
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2019 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I have a priest friend who is a great admirer of  
Teilhard de Chardin, the Jesuit priest who died on  
Easter 1955. Renown as a paleontologist and scientist, 
de Chardin was always a man of hope. Indeed some 
thought him to be too hopeful and criticized him for  
being so. My friend wrote his graduate degree on him, 
and often tells me how much I have lost in not knowing 
more about him. 
 
What I do know is that he was a man of Gospel faith 
first and always. Central to his writings and his life was 
the belief that ultimately all of history, cosmic and 
human, would come together in Christ. With St. Paul he 
trusted and proclaimed “that all creation awaits with 
eager expectation” what is to be revealed to the 
children of God. (Romans 8:18) 
 
One day Teilhard de Chardin was challenged this 
way: “You have an enchanted view of history,  
believing that everything will one day culminate in a 
wonderful ‘kingdom’ of peace and love, but suppose 
we blow up the world in a nuclear war? What  
happens to your schema of things then?” 
 
And his response is pure Advent hope. “If we blow up the world it will be a great tragedy because it will set things 
back millions of years. But history will still culminate one day in a kingdom of peace and love---not because my  
theory says so, but because God promised it. In the resurrection God has shown the power to bring this about,  
despite the things we do.” 
 
That is hope. Because God has promised it, we await the fulfillment of his sure promise. Because God has  
promised it, we are sent into the world not because the world needs us, but because the world needs people  
who will bring it Jesus. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Father John Parr 

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Susan Amundsen 
Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 
Richard Brandau 

Trudy Brieske 
Corey Cantu 

Karen Corcoran 
Pete Csiacsek 

Will Davis 
Ethan Doe 

The Donaldson Family 
Joe Dooley 

Irmgard White-Drier 
Bill Druliner 

Brenda Faber 
DeEtte Gillmeister 

Joe Gittens 
Sharon Grabar 
Sandra Hanson 
Sherry Hanson 
June Kukovec 
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Kent Limberg (military) 
Sue Lund 

Jerome Malin 
Joe McCabe 

Kevin McIntyre 
Marion McKenzie 
Judith Niedfeldt 

Joe Neitzel 
Leona “Pat” Ostrander 

Poppy Grace Poole 
Ken Proctor 

Robert C. Ristow 
Bailey Rohrer 

Tom Ryan 
Celia Scholze 
Stella Shuda 
Betty Smith 

Sascha Stephens 
Phyllis Thaldorf 

Pam Tischer 
Colleen Tisil 

THANK YOU 

Thank You! Thank You!  Thank You!  
“FAITH in action is LOVE – and Love in Action is SERVICE.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta 
Thank you to the many, many people who donated generously of their time, talent, and treasure to make our 2019 
Christmas Caring and Sharing Day a success!  We served over 150 families, enabling nearly 500 people to 
experience a joyous Christmas!  We could not have accomplished this without the generosity of you, our  
parishioners, who donated bountiful food for all, along with many, many wonderful items from which our guests 
could shop. We also greatly appreciate all our volunteers – those who set up the church, those who collected and 
organized the food packages, those who sorted and set up the donated items, and those who worked on the actual 
Caring and Sharing Day.  The amount of hours of volunteer labor it takes to pull off this event is staggering, but 
because of the generous stewardship of this parish, it all comes together seamlessly.  Our guests felt so welcome 
and experienced such hospitality from everyone they encountered.  Many of them have asked us to share with you 
their thanks.  Without your help, they would not have any Christmas at all.  From the bottom of their hearts…and 
ours…THANK YOU…AND GOD BLESS YOU! 

***We will be starting fresh with the prayer list  
January 1. If you so desire to have the name you 
have submitted to remain on this list, please call the 
office by Dec. 20th. Thank you and God Bless you.   

Advent is an appropriate time to ponder  
reconciliation. Reconciliation in marriage  
requires that we go to one another with the 

intention of making things right. It requires active  
forgiveness and the pursuit of the other. Perhaps you’re 
due for some true reconciliation? Maybe you’ve been 
holding out on your spouse — holding a grudge — 
and it’s time you go to them. Christ’s love fuels and  
motivates this type of reconciliation. Pray about this…
and then take action.  

Knight of Month - Tom Hundt   
He volunteers much of his time to events at our 
parish, the community, and our Knights of  

Columbus council. Lately he has been spending his time 
setting up the Rotary Lights downtown. Thank you for 
sharing your gifts and serving your community. 
Family of the Month - 
Joe & Kirsten LaMere family 
This beautiful family volunteers at several events and is 
a great example of stewardship. Most recently they 
setup our Christmas Tree at the Rotary Lights. Thank you 
for all you do. 

Bishop Callahan’s Advent Prayer Request 
Prayer is a joyful method of keeping us aware of the 
promises of future and realized glory as we make our 
way through the weeks of Advent. Remember you are 
in my daily prayers. If you have a particular intention 
for which you would like me to pray at Christmas Mass, 
call 608-352-9565, or visit diolc.org/pray. Keep alert, 
maintain your vision in Christ. Blessed Advent to you all! 

