae to the carnivorous venus fly trap - all
of these are part of God’s creation. They live in
habitats from the coldest to the warmest places on
earth and the driest to the wettest. Deserts, swamps,
prairies, forests, sea ice, tundra, and the ocean floor
are just a few of the habitats made by God and each
is teeming with all forms of life having just the right
features to thrive.
In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis states “It is not enough…to
think of different species merely as potential ‘resources’
to be exploited, while overlooking the fact that they
have value in themselves…Because of us, thousands of
species will no longer give glory to God by their very
existence, nor convey their message to us.” (33)
This Christmas season open your eyes and heart to the
diverse life in your yard, community, and the planet
and give glory to God by moving to more sustainable
uses of His creation.

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available.
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary
arrangements.
SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are
to attend a session early in the pregnancy.
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be
made at least six months before the anticipated date.
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring.
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when
family members are hospitalized.
PASTORAL VISITATION
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the
parish office.
CATECHUMENATE
Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited
to visit the parish office.

APPEAL UPDATE

Parish Council Members
Alyson Haugen
Jennifer Fisk
Brian Clements
Christine Olson

As of 12/9/2019 we pledged 50.02% of
our parish target for the Diocesan Annual
Appeal. A huge thank you to those that have
contributed thus far. There are extra pledge
cards in the gathering place if you have
misplaced yours. Remember to send your pledge
directly to the Diocese of La Crosse. You are able to
pledge now and pay later. Your generosity is truly
appreciated. Visit: diolc.org/donate-online.
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Finance Council Members
Larry Warzynski
Janice Dvoracek
Pat Stephens
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Mary Lenz
Kathy Nicklaus
Bill Heinz
Patty Heiderscheit

Shawn Handland
Barry Ploessl
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, December 15
8:00 am
10:15am
11:45am

Rodney Clark, age 80,

3rd Sunday of Advent

Mass
People of SEAS
Mass
† Tony Racich
First Penance Retreat

Monday, December 16
8:30 am
6:30 pm

REST IN PEACE
died Fri., Nov. 29, 2019. His
funeral was celebrated at
SEAS on Wed., Dec. 4th. Rod
is survived by his wife,
Wanda, four children, several grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Please keep Rod and his family
in your prayers. May he rest in peace.

Advent Weekday

Mass
†
Bob Sobkowiak
Pastoral/Finance Council Gathering

Tuesday, December 17
7:00 am
6:30 pm

Advent Weekday

Mass
†
Angeline Haug
Advent Bible Study

Wednesday, December 18 Advent Weekday
8:30 am
Mass
†
Pat and Bob Sobkowiak
6:30 pm
2nd Grade Sacrament of First Penance
6:30 pm
Sacrament of Penance
No Faith Formation Classes

Thursday, December 19

Advent Weekday

8:30 am
6:30 pm

Bill Miller

Mass
†
Choir Practice

Friday, December 20
8:30 am

Mass

Advent Weekday
†

Saturday, December 21
8:00 am
4:00 pm

Vigil of Christmas
Tuesday, December 24
Masses at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25
Masses at 8:00 am and 10:15 am

David McKenzie

Advent Weekday

Pray the Rosary
Sacrament of Penance

**Please note-When making your Christmas
Mass plans, keep in mind that the Christmas
Eve 4:00 Mass is the most popular and may
have standing room only if you arrive late.**
Have a Blessed Christmas!

Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent
5:00 PM

Mass

†

Sunday, December 22
8:00 am
10:15am

Mass
Mass

Willard Tanke

4th Sunday of Advent
†

Sandy Beranek
People of SEAS

GIFT IDEA

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Having a hard time finding that perfect Christmas gift
for someone special? We now have donation cards
available in the office so that you can make a cash
donation in someone’s name to our Food Pantry. The
certificates read, “In the spirit of joy this Christmas
season, a donation to the Holman Food Pantry at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was made in your name.” See
Sister Bridget or Carol Reider for a donation card for
your gift recipient. Thank you and God Bless!

Please celebrate the Lord’s mercy in the Sacrament of
Penance during these days of Advent. All parishioners
are welcome to join the Faith Formation students this
Wednesday, December 18, at 6:30 pm. Five
confessors will be available that evening. Also
confessions are scheduled at 4:00 pm every
Saturday. Please feel free to contact Father Parr if
you wish to schedule a time more convenient for you.
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Mass Times
Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00 pm and
Wednesday, January 1, 2019 at 9:00 am
(A Holy Day of Obligation)

Parish Office Closed
December 24-29
and
December 31 & January 1
3rd Sunday of Advent

5

December 15, 2019