 

MARRIAGE RETREAT 
GIVEN is a short, powerful retreat for couples who are 
married, seriously dating, and engaged. It is an 
opportunity to share, learn and celebrate marriage 
with other couples through engaging talks, lively music 
and adoration, prayer & reconciliation. A GIVEN  
retreat will be held at Mary Mother of the Church in  
La Crosse on January 18, 2020 from 9:00 am – 3:00 
pm. The cost is $25 for engaged couples and $40 for 
married and dating couples. To register, go to 
diolc.org/marriage/marriage-enrichment. 

https://diolc.org/pray


FAITH FORMATION 
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BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS - NO FINANCIAL INFO AVAILABLE 

NET RETREAT 

 
 
 
 
St. Elizabeth’s will be hosting a one day NET retreat for 
all youth in grades 6th-12th on Sat, Dec 14th  
Beginning at 9:30am and ending with Mass at 5:00. 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for our young 
people to experience a fantastic program run by 
 college age adults sharing their faith. We will have 
games, activities, presentations, music, adoration and 
confession opportunities.  
There might be a hundred other things you could do on 
this day, but nothing compares to spending a day with 
a NET team!! www.netusa.org/retreats 
Cost is only $10 per person or $25 per family. If 
money is a concern, just email our office. NO ONE will 
be left out. Please email us to confirm how many  
children are attending. youth@seasholmen.org 

In his encyclical Laudato Si’, On Care 
For Our Common Home, Pope Francis 
states “The earth, our home, is 
beginning to look more and more like 
an immense pile of filth.” The pile of 
waste amounts to hundreds of millions 

of tons composed of “non-biodegradable, highly toxic 
and radioactive, from homes and businesses, from 
construction and demolition sites, from clinical,  
electronic and industrial sources.” 
 The authors of Green Christmas, a guide for an 
eco-conscious holiday season, report the American  
Society of Interior Designers found that for every truck-
load of goods manufactured, thirty-two truckloads of 
waste are produced. The society researchers also 
found 90 percent of everything manufactured in this 
country ends up in landfills within one year.  
 Consider reducing waste this Christmas season by 
giving experiences rather than things. Such experiences 
could be giving tickets to an event, going on a special 
trip, volunteering for a worthy cause or a working on a 
family project. The experiences will be even more 
meaningful if they are eco-friendly.  

SIMPLE LIVING 

The next SEAS Good Mourning Ministry is scheduled 
for Monday, Monday, Dec. 9 at 1:00. All are  
welcome to join this ministry of other fellow grief  
travelers. 

Reminder– Refresh your Myparish app to  
enable the Advent readings, resources and 
prayers. You will know it is refreshed if the 
background picture changes and you see the 

ADVENT button. If you don’t have this app yet, down-
load it today. Any questions about this very useful 
smartphone (Apple and Android) app, please contact 
Sandy in the parish office.  

BEST APP FOR YOUR SMARTPHONE 

The Truth About Being “TikTok Famous” 
by EMILY CLARE BURT 

I took 30 seconds out of my day to take a video to 
post onto TikTok. (a social media platform for creating, 
sharing and discovering short music videos, used by 
young people as an outlet to express themselves.) 
4.5 million views, over half a million likes, and 20,000 
followers later, I was deemed “TikTok Famous.”  
The new attention left me feeling so shrunken and less 
valuable than before as if this title and fake “fame” 
was all I had to offer. 
When we allow ourselves to shrink our identity into a 
small title, we underestimate what God has created us 
to be. We were made for Him and only Him, and all 
else is temporary.  
Yes, we can bring Christ into social media, but that 
should not become a substitute for bringing Christ into 
our “real” lives. Ask the Lord to make you more aware 
of those who need Christ through you. Any act of love 
will speak far greater than any caption could ever. 
How would our lives change if we spent a fraction of 
our media time in prayer or just allowing ourselves to 
refocus on Him? 
For full article see:  Burt, Emily Clare. The Truth About 
Being “TikTok Famous” web https://lifeteen.com/blog/
truth-tiktok-famous/ 
 

Important Faith Formation Dates 
Sun., Dec. 15 - First Penance Retreat 11:45am-
12:30am 
Wed., Dec. 18 - First Penance during 
Penance Service 6:30pm in church for 
grade 2  
Wed., Dec. 25 - No Faith Formation 
Wed., Jan. 1- No Faith Formation 
Wed., Jan. 8 - No Faith Formation - 
Catechist Meeting 6:30pm at church 
 

https://lifeteen.com/blog/author/eburt/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/truth-tiktok-famous/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/truth-tiktok-famous/
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 
Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 
Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 
Email: office@seasholmen.org 
STAFF 
Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 
Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 
Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 
C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          
                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 
youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 
                                                 music@seasholmen.org 
Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 
                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 
sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 
Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 
Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 
Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 
arrangements. 
SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  
Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 
to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  
Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 
made at least six months before the anticipated date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 
family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 
Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 
parish office. 
CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 
to visit the parish office.  

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

Parish Council Members 
Alyson Haugen 
Jennifer Fisk 
Brian Clements 
Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 
Kathy Nicklaus 
Bill Heinz 
Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 
Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 
Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 
Pat Stephens 

Parish Target : $83,735 
Total pledged/received: 

$36,589.04 as of 12/2/2019 
 

No pledge is too big or too small. 
Prayers are also welcome. Please 
send in your Diocesan Annual  

Appeal pledge card as soon as possible directly to the  
diocese. Extra pledge cards are available in the  
gathering place. Thank you to those 143 donors out of 
879 registered families that have donated so far. You 
can easily donate online as well at https: diolc.org/
donate-online. Thank you and God Bless 

If you would like to make a donation toward 
Christmas flowers to decorate the church, 
please use the Flower Offering Envelope in 
your December contribution packet. If you 
do not receive contribution envelopes, due to 

ACH contributions, please place in a plain envelope 
and mark “Christmas Flowers”. Include your name and 
names of those you would like honored or 
remembered. Thank you.  

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Expecting parents, the next Baptism class is 
Monday, January 20th at 6:30 pm. This 
session is an opportunity for you to enrich, 
deepen, and strengthen your Catholic Faith – 
the Faith you are asking to have your child 

brought into at the celebration of their baptism. If you 
are pregnant, now is the time for you to register for 
class. Contact Sr. Bridget at the parish or go online at: 
www.seasholmen.org.     

Christmas Concert Schedule: 
Cathedral Elementary School – Dec. 12 at 6:00 pm  
– Location Aquinas High School 
St. Patrick Elementary School – Dec. 17 at 6:30 pm  
– Location St. Patrick Elementary 
Blessed Sacrament School – Dec.19 at 6:00 pm 
– Location Blessed Sacrament School (Grades 5 & 6) 
Aquinas Middle School – Dec. 8 at 5:30 pm 
- Location Aquinas High School  
Aquinas High School – Dec. 8 at 2:00 pm 
- Location Aquinas High School  

http://www.seasholmen.org


 ADVENT BIBLE STUDY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, December 8         2nd Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am Mass                 †     Madolyn DeRosa  
9:00 am Simple Living 
10:15am     Mass   People of SEAS 
 
 

Monday, December 9  The Immaculate  
                Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 am      Mass                †        Charles Brueggen 
1:00 pm Good Mourning Ministry        

 
Tuesday, December 10   Advent Weekday 
7:00 am      Mass     †   Brent Loken 
6:30 pm Advent Bible Study 
6:30 pm RCIA 

 
Wednesday, December 11   Advent Weekday 
8:30 am      Mass                †     Mary Jane Goodenough 
6:30 pm Faith Formation Classes 
6:30 pm Sacrament of Penance    
 

Thursday, December 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:30 am       Mass           † Cecil Rochester 
6:30 pm  Choir practice   

 
Friday, December 13  St. Lucy 
8:30 am      Mass   KC Military Veterans 
      
 

Saturday, December 14    St. John of the Cross 
8:00 am      Pray the Rosary       
9:30 am NET Retreat 
4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                               Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Advent 
5:00 PM Mass                †       John Marshall 
 

 

Sunday, December 15 3rd Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 
10:15am     Mass     †       Tony Racich 
11:45 am 1st Penance Retreat  
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Help assist Rotary Lights in its mission of collecting         
non-perishable food items to help feed the hungry in 
the greater La Crosse area. Please bring your family 
(and  your non-perishable food items) to the Rotary 
Lights display in Riverside Park. It is a wonderful  
opportunity for families to enjoy an evening together.  
The SEAS Holmen Food Pantry is the recipient of the    
donated food items on the following evenings: 
Friday, December 13 
Saturday, December 21 
Wednesday, December 25 
Friday, December 27 
Tuesday, December 31 

ROTARTY LIGHTS  

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 10th and 17th  | 6:30-7:30 pm 
There are still 2 more chances to join Mr. Pat Brueggen 
this Advent season as we continue our studies with part 
two of a “Walk Through the Mass.”  
These sessions will include: Video presentations by  
Fr. Robert Barron, Q and A, and small group  
discussions led by Mr. Brueggen.  
These sessions are suitable for all ages and will make 
for a great way to challenge yourself in scripture 
knowledge and meditative prayer. 
Make plans now to attend and invite a friend. 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Please celebrate the Lord’s mercy in the Sacrament of    
Penance during these days of Advent. All parishioners 
are welcome to join the Faith Formation students on 
Wednesdays, December 11and 18, at 6:30 pm. Five 
confessors will be available each evening. Also  
confessions are scheduled at 4:00 pm every  
Saturday. Please feel free to contact Father Parr if you 
wish to schedule a time more convenient for you. 

 

 
Vigil of Christmas 

Tuesday, December 24 
Masses at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 

Masses at 8:00 am and 10:15 am  
Parish Office will be closed Dec. 24-Dec. 29 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Mass Times 

Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00 pm and   
Wednesday, January 1, 2019 at 9:00 am 

(A Holy Day of Obligation)  


